
 

Easter People 
 

 
“Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.” 
Isaiah 40: 31 

 
 

Rise up, Resurrection People.  Rise. 
Soar, Easter People.  Soar. 
“Hallelujah!  Christ is risen!” 

“He is risen indeed!” 
 

 
Throughout history, the creature most associated with the sun is the eagle.  This is both 
because of its ability to soar so high and because of its extraordinary eyesight that allows it to 
see clearly, despite glaring sun in their eyes as they rise, or shadowing depths below as they 
dive.  Eagles have legendary eyesight.  Their eyes are far larger in proportion to their skulls 
than human eyes, and they possess far more cones in their retinas.  This enables them to 
discern visual details at a rate 20/4 instead of a measly human 20/20. 
 
Other specialized features within the eagle eye add to its visual acuity.  Eagles have a 
“nictitating membrane,” also known as “birdy goggles.”  This is the famous third eyelid that 
covers the eye when the eagle is flying.  It offers protection, moistens the eyeball, cleans the 
cornea.  Yet this third eyelid still allows the bird to see through it to navigate.  Eagle eyes also 
contain a “pectin,” an organ that scientists don’t quite know exactly what it does, but it seems to 
help perceive motion and create a protective shade from the sun.  In other words, high flying 
eagles are supremely enabled to fly towards the sun.  They can take the radiance of the sun.  
Some say they are the only bird that can look directly in the sun and not be blinded. 
 
Easter people, you are made to be “eagles.”  On Easter Sunday, we get our “third eyelid” to 
develop, our “pectin” that enables us to orient ourselves toward the sun/Son.  We steer people 
away from dangers, steering away from the old world and into the resurrection world of new 
possibilities because Jesus came forward to life, and is alive in your life and mine. 

Selection from Pastor Vonda’s sermon Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018. 
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Notes from the 

Pastor’s Pen . . . 
 
This afternoon I was going through my 
pictures from my trip to Disney World.  
There is a picture of Heather and I riding 
Space Mountain.  It is a roller coaster inside 
a building, in the dark.  That’s kind of like I 
feel sometimes during this particular 
moment in history.  I feel like we are on a 
roller coaster with all the ups and downs, 
but we’re riding it in the dark, just like 
Space Mountain.  One minute we are filled 
with hope, and then we turn on the 
television and fear takes over.  Perhaps 
while you are praying, you feel encouraged.  
Then we read the newspaper and get 
discouraged.  It’s like that roller coaster.  
We don’t know which way the next turn is 
going to go, whether it is up or down and 
even how fast it’s going to take us.   
 
You can read the 25th chapter of 
Deuteronomy and go from the heights of 
blessing to the depths of despair in five 
minutes.  (I don’t suggest doing that today.) 
While sometimes a roller coaster will 
sometimes cause us to be scared, there 
can also be joy.  I want to encourage you to 
find the joy every day.   
 
One day when Jesus was facing a next 
step in his life, “He was determined to go to 
Jerusalem.” Luke 9:51 
 
In a blog post this morning, my friend Steve 
said, “We see Jesus facing a challenge.  
We see Jesus looking ahead to some 
things that very well seemed uncertain.  We 
see Jesus aware of the danger.  But 
primarily, we see Jesus determined.  Jesus 
was steadfast.  Jesus set his sights on the 
goal.  I am going to try to follow Jesus 
today.  Remember, you are not alone.  We 
are all in this thing together.  And better yet, 
Jesus is going ahead of us.”   
 
I am grateful to all of you who are joining 
me on Sunday mornings.  It has lifted my 
 

 
 
 

Notes from Pastor (Cont.) 
 
soul to see you in those little boxes on my 
screen, to know that we are still a family, 
even though we are not physically present 
together.  It has been uplifting to see you 
being the church, sharing your worry for 
others in our church family, your concern 
for those who are without a job, those who 
are in need of food, and many of you have 
asked how you can help.  Thank you, thank 
you, thank you.   
 
Please be on the lookout for information 
about online Holy Week opportunities.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to call me for 
anything.  I am in the office a few hours a 
week but can always be reached by phone.  
I have been using my home office most 
days, but I am available 24 hours a day.  
You matter to me, and I am here for you.  
 
I know that as this time of physical isolation 
continues, it may cause stress and 
depression.  Please reach out if you are 
feeling sad or stressed.  We are ready to 
support you, no matter what comes.  I am 
ready and others as well to help with food 
delivery or medication needs. 
 
I look forward to the day when we worship 
together in person, but until then, I’ll look for 
you on my computer screen this Sunday! 
 
Pastor Vonda 
 

Parsonage Phone 
360-423-3514 

 

Pastor Vonda’s Cell 
360-393-2843 (Call or Text) 

 

Pastor Vonda’s Email 
pastorvonda@gmail.com 

 

Church Phone 
360-423-7480 

 

Church Email 
kelsoumpc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:pastorvonda@gmail.com
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Finance Update 
 
These are strange and unsettled times that 
we are living in.  I’m not sure if any of us 
have lived in a time of crisis such as this 
one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your generosity has started 2020 off well 
financially.  March, and I’m sure April and 
possibly May, are quite different in that we 
are not able to physically worship together 
at the church.  This month, March, your 
faithfulness in mailing in your checks has 
been wonderful.  I don’t have a final figure 
for the month, but we are hopeful that it will 
be about the same amount as most 
months. 
 
We do encourage you to continue to pay 
pledges as you are able.  And to those that 
pay as though they had pledged, please 
continue to send your checks.  Please know 
that it is safe to mail your check.  Pastor 
Vonda is picking up mail every day. 
Our Operations bills remain, whether we 
are in attendance in the building or not; 
although, some will be less since we are 
not physically in the building. 
 
Again, we thank you for your generosity 
and faithfulness. 
 
Finance Committee 
(Anne Hill, Chair) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FISH Food Ministry 
 
The next scheduled days to prepare and 
distribute food to people will be on: 
 

Tuesday, May 12 
and 

Wednesday, May 13 
 

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Laurie Hall 

 
If you are interested in helping prepare and 
distribute food to those in need, please 
contact Bette Aanderud at 360-577-0095  
or Pat Faires at 360-423-7874.  

 
FISH Items Needed: 

 
 • Peanut Butter 
 • Cereal 
 • Macaroni and Cheese 
 • Spaghetti  
 • Canned Tomatoes 
 • Hunts Pasta Sauce (traditional) 
 • Canned Fruit  
       (Applesauce, Peaches, Pears) 
 • Canned Vegetables 
       (Corn, Peas, Green Beans) 
 • Top Ramen 
 • Paper Bags 
 
Food may be brought to the church after 

the Stay at Home order is lifted. 
 
On March 3, we served:   
Families–19, Adults–43, Children–28 for a 
total of 71. 
 
Thank you to the following volunteers:   
Bette Aanderud, Pat Faires, Nancy Heaton, 
Steve Johnson, Rich McCorkle, Jeanne 
McDonald, John Orr, Peggy Skeahan,  
and Colleen Walker.  Nancy Heaton also 
helped on February 27 and 28 and her 
name was left off the list of volunteers 
printed in the March newsletter.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Student Scholarships 

Available 
 

May 15 
Application Deadline 

 
In 1985, Marion Shirer, a long-time member 
of the Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian 
Church, willed to the church a substantial 
amount of money to be used for granting 
Student Scholarships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like an application for the 
Marion Shirer Scholarship for this year, 
please contact the Church Office and one 
will be emailed to you or mailed by regular 
mail.  Applications must be returned for 
consideration no later than May 15.  
Recipients will be notified by June 1.  
Scholarships will be formerly presented in 
June (date yet to be determined).  
 
Applicants must be a high school senior or 
a student currently attending college and be 
a member of this church or a relative of a 
member.   
 
The amount of the scholarships will depend 
on the number of applicants and the 
amount available in the fund in any given 
year and will be paid directly to the school 
in which the applicant enrolls.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Caring for Others 
 
For the last three years, our Deacon 
Ministry has served others including shut-
ins, hospitalized members, and those living 
in assisted care facilities.  Deacon Ministry 
of this nature is from our Presbyterian 
tradition of service in Christ.  There have 
been nine wonderful servants of Christ 
carrying out this ministry.  Recently, there 
are those in this service who have stepped 
away from being a Deacon.  However, they 
are still out seeing and praying for others as 
many in our church do on a daily basis in 
their lives as followers and servants of 
Christ. 
 
At a recent Deacon’s Meeting, it was 
decided to change this format to that of a 
more general Caring Ministry Team.  It 
would have individuals serve others in 
different ways as they each reach out to 
those in need.  The Caring Ministry Team 
would include the following acts of caring 
with those serving on the team choosing 
what acts they would like to focus on. 
 
 • Phone Call Ministry 
 • Mailing Cards Ministry 
 • Visitation Ministry 
 • Communion Ministry 
 • Meal Support Ministry 
 
Some could simply do one ministry, or they 
could choose two or three caring acts (i.e., 
phone calls and mailing cards or visitation 
and communion sharing). 
 
The team would meet once a month on 
Sundays to share how they are sharing and 
caring for others in need.  
 
If you might be interested in reaching out to 
others in any of the above listed acts of 
caring, please contact: 

Gary Jackson 
360-636-4411 / garydjackson@comcast.net 

Steve Johnson 
360-577-2680 / 23steve@earthlink.net 

 
 

mailto:garydjackson@comcast.net
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“Milk the Cow” for 

Community House 
 
“Milk the Cow” is a mission  
to support Community House  
as it serves those in need  
throughout the year with  
four gallons of milk every 
day.  Our month to support this  
ministry is May.   
 
Because we will not be physically together 
during April and it is unclear what May will 
bring, we will be sending funds to 
Community House to support them  
in purchasing milk.  If you would like 
to contribute, you may do so at any  
time during the year to help replenish 
our Community House Fund. 
 

Backpack Buddies 
 
Our Backpack Buddies ministry to Barnes 
Elementary School helps feed children who 
are at risk for hunger over the weekend 
during the school year.   
 
We need the following food items: 
 
 • Peanut Butter and Jelly  
       (in plastic containers) 
 • Chili 
 • Chicken Noodle Soup 
 • Canned Tuna 
 • Canned SpaghettiOs 
 • Spaghetti 
 • Canned Spaghetti Sauce 
 • Macaroni and Cheese 
 • Fruit Cups (applesauce, peaches, etc.) 
 
Food may be brought to the church after 

the Stay at Home order is lifted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Summer Camp Dates 
 

July 12-17 
Elementary Camp 

(Grades 1-3) 
Intermediate Camp 

(Grades 4-6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 19-25 
Middle/High School Camp 

(Grades 7-13) 
 
All camps are at Ocean Park Camp and  
Retreat Center in Ocean Park, Washington. 
Please contact the Church Office if you 
would like a registration form sent to you via 
email or regular mail. 
 

Community House News 
 

We had fun as we prepared and served 
dinner at Community House on February 
29.  We served 70 people and almost all 
were new faces.   
 
Nancy Heaton had four generations of her 
family working with us.  Those assisting 
included:  Nancy Heaton, Kimber Duling, 
Kristyn Vitus, Landon Vitus, Dick Graham, 
Carole Sprouse, Rob and Sherry Rice and 
Steve and Jayne Lafady.  Ken and Jeanne 
McDonald donated the food for the meal.   
 
The residents of Community House always 
express their gratitude for the meal.  
Working at Community House continues to 
be a rewarding experience. 
--Jayne Lafady, Coordinator 
Community House Dinner 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

New Arrivals 
 
                     Anita Besco welcomed her  
                     first grandchild on March 26  
                     when Harlow Scout Rodriguez  
                     was born to Dallan and Kayla  
                     Rodriguez of Pocatello, Idaho.   
                     Harlow is Roy Besco’s third 
great-grandchild.  Congratulations to all! 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 
 
 
      Congratulations to  
Richard and Judy Ainslie  
    who will celebrate their  
 55th Wedding Anniversary  
             on April 24. 
 
 
 
 

Remember In Prayer 
 
                  Tom Gates, Lolita Hare, and our  
                  children we sponsor at Jamaa  
                  Letu Orphanage in the Congo:   
                  Betty, Joseph, Leon, Ruth  
                  Kashala, Ruth Mukuna, Suzane,  
                  Willy, and Yannick 
 

Our Sympathy 
 
Our sympathy is extended to:  
 
• Keith and Skeets Clayburg at the passing 
of their daughter, Felicia Conley, on March 
25. 
 
 
 
 
 
• Janet Copeland and family at the loss of 
Janet’s father, William (Bill) Copeland. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Baptism Congratulations 
 
Zachary James Harder,  
who will be three May 1,  
2020, was baptized on  
Sunday, March 8 in  
the church where his 
great-great-great grand- 
parents (Charles Elmer  
West and Josie Jarrett  
West) attended; where his 
great-great-grandparents (Carman "Corky" 
James Eyer and Thelma Laura West Eyer) 
met and attended (mostly Thelma); where 
his great-grandparents (Bruce Jarrett Eyer 
and Martha Patricia Ann Husa Eyer) met, 
attended until college, and re-joined in 1998 
when they moved from Yakima to 
Longview, and have attended since; and 
where numerous aunts and uncles and 
cousins have attended and still do attend.  
 
Following 2nd Service, a reception was 
held in the downstairs Fellowship Hall.  
Zachary’s grandmother, Angela Eyer-
Harder (a professional caterer), provided a 
luncheon that featured clam chowder, 
artichoke and roasted red pepper dip, 
cupped chicken salad mini-bites, lemonade, 
and mini desserts. 
 
Family members standing up for Zachary 
were:  Aunt Allison, Aunt Debbie, Great-
Grandpa Bruce and Great-Grandma Pat, 
Grandma Angela, and Bruce and Debbie's 
first cousins Jim Baker, Ken (and Jeanne) 
McDonald, and Bill (and Dolores) 
McDonald. 
 
Note:  From about 1940 to 1953, Corky 
owned a Union 76 service station located 
on what is now the northwest parking lot 
owned by the church at the corner of North 
Pacific and Cowlitz Way.  He sold the 
station to Union Oil in 1953. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Security Committee News 
 
Thanks to the Trustees and the physical 
efforts of Bruce Eyer and Wally Dietel, all 
church doors now have peep holes.  This 
was a suggestion from the Security 
Committee and provides a way to see who 
is requesting entrance into the church.  
 
This is important during these trying times 
for the safety of all of us, and especially 
those who are working in the building. 
--Norm Carlson and Maryanne Wainwright 
Co-Chairs, Security Committee 
 

April Birthdays 
 
 1 Judy Ainslie 
 2 Cherie Rapp 
  Kelby Thayer 
 3 Colleen Walker 
 5 Richard Graham 
 8 Kevin Dickey 
  Gary Jackson 
 11 Jayne Lafady 
 12 Lynne Davis 
 13 Doris Bopp 
 14 Nancy Heaton 
 15 Bob Andrew 
  Karla Gates 
 19 Marcia Hamm 
 20 Jim Baker 
 24 Peggy (Morant) Coleman 
 27 Jeanette Almos 
 28 Wally Dietel 
 30 Haylee McFadden 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Attendance 
 
                             Sunday   
                   Sunday       1st           2nd 
  Date         School     Service   
3/01/20  5 57 49 
3/08/20  8 47 54 
3/15/20            No Services 

Worship Via Computer 
3/22/20  62 
3/29/20  74 
 
 
                         Wednesday   
  Youth  Adults 
3/04/20  5 8  
3/11/20  11 7 
3/18/20                        No Activities 
3/25/20                        No Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian Church 
206 Cowlitz Way 

Kelso, WA  98626-3411 
Phone:  360-423-7480 

Church Office Hours:  Closed Indefinitely 
Daycare Hours:  6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (M-F) 

E-mail: kelsoumpc@gmail.com  
Website:  www.kelsoumpc.org 

Facebook:  Kelso United 
Methodist Presbyterian Church 

Vonda McFadden, Pastor 
Parsonage:  360-423-3514 / Cell:  360-393-2843 

Pastor’s E-mail:  pastorvonda@gmail.com 
Greg and Laurel Moore, Music Directors 

503-556-8131 
 

Note: 
Due to COVID-19 Virus, 

Worship Services and Activities  
Cancelled Indefinitely 

 

How does the Easter Bunny stay healthy? 
Eggs-ercise, specifically hare-obics 

 
Where does the Easter Bunny study medicine? 

Johns Hopkins 
 

Where does the Easter Bunny like to eat breakfast? 
IHOP 

mailto:kelsoumpc@gmail.com
http://www.kelsoumpc.org/
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