
July 5th

6th Sunday after Pentecost

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, "Look, we are your bone and flesh.

For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and brought it in. The
LORD said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler
over Israel." So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made a
covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel.
David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. At Hebron he
reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and
Judah thirty-three years. 

David occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all around
from the Millo inward. And David became greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of hosts,
was with him.

Psalm 48 Page 651, BCP

Magnus Dominus

1 

Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised; *

in the city of our God is his holy hill. 

2 

Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is the hill of Zion, *
the very center of the world and the city of the great King. 

3 

God is in her citadels; *
he is known to be her sure refuge. 

4 

Behold, the kings of the earth assembled *
and marched forward together. 

5 

They looked and were astounded; *
they retreated and fled in terror. 



6 

Trembling seized them there; *
they writhed like a woman in childbirth,
like ships of the sea when the east wind shatters them. 

7 

As we have heard, so have we seen,
in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God; *
God has established her for ever. 

8 

We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, *
in the midst of your temple. 

9 

Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to the world's end; *
your right hand is full of justice. 

10 

Let Mount Zion be glad
and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments. 

11 

Make the circuit of Zion;
walk round about her; *
count the number of her towers. 

12 

Consider well her bulwarks;
examine her strongholds; *
that you may tell those who come after. 

13 

This God is our God for ever and ever; *
he shall be our guide for evermore. 



2 Corinthians 12:2-10

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven-- whether in

the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such a person-- whether
in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows-- was caught up into Paradise and
heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one
I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to
boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one
may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the
exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too
elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me,
"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ;
for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.

Mark 6:1-13

Jesus left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath

he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said,
"Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of
power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of
James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took
offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their
hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house." And he could do no deed of
power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was
amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send them
out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take
nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear
sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there
until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you
leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them." So they went out and
proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who
were sick and cured them.



July 12th

7th Sunday after Pentecost

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. David and all the people

with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God, which is
called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. They carried the ark
of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah
and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart with the ark of God; and Ahio went in
front of the ark. David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the LORD with all their
might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 

So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David
with rejoicing; and when those who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed
an ox and a fatling. David danced before the LORD with all his might; David was girded with a
linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting,
and with the sound of the trumpet.

As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of the
window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in
her heart.

They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had
pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before the LORD.
When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed
the people in the name of the LORD of hosts, and distributed food among all the people, the
whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and
a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes.

Psalm 24 Page 613, BCP

Domini est terra

1 

The earth is the LORD'S and all that is in it, *

the world and all who dwell therein. 

2 

For it is he who founded it upon the seas *
and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 

3 



"Who can ascend the hill of the LORD? " *
and who can stand in his holy place?" 

4 

"Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, *
who have not pledged themselves to falsehood,
nor sworn by what is a fraud. 

5 

They shall receive a blessing from the LORD *
and a just reward from the God of their salvation." 

6 

Such is the generation of those who seek him, *
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

7 

Lift up your heads, O gates;
lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
and the King of glory shall come in. 

8 

"Who is this King of glory?" *
"The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle." 

9 

Lift up your heads, O gates;
lift them high, O everlasting doors; *
and the King of glory shall come in. 

10 

"Who is he, this King of glory?" *
"The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory." 



Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of
the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according
to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise
of his glory.

Mark 6:14-29

King Herod heard of the demons cast out and the many who were anointed and cured, for Jesus'

name had become known. Some were saying, "John the baptizer has been raised from the dead;
and for this reason these powers are at work in him." But others said, "It is Elijah." And others
said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John,
whom I beheaded, has been raised." 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married her. For John had
been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his
daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to
the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it." And he solemnly swore to her,
"Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." She went out and said to her
mother, "What should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer." Immediately she
rushed back to the king and requested, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter." The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the
guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders
to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they
came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.



July 19th

8th Sunday after Pentecost

2 Samuel 7:1-14a

When David, the king, was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his

enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in
mind; for the LORD is with you."

But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus
says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in
a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say
to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following
the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and
have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the
name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall
afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel;
and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the
LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your
ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I
will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of
his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.

Psalm 89:20-37 Page 715, BCP

Tunc locutus es

20

"I have found David my servant; *

with my holy oil have I anointed him. 

21

My hand will hold him fast *
and my arm will make him strong. 

22

No enemy shall deceive him, *
nor any wicked man bring him down. 



23

I will crush his foes before him *
and strike down those who hate him. 

24

My faithfulness and love shall be with him, *
and he shall be victorious through my Name. 

25

I shall make his dominion extend *
from the Great Sea to the River. 

26

He will say to me, 'You are my Father, *
my God, and the rock of my salvation.' 

27

I will make him my firstborn *
and higher than the kings of the earth. 

28

I will keep my love for him for ever, *
and my covenant will stand firm for him. 

29

I will establish his line for ever *
and his throne as the days of heaven." 

30

"If his children forsake my law *
and do not walk according to my judgments; 

31

If they break my statutes *
and do not keep my commandments; 

32

I will punish their transgressions with a rod *
and their iniquities with the lash; 

33

But I will not take my love from him, *



nor let my faithfulness prove false. 

34

I will not break my covenant, *
nor change what has gone out of my lips. 

35

Once for all I have sworn by my holiness: *
'I will not lie to David. 

36

His line shall endure for ever *
and his throne as the sun before me; 

37

It shall stand fast for evermore like the moon, *
the abiding witness in the sky.' " 

> 

Ephesians 2:11-22

Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the uncircumcision" by those who are

called "the circumcision" -- a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands--
remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of
the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the
cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in
one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with
the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually
into a dwelling place for God.



Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to

them, "Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while." For many were
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a
deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried
there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and
he began to teach them many things. 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When they
got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and
began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into
villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might
touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

July 26th

9th  Sunday after Pentecost

2 Samuel 11:1-15

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers

and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained
at Jerusalem. 

It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on the
roof of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very
beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, "This is Bathsheba
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite." So David sent messengers to get her, and she
came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she
returned to her house. The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, "I am pregnant."

So David sent word to Joab, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent Uriah to David. When
Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going.
Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house, and wash your feet." Uriah went out of the
king's house, and there followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of
the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. When they
told David, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David said to Uriah, "You have just come
from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?" Uriah said to David, "The ark and
Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in
the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you
live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing." Then David said to Uriah, "Remain here
today also, and tomorrow I will send you back." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the
next day, David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the
evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to



his house.

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the letter he
wrote, "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that
he may be struck down and die."

Psalm 14 Page 598, BCP

Dixit insipiens

1

The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." *

All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
there is none who does any good. 

2

The LORD looks down from heaven upon us all, *
to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is one who seeks after God. 

3

Every one has proved faithless;
all alike have turned bad; *
there is none who does good; no, not one. 

4

Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers *
who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upon the LORD? 

5

See how they tremble with fear, *
because God is in the company of the righteous. 

6

Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, *
but the LORD is their refuge. 

7

Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! *
when the LORD restores the fortunes of his people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 



Ephesians 3:14-21

I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its

name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened
in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power
to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness
of God. 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than
all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.

John 6:1-21

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd

kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the
mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was
near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip,
"Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?" He said this to test him, for he himself
knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy enough
bread for each of them to get a little." One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said
to him, "There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so
many people?" Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was a great deal of grass in
the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he
had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they
wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather up the fragments left over, so
that nothing may be lost." So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley
loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign
that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world." 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the
sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough
because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw
Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them,
"It is I; do not be afraid." Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat
reached the land toward which they were going.


