Kelso United
Methodist Presbyterian
Church
April 2018

Need Sunday
Greeters/Coffee Hosts

Family Fun Night
Wednesday, April 11
Dinner – 5:30 p.m.
Activity – 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
All are Welcome!

If you would like to be a
greeter and/or coffee host for
1st or 2nd Service in
April, May, and/or June,
there is a sign-up board for both
services in the
Narthex (Church Foyer).

Student Scholarships
Available
Application Deadline
April 13

Applications for the Marion Shirer
Scholarship are available outside the
Church Office. Applicants must be a
high school senior or a student
currently attending college and
be a member of this church or a
relative of a member.

Participants will make a colorful coaster on tile.

Utah Camping Trip
Planning Meeting
Monday, April 9
6:00 p.m.
Youth Room
(Third Floor)
Bring a Potluck Dish to Share
Plans for the Utah Camping Trip this fall will be
finalized. If you have a laptop computer,
you are encouraged to bring it. If you don’t have
one, that’s okay. We’ll look at the
National Parks, routes, places to stay, etc.
If you can’t attend the meeting but would like
to go on the trip, please let Pastor Vonda know
as soon as possible. Everyone is welcome.
Even if you don’t have a trailer or tent,
there will be cabins or hotels to stay in.

Worship God, Grow in Faith, and Be in Service with All.
~ Our Mission Statement ~

Notes from the
Pastor’s Pen . . .
Easter afternoon, Heather, Tom, and I went
to see the movie “I Can Only Imagine.” It is
based on the life of Bart Millard, the vocalist
for the band Mercy Me. It chronicles his
relationship with his abusive father and how
God worked in his father’s life and changed
him. I cried more than a few times. But it
mostly made me think about my own
experiences with my father. I have often
wished that our relationship had been
better. But he has been gone for 13 years.
I wish there had been enough time for God
to work in his life as he did in the life of
Bart’s dad.
God can and does work in our lives to
change us. I know I am not the same
person I was 30, 20 or even 10 years ago.
I have changed, and in a large part that is
because of our God. God is always
working to make us better than we are.
I am a reader. I love to read, history
mostly, but all kinds of things. Our Book
Study is currently reading a book called
“A Bigger Table” by John Pavlovitz. It is an
excellent book. It causes me to think, not
just about my convictions but those of
others. I know that we don’t all believe and
think alike. It would be a boring world, if we
did. But I hope and pray that through our
differences we can love one another and
that we can understand that even though
we are different we are all still children of
God.
Change isn’t coming; it is already here.
Every day is a new beginning. Every day
God is working to create in us a new being.
What God is asking of us is to be open to
God’s work in our lives.
I think most of us will agree that our world is
often a scary place. How can we as Easter
people be a part of the solution and not add
to the scariness? How can we love God
and one another?

Pastor’s Notes (Cont.)
We’ll be talking about that through the
month of April. How can we provide a
“Bigger Table” in our community and our
own church family? How can we continue
to work together through our differences?
We’ll conclude our series on May 6, and
that evening we will hold a potluck and
church meeting. It’s an opportunity to have
a conversation with one another, learn
about each other, and love each other.
I pray for each of you daily. I love you.
God loves you! I’ll look for you in church!
Pastor Vonda

Put on your calendar:
Church Meeting & Potluck
Sunday, May 6
5:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Community House
Fundraiser Dinner
Monday, April 16
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Monticello Hotel Crystal Ballroom
The Community House’s 30th Anniversary
Cares Campaign Dinner is right around the
corner. You are invited to their night of
“fun”draising! The dinner will feature a
delicious catered meal, a silent auction full
of wonderful goodies, and their traditional
Dessert Dash!
Our church has reserved a table for eight at
this event, and seats are available at no
cost to you. If you would like to attend,
please let Pastor Vonda or the Church
Office know as soon as possible.

Emergency Support
Shelter
Emergency Support Shelter
“Item of the Month”
~ Socks ~
Donation Baskets
in Narthex (Church Foyer)

FISH Food Ministry
The next scheduled days to prepare and
distribute food to people will be on:
Thursday, May 3
Friday, May 4
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Laurie Hall
If you are interested in helping, please
contact Bette Aanderud at 360-577-0095
or Pat Faires at 360-423-7874.
FISH Food Needed:
• Peanut Butter
• Cereal
• Macaroni and Cheese
• Spaghetti
• Canned Tomatoes
• Hunts Pasta Sauce (traditional)
• Canned Fruit
(Applesauce, Peaches, Pears)
• Canned Vegetables
(Corn, Peas, Green Beans)
• Top Ramen
Put items in containers in
Narthex (Church Foyer).
On March 1 and 2, we served:
Families–50, Adults–100, Children–55 for a
total of 123.
Thank you to the following volunteers:
Bette Aanderud, Dale Bruton, Glenn Faires,
Pat Faires, Grace Johnson, Jake Kubin,
Peggy Porter, and Colleen Walker.

Kid’s Backpack Ministry
Pack Backpacks
Every Friday – 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
All our welcome to help pack bags for
children at Barnes Elementary who are at
risk for hunger over the weekend. Items
you may donate to this ministry are:
• Peanut Butter and Jelly
(16 or 18 oz. Store Brand rather
than Name Brand in a
Plastic/Squeezable Container)
• Canned Chicken or Tuna
• Canned Pasta Meals
(i.e., Spaghettios, Chili, etc.)
• Soup
• Individual Breakfast Cereals
• Breakfast Bars
• Boxed Milk (non-refrigerated type)
• Plastic Grocery Bags
There is a container in the Narthex (Church
Foyer) where you may place items. You
may also give monetarily at any time to buy
fresh fruit and bread. Just note “Backpack”
on your envelope or check.
--Jacq Christensen, Coordinator

Spring Salad Luncheon
Friday, April 13
10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Rainier United Methodist Church
(101 C Street East in Rainier)
No Childcare Provided
Transportation Unavailable
The women of the Rainier United Methodist
Church invite the ladies of our church to be
their guests at this luncheon. The featured
speaker will be Joan Youngberg with SSSH
(Sanctuary Scappoose St. Helens) who is
involved with immigration issues. Please
RSVP by April 12 to Joan Hackathorn at
503-556-2711.

Mariners Baseball Game
Saturday, July 7
1:10 p.m.
Safeco Field in Seattle

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Rob and Sherry Rice
who celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary
on March 16.

Mariners vs. Rockies
Cost: $31 per Ticket
Order Form in
Information Center in Narthex
Deadline to Order – June 17
We have a large block of seats reserved for
the game, so order your seats now and join
us for some fun at the ballpark.
If you would like to sit with another family,
please place one order for the entire group.
Orders will be filled on a first come, first
serve basis and will be based on
availability.
Please make checks payable to KUMPC
and give them directly to John Simpson or
Pastor Vonda.

Roof Loan Update

Rob and Sherry celebrated with their
church family at the Fellowship Time
following 1st Service on Sunday, March 18.

We are all thankful for our new church roof,
especially with all the rain we’ve had lately.
Our loan balance as of March 1, 2018 is
$47,733.65. We borrowed $50,699 from
the NW Foundation at 4.75% for six years.
Our monthly payments are $811.

(Editor’s Note: My apologies to Rob and
Sherry for not getting this announcement in
the March newsletter.)

Your continued generous giving to the Roof
Designated Fund has made making our
monthly payments much easier since that
fund is used only for loan payments. We
will have quarterly updates on our loan
balance so that you are all aware as it goes
down in the amount owed.

Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
morning at 8:45 a.m., a drawing is held on
KLOG 1490 AM radio station to give flowers
to someone in the local area. My name
was submitted by someone from the church
and then drawn. I received a beautiful
bouquet of flowers. This happened on a
day that I was feeling “down,” and it helped
lift my spirits. Thank you to the person who
submitted my name.
--Judy Early, Secretary

If you have questions, please feel free to
contact Pastor Vonda or Anne Hill, Finance
Chair.

Thank You

Remember In Prayer
John Anderson, Jerrilyn French
(Virginia French’s daughter-in-law),
Virginia French, Tom Gates, Lolita
Hare, Linda Harris, Jean Larsen,
Jodi Stoddard, David Walker, and our
children we sponsor at Jamaa Letu
Orphanage in the Congo: Betty, Joseph,
Leon, Ruth Kashala, Ruth Mukuna,
Souzanne, Willy, and Yanick

Our Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to the
family of Richard Howell. Richard
passed away on March 11. A
memorial service was held here
at the church on March 31.

Memorial Reception Team
The Memorial Reception Team is always
looking for workers to assist from time to
time when a reception is held at the church.
These receptions are so important to the
families, and it helps to make a sad time a
little easier for them. There are several
ways that you can help, and you can
choose something that fits your schedule.
They include:
• Providing food – baked goods, fruit or
veggie tray
• Set up – putting out tables, tablecloths
and dishes, pre-making coffee and
placing food on tables
• Serving – keeping an eye on things
during the reception
• Clean up – washing dishes and putting
away food
Contact Shirley Simpson at 360-636-0804
or e-mail shirley_jean50@yahoo.com, and
she’ll add you to the list for the next time a
reception is scheduled.

Thank you to everyone for your support
these last five years, for your love,
and for the wonderful celebration at the
completion of my classes.
Thank you for the cards, gifts, and the
gift certificate to Greg’s Gardens.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
I am so thankful to be your pastor and
so thankful for the ministry we share
here in Kelso.
--Pastor Vonda
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Financial Report

Judy Ainslie
Cherie Rapp, Kelby Thayer
Ken Dahl, Colleen Walker
Richard Graham
Gary Jackson
Jayne Lafady
Lynne Davis
Doris Bopp
Nancy Heaton
Karla Gates
Jim Baker
Peggy (Morant) Coleman
Jeanette Almos
Wally Dietel

February 2018

Date
3/04/18
3/04/18
3/11/18
3/18/18
3/25/18

3/07/18
3/14/18

General Fund
Transfer from Designated
Miscellaneous
Interest

$34,127
$370
$11
$18
$34,526
($38,788 )
($2,825 )

Building Fund Balance

$8,198

Apportionments (Shared Ministry)
Paid February – 100%
Year-to-Date – 17%
1st
2nd
Service Service

8
83
69
Talent Show
70
4
63
69
5
66
47
8
73
75
Jazz Service
Cancelled
Wednesday
Youth
11
22

Adults
8
16

Family Fun Night

3/21/18
3/28/18

$1,437

Expenses
Balance

Attendance
Sunday
School

Beginning Balance 2018

11
10

9
9

Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian Church
206 Cowlitz Way – Kelso, WA 98626-3411
Phone: 360-423-7480 / Fax 360-425-1121
Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (M-F)
Daycare Hours: 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (M-F)
E-mail: kelsoumc@cni.net
Website: www.kelsoumpc.org
Facebook: Kelso United
Methodist Presbyterian Church
Rev. Vonda McFadden, Pastor
Parsonage: 360-423-3514 / Cell: 360-393-2843
Pastor’s E-mail: pastorvonda@gmail.com
Rev. Greg and Rev. Laurel Moore, Music Directors
503-556-8131
Sunday Schedule: (Sept-May)
9:00 am Contemporary Service
9:20 am Youth Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Service
10:00 am & 12:00 pm Fellowship Time
Wednesday Schedule: (Sept-May)
5:30 pm Children/Teen Ministry
6:15 pm Praise Team Practice
7:00 pm Choir Practice

Bulletin Blooper
The outreach committee has
enlisted 25 visitors to make
calls on people who are not
afflicted with any church.

John and Trudi Gross Celebrate
40 Years of Marriage
We wouldn't be where we
are today without our
friends and family, so come
and help us celebrate
40 years of marriage with
an Open House at our home.
Finger food and beverages will be provided.
When: Saturday April 14, 2018
2:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Where: Trudi and John's House
303 Painter Roth Rd., Kelso

