
Oakwoods Baptist Church History 

2019 – 2020 

Oakwoods Baptist Church faced many trials and received many 

blessings during the 2019-2020 church year.  Starting the 2019 church 

year, Oakwoods adopted a new mission statement, Reaching Up, 

Reaching Out and Reaching In. Pastor Christopher Clark began a new 

adult discipleship focus called, “This We Believe – The Baptist Faith 

and Message 2000,” during Wednesday night service. After a time of 

worshiping through song and prayer, Pastor Christopher led a 

discussion about the different points of Southern Baptist doctrine, 

and why these practices are in place.  

Deacons for the church year 2019-2020 were selected by election on 

Sunday August 11, 2019 at the 11:00 worship service.  Donald Faw 

and John L Jones, both ordained deacons, were elected. Danny 

Johnson and Bruce Johnson, rotated off the actively serving board at 

this time. Nathan Duncan was selected by the deacon body to serve as 

Chairman of Deacons.  

Oakwoods continued its strong tradition of supporting missions in 

2019 and 2020. The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering goal was set at 

$4,000.00. Members were encouraged to prayerfully give towards 

meeting this goal for International Missions.  Oakwoods exceeded the 

goal by giving $4,825.00. 

During a business meeting in early 2020, Chairman of Deacons Nathan 

Duncan presented selling the brown church van. With two new vans, 

the brown van was no longer in use.  No interested buyer came 

forward to purchase the van. At a subsequent business meeting, a 



motion was made and passed to donate the old van to Robert Duncan 

Ministries.  

A new sound system was installed in the Oakwoods Baptist Church 

sanctuary in 2020, as well as a new church directory published in 

2020. 

In March 2020, the United States was deeply impacted by the COVID 

19 pandemic.  Under order of the NC Governor, church services and 

other group events across the state were cancelled, beginning March 

15, 2020. In addition to the cancellation of regular services, spring 

revival and Vacation Bible School (VBS) were also canceled. This was 

an unprecedented time for the United States, the State of North 

Carolina, Wilkes County and the Oakwoods Baptist Church 

community.   

While under the Governor’s Stay at Home order, Spectrum television 

Channel 191 continued broadcasting worship service led by Pastor 

Christopher. Although he delivered the message to an empty church, 

people were able to hear the Gospel via television from their homes. 

Through social media platforms like Facebook, some Sunday School 

classes, Sunday morning worship service and Wednesday night 

services were able to be viewed live by anyone with internet access.  

During this time, communication was maintained between the church 

and her members by way of bi-monthly newsletters sent via mail and 

email and also phone tree messages.  

Beginning on May 17, 2020 Oakwoods adapted to Phase 1 of the 

Governor’s Stay at Home order and launched drive-in parking lot 

services. In compliance with physical distancing restrictions, Sunday 

morning worship service was conducted from the front porch steps. 



Attendees were able to worship from the parking lot while remaining 

in their vehicles.  Thanks to 99.9 FM, Sunday morning attendees were 

able to listen to the service through their vehicle radio.  A keyboard 

and other audio equipment items were moved to the front porch of 

the church.  Church pianist Angela Reins played the keyboard as she 

would the piano in the sanctuary, congregational music was led by 

Choir Director Melissa McGuire and Pastor Christopher delivered the 

message of God’s word, all from the front steps to attendees in their 

vehicles.  This was an innovative and trail blazing initiative in the face 

of trying times.  

During the NC Governor’s Phase 2 of COVID re-entry, a court order 

made it permissible for churches across the state to resume service. 

People were welcomed back into the sanctuary for worship service on 

June 28, 2020. Attendees maintained health safety by observing six 

feet of physical distancing, with masks and hand sanitizer available at 

entrances.  A new pattern of entry requested that all enter into 

church through doors on the right and exit through doors on the left. 

On Sunday, July 12, 2020, adult Sunday School classes resumed. 

Physical distancing continued to be observed by maintaining a 

standard six feet between individuals while in Sunday School 

classrooms.  

As the church fiscal year drew to a close at the end of August 2020, 

physical distancing remained in place.   

In 2019-2020 Oakwoods Baptist Church lost six members to death: 

James Lester Burgess died January 8, 2019, John Parker died August 

26, 2019, Loraine Sheets Baity died September 14, 2019, Michael 



Grimstead died December 4, 2019, Dorothy Smithey Stroud died 

March 7, 2020 and Fred Canter died August 5, 2020. 

Despite the unprecedented challenges of 2020, God continues to bless 

Oakwoods Baptist Church.   

Respectfully Submitted: 

Martha Hayes McCann 

Linda Johnson Revis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


