Pastor’s Continued

Women Encouraging Women
Dear Bryant Avenue family and friends!
As we continue our study, Friends on the Journey, we are learning
that one of the greatest things we can do in our prayer life is to claim
the promises of God. We simply offer back to God in prayer, his
very word, and the promises he has given us.
In the Bible there are general promises, and there are specific promises. General promises are promises which God has made to every believer. In 1 John 1:9 God says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. This promise is true to everyone, in every situation.
Then there are specific promises. I take Isaiah 1:19 for example, “If
thou are willing and obedient, thou shall eat the good of the
land.” Often specific promises are conditional. Deuteronomy chapter 28 is a chapter filled with specific promises which we often take
as general promises. But in verse one God says “if you obey,” and
then in verse 15 God says “if you do not obey”.
Claiming the promises of God brings me great encouragement and
comfort, especially John 6: 37, “All that the Father gives me will
come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.” I
praise God for this promise, because I think you would agree with me
when I say, we all sometimes feel like we should be cast out! But
Jesus has promised that if we are his, he never will. Let’s draw
strength and encouragement as we learn and pray the promises of
God. Come join us each Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. Hope to see
you this Sunday!
Group Leader Barbara Hooks

It is easy for a husband who is unsaved, or spiritually immature to abuse this
principle. It is also easy for a wife who is unsaved or spiritually immature to
rebel against this principle. But I would like for you to remember that biblical
principles are like physical laws, you break them to your own detriment.
Next month’s session will deal directly with the husband learning how to lead
his wife in a godly manner. If the wife is to follow, then the husband must
know how to lead. My prayer is that marriages will be strengthened and lives
transformed through our time together. It is not too late to come join us, nor is
it too late to invite a couple you may know who you feel needs to be in our fellowship. Our next meeting will be March 28th at 6:00 p.m. at Bryant Avenue.
If we can strengthen marriages, we can strengthen families, which will strengthen our churches and our communities, which will strengthen our society, which
will strengthen the generations to come. If marriage and the family is the foundation for our society then why haven’t we done more to help them? Join me in
prayer for our marriages. Let us pray that like the freeing of Paul and Saul came
in Acts 16, that through our efforts and the prayers of the saints, that the foundation of the prison of selfishness and ignorance will be shaken and many will be
set free to the truth of the word of God, and life transformation will follow, all
for his glory and honor. Be blessed!
His slave your servant! Bro. David

Marriage Policy

Due to the recent legalization of same-sex marriage in the state of Oklahoma,
Bryant Avenue Baptist Church will be amending their current bylaws to include the following policy.
Our statement of faith, the Baptist Faith and Message (2000), expresses our
fundamental biblical conviction that Christian marriage is, by definition, the
spiritual and physical uniting of one man and one woman in an exclusive covenant commitment for their joint lifetime. Christian marriage is God’s unique
gift to reveal the union between Christ and His Church. As such, this local
church believes that wedding ceremonies on church property are spiritual observances of worship of God who created this divine institution. As worship
services, weddings on church property shall be officiated by one or more ordained ministers of the gospel. The church may decline to make its facilities or
ministers available for any wedding if it is determined that one or both of the
parties are not biblically and/or legally qualified to marry. Such determinations
may be made by the [pastor, church council, or wedding committee, etc.], subject to the direction of the church.
No minister [or employee] of the church shall officiate at any marriage ceremony unless such marriage is consistent with this policy.

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID
Okla. City, Okla.
Permit No. 295

Bryant Avenue Baptist Church
4748 S. Bryant Avenue
Oklahoma City, OK 73135
405-672-4511

Bryant Avenue Baptist
4748 S. Bryant Avenue
Oklahoma City, Ok 73135

The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has
come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land
Song of Solomon 2:11-12

When : Saturday March 21, 2015
Time: 9am-3pm
Who: You
Where: Bryant Avenue Baptist Church
4748 S. Bryant Avenue
Oklahoma City, OK 73117
This is a first come first serve event.

Join us as we learn about
Women of the Bible.
900 am
Terri Nero
Ladies Living for the King

Wednesday @
6:30 pm
With Ms. Kahlil

Nursing Home Ministry.
1st and 3rd
Sunday’s after morning
Worship

Women in Pursuit of
Holiness

Contact Keith Reiner

9:00 am
“The Fruitful Life”
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Would you like to win a cool prize. See me or
your Sunday school teacher for a form to take to
your parent/guardian. Have them furnish the information on
that form and bring it back to your teacher. Your name will
be entered in a drawing to win a cool prize!!Esther Hargrave
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T=True
H=heroes
U=Under
G=Gods
S=Service

T.H.U.G.S. Youth Group
Winter Jam is
March 7, 2015
Thank you so much
Church Family for
your support .

Get your permission slips singned

From Our Pastor

Evangelism Class
Sunday nights @ 5pm
Leader Anthony Nero

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Many of you remember that we have started a Marriage
Enrichment Fellowship here at Bryant Avenue. We meet one
Saturday a month from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. Because we are
covering biblical principles which every married and potentially married couple should know, we have therefore opened
it up to unmarried couples as well. It has been interesting to see the couple’s
reactions to the first two principles we have discussed. David Johnston does a
great job in presenting the principles on marriage contained in 1 Peter 3:1-7.
Principle one in his teaching is that each spouse must learn how to suffer. In a
self-seeking, me first, I have a right to be happy society, this principle definitely goes against the norms. But so did much of Jesus’ teaching. Think
about it. Jesus said, “if you want to be first you must be last.” He also taught
us that the one who is the greatest is the one who is the servant of all. Try and
figure that one out. Peter uses Jesus as an example of how love suffers long
and is kind back to the one who caused the suffering (1 Corinthians 13:3). He
does this by pointing us back to chapter two where he talks about the suffering
of Christ and how he endured it.

Mid-Del Community Health Clinic
405.672.0488

Dental Clinic
Call for appointment
405-431-0735

We still need volunteers

Principle two was just as astonishing for the women. Learn to follow your
husband. 1 Peter 3:1 says, “be subject to your own husband.” There are a few
key words in this particular command, and it is a command. I know I probably lost some women readers right here, but I did not say this, the Lord said
this. If you are not willing to follow him then you should have never married
him. There is no problem with this command, the problem is with the men
and women who read it and rebel against it. Men will either wimp out and not
try to lead, or they will not try to learn how to lead in a godly way. Then there
are some who will try to use this verse to justify acting like a tyrant and try to
dominate their wife by turning her into their own personal slave.
Then there are women who refuse to be submissive to anyone, especially the
man they are married to. I hear them say things like “he hasn’t earned the
right to lead” or “I’m smarter than he is, or why should I follow him?” The
issue is not whether he has earned the right or not, and it is not whether he is
smarter than you or not. The command says, “be subject to your own husband.” If you are smarter than him, then help him grow, but help him in a
way that leaves his manhood intact. And then there is another word in verse
one which is very important. It is the word “own.” Never give any man more
respect than you do your own husband. Never compare your husband to another man. Never be more obedient to another man than you are to your own
husband.

March 27@ 6:00pm
Contact the church

Available at Amozon.com
Pastor has some paperback
Books

Now What??
You’ve given your heart to Christ,
been baptized and need some guidance!
New Members Discipleship Class
Group Leader Dedric Jackson

