Pastor’s Continued

Women Encouraging Women
Greetings my Bryant Avenue family and friends!
I am so thankful to be a part of this great body of believers.
You love and embrace me just as I am and for that I’m truly grateful.
In spite of the fact that I am a child of the King and surrounded by
people who love me and display this love in many wonderful ways, it
would not be truthful of me to say I never get discouraged, disheartened or feel distracted, I am human after all. But I am thankful these
feelings are short lived. And I praise God for this. For me, my key is
counting my blessings. It is difficult to focus on the goodness of God
and remain in a state of discouragement.
Before I know it I find myself in a state of thankfulness, joy and adoration of my God. Psalms 103:1-4 says “Bless the Lord, O my soul;
And all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord O my
soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities,
who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction,
who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies...”. Wow,
God is so good!
Another is God’s promises; remember the old song “Standing on the
promises of God”. Proverbs 3:5-6 says “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and lean not on your own understanding and in all your
ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your path”. It is important to hide the word of God in your heart. Find scriptures that
minister to your heart in difficult times, memorize them and I promise you, the Spirit will bring them back to you and encourage
you. So, the next time you find yourself succumbing to discouragement, count your blessings and meditate on God’s word. Be encouraged! We continue our study “Friends on the journey”. We gather
every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. Come and see, the Lord is good!
Group Leader Barbara Hooks

Bro. David

By the way, our next Marriage Enrichment Fellowship will be held on February 21 at 6:00 p.m. at Bryant Avenue. This is a great ministry to be in prayer
for. In our Fellowship we are learning the “Seven Biblical Principles For
Husbands and Wives.” This is a six session video teaching by David L. Johnston. If you missed the first session, you can watch it on Youtube. Because
the principles are biblical, and important for everyone to know, we have also
opened our fellowship up to couples who may be thinking about getting married one day. We had an awesome time at the fellowship, and every couple
attending talked about how much they were helped, they were also surprised
by principle one. If you are interested in attending our next fellowship please
let me know by calling the church (405) 672-4511 or emailing me at martinhooks445@gmail.com. Hope to see you soon!
His slave your servant!

Marriage Policy

Due to the recent legalization of same-sex marriage in the state of Oklahoma, Bryant Avenue Baptist Church will be amending their current bylaws to include the following policy.
Our statement of faith, the Baptist Faith and Message (2000), expresses
our fundamental biblical conviction that Christian marriage is, by definition, the spiritual and physical uniting of one man and one woman in an
exclusive covenant commitment for their joint lifetime. Christian marriage is God’s unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His
Church. As such, this local church believes that wedding ceremonies on
church property are spiritual observances of worship of God who created
this divine institution. As worship services, weddings on church property
shall be officiated by one or more ordained ministers of the gospel. The
church may decline to make its facilities or ministers available for any
wedding if it is determined that one or both of the parties are not biblically and/or legally qualified to marry. Such determinations may be made
by the [pastor, church council, or wedding committee, etc.], subject to
the direction of the church.
No minister [or employee] of the church shall officiate at any marriage
ceremony unless such marriage is consistent with this policy.
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So we have come to know and to believe the love that
God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him
1 John 4:16

Join us as we learn about
Women of the Bible.
900 am
Terri Nero
Ladies Living for the King

Nursing Home Ministry.

Women in Pursuit of Holiness

1st and 3rd
Sunday’s after morning
Worship

Wednesday @
6:30 pm
With Ms. Kahlil

9:00 am
“The Fruitful

Contact Keith Reiner

Hey Kids in Grades 1 through 6.
Would you like to win a cool prize. See me or
your Sunday school teacher for a form to take to
your parent/guardian. Have them furnish the information on
that form and bring it back to your teacher. Your name will
be entered in a drawing to win a cool prize!!Esther Hargrave
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T=True
H=heroes
U=Under
G=Gods
S=Service

T.H.U.G.S. Youth Group
Winter Jam is
March 7, 2015
Thank you so much
Church Family for
your support .

Youth must be actively attending our youth
classes to go.

From Our Pastor

Discipleship Class

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ,

Sunday nights @ 5pm
Leader Anthony Nero

It seems as if January just came a few days
ago, and we are
already into February. The fact that time passes so quickly reminds me
of the importance of valuing each and every day. I think I said this last
month as well, but if I did then it bears repeating. God has given us
each moment, and each breath, and He desires us to use them for His
glory.
What new commitments have you made for 2015? Which ones have
you made that will bring you closer to God? More than anything else
God desires a close intimate relationship with each of us. This is not
just about salvation, but it is a about spending time with Him. Spending time in prayer, and I mean earnest prayer. Many times we can pray
out of habit, or ritual, or simply because we know we need to. The
words run through our minds and out of our mouths and we think we
have prayed. But earnest prayer is a prayer which comes from our
hearts. It finds its genesis in a God honoring desire which burdens our
heart and creates a restlessness which only He can bring peace to.
Earnest prayers are usually specific prayers. Not simply saying “God
bless my church”, or “Lord bless this certain individual.” Those are
good request, but let’s pray specifically. Prayers like “God create within our church a unity, and a peace among the members which can only
be explained by the presence of your Spirit, and which all who do not
know You will marvel at when they are in our presence.” Let’s pray
that God will stir up the spiritual gifts He has placed in each of His children here at Bryant. Let’s pray this stirring will be so strong, that there
will be a supernatural hunger created in the heart of each believer which
will not allow them to rest until they are serving in the place He has for
them.
Earnest prayers are not just specific prayers, they are also heartfelt
prayers. Like in John 17 where Jesus prays for his disciples, and Ephesians 1:17-20 where Paul prays for the Ephesian believers. Ask God to
lay on your heart what He desires for you to be in earnest prayer for?
After all, we do want to be praying in His will. Will you join me in
making 2015 a year where we spend time in earnest prayer before the
Lord?

Mid-Del Community Health Clinic
405.672.0488

Dental Clinic
Call for appointment
405-431-0735

We still need volunteers

January 17 @ 6:00pm
Contact the church

Available at Amozon.com
For paperback or E-book

Now What??
You’ve given your heart to Christ,
been baptized and need some guidance!
New Members Discipleship Class
Group Leader Dedric Jackson

