
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan-Feb. ’21 Parent Report 
 

The start to this new calendar year came with large 
hopes and anticipations. We were looking forward just 
to getting out of ‘2020’ and stepping into 2021 with 
hopes that things just must be better. At the beginning 
of January, I anticipated us taking our annual winter 
retreat trip just a handful of weeks later, but that 
didn’t get to take place due to a multitude of things 
that were out of my control. I must be honest with you, 
I grieved over it. I know how much our students value 
that time away with each other as it’s such an immersive 
time of fellowship and encountering God together. All 
of us were looking forward to it, especially after this 
past year that we’ve all experienced in different ways.  
 But, sometimes you just have to change course. I 
knew I wanted to do something for our students during 
that now empty weekend but I just didn’t know where to 
start. I knew we couldn’t go to Gatlinburg, I knew we 
couldn’t stay overnight and share cabins – so what 
could we do? Well, have the “GR8EST WKND EVER” of 
course… and boy, did we. The initial plan was to eat 
dinner together then go to the movies on Friday night, 
go to sky zone in Murfreesboro on Saturday morning, 
and play “Among us” In-real-life on Monday when they 
were out of school. Three days, three separate events 
that they could come to. I was faced with challenges 
and decisions that had to be made on each day whether 
it was logistics or weather related, but we had an 
awesome time together. Seeing our students connect 
over making popcorn, interacting with those who they 
don’t normally cross paths with, and just seeing a smile 
on their faces, is all worth it.  



I do have a favorite moment from the weekend, though. 
On Saturday at sky Zone, I was doing my normal routine 
of when we go to a public place together: Walk around, 
check on everyone, make sure everyone is having a good 
time and that nothing or no one is broken LOL. I made my 
way to this ramp that a couple of our students were 
gathering around called, “The Wall.” It had different 
heights of where someone could run up what looked 
like a steep skating ramp and climb at the top (A 
challenge that I did not even attempt, cause I would 
have pulled at least 3 muscles). I would watch one 
student run up and succeed, and another student run 
up and not make it. It’s probably the hardest thing to do 
there. There were moments where students and even 
random strangers kept trying and trying to get up the 
ramp, but they were either too close or it just didn’t 
look quite possible…. But then I noticed it … Loud 
cheering that was filling up the entire indoor jump 
park, and it was coming from our students. They were 
cheering on their friends whether they made it to the 
top or if they didn’t, and that so warmed my heart. That 
shows a culture of love and encouragement that is 
among our students and I cannot tell you how proud I 
was to be their youth pastor at that moment and be 
wearing “estillnaz Youth” down my sleeve.  
Great things are happening. There will be times where 
have to change course and shift plans, but at the end of 
the day, I hope they know that they have a group of 
friends and a youth pastor that is cheering for them in 
the mountain-top moments and in the valleys.  
 
(pictures below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 

 



Announcements:  
 
Youth Group Long-sleeve shirts are now available! Luke 
is actually displaying it in the far left of the first two 
pictures above. These shirts are NICEEEE and super 
comfortable and most importantly… they are FREE for 
our students! I handed out a good amount over our 
G.W.E. but I have plenty left in my office if your 
student has not gotten one yet. Also, if you are a 
parent or you’re just at our church and you would like 
one, we are asking for donations in exchange for the 
shirt!  
Sizes: S-3XL  
 
 
 
 
 
Find us on Facebook: “EstillNaz Youth”  
IG: @EstillNazYouth 
EMAIL: Pastorjake@estillnaz.org 
 
 
 
Much love and peace and blessings, 
Pastor Jake 


