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Pastoral Letter
If I had a nickel for every time in the past few months I have thought or said, “I’m ready for everything
to be back to what I was used to,” I would be incredibly wealthy. I’m willing to bet some of you have
said the same thing. Whatever novelty there was to quarantine and social distancing at the beginning has
worn off. And while we are still abiding by all the appropriate guidelines to keep our community safe
and to love our neighbors, it feels a little extra draining. That’s why I feel like the Holy Spirit lined
things up for the current sermon series that focuses on Moses’ and the Israelites wandering in the desert. These sermons have been good news to this preacher, and I hope they have been for you as well
(or if you haven’t watched, you can watch previous Sundays on our Facebook page or request a DVD
from the office.) Looking at the overview of the scriptures we’ve already read, and some that we’ll look
at in the next few weeks, drives home the message of how God provides, and does so graciously:
•

•
•

•

We’ve seen how God responded to the Israelites’ cry for food with manna, just enough of what they
needed to be full each day.
We saw how God answered their grumbling of thirst by bringing forth water from a rock.
We will see how God provides the boundaries and limits the people need to be in proper relationship
with God and each other.
And we will see (in a somewhat unusual text) how God provides healing from venomous snakes.

In each of these scriptures, God provides just what the people need, often by helping them to see what
resources were already present around them. They just needed to be made aware of them. Each of these
experiences better reshapes the people from slaves of Pharaoh, into God’s chosen people. The more time
they spend in the desert depending on God, the more time they put into practicing trusting God. I think
the times of COVID-19 are something of a wilderness for us as well. I wonder how God might be better
shaping us to turn away from other places we might be
tempted to put our trust, and fully rely on security in
God? How might God be demonstrating that God still
provides for our needs today, and does so with abundance? And how might there be resources for just
enough of what we need already in our midst, we just
need to be directed to notice them? These times are
difficult, and just like the Israelites wished God would
take them to the promised land right that instance, I,
too, wish we could be done with this wilderness immediately. But I think God has more to teach us here,
more ways to better shape us, and more ways for us to
learn to trust God. And as ever, we can be confident
that God will continue to journey with us.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Sarah

HELP NEEDED
ASAC VOLUNTEERS
1. Volunteers to help with homework. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
3:00—4:30. It’s fun and rewarding!
2. We have one volunteer to build the GAGA Pit, we need a couple more. The
Pit will benefit all children at ASAC and Skiatook FUMC. We have plans and
will have supplies on site, ready to assemble.
ASAC STAFF
1. We will need a new staff member November 2nd.

Must be 18, pass a background check, CPR certified and LOVE CHILDREN!
CHURCH VOLUNTEERS
1. When we are able to have Sunday School and Children’s Church again, let’s
be ready! I need help on Sunday mornings with both.
CHURCH STAFF
1. We will need another staff member for the nursery. This position
includes Sunday mornings 9:00 to 12:00 and occasional evening services.

Contact Miria @ 405-850-2253
asac@fumcskiatook.com or children@fumcskiatook.com

Watch FB (SkiatookFUMCchildren)

Skiatook FUMC Youth
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STUFF TO KNOW

Finding the New Normal
Outdoor events seem to be working for our youth group. The kids
have had a lot of fun and social distance is much more possible than it
is in our youth room. I will be sending out a digital sign up so we can
hopefully move toward getting together twice a month. They’ve been
very patient and I appreciate them!
We have not forgotten about FIX! Since the FIX program will also need
to be outside, we will need to wait a little later in the year to get
things started. We are watching the school closely to make sure that
when we do begin FIX, it will be a safe and healthy situation for our
kids and volunteers. Thank you for your patience and cooperation!
In other news, one of our graduated seniors, Kaitlan Teague, is now a
freshman at the University of Oklahoma and recently pledged Alpha
Gamma Delta, making her a sorority sister of our own Pastor Sarah!

• Youth Bible Study on
Wednesday nights via
Zoom from 6:00 pm8:00 pm!
• FIX is canceled until further notice
• Questions? Call Meg at
(918)906-0414. Texting
is even better!

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 Debbie Bennerr for ushering
each week
 Debbie Bennett for changing the
church sign during August
 Carolyn Brooks, Verna Linzy,
Marietta Dunham, and Julie Guy
for making washable, reusable
masks to donate to our schools
 Jackie Hull, Robin Edens, and
Tish Burill for proving piano and
organ music each week
Pastor Sarah
dropping off
washable,
reusable
masks to
one of our
local elementary
schools

UMW News
The UMW will be meeting on Thursday, September 10th at 10 am, in
room 103. We will have a short business meeting, followed by lunch together. Please bring a lunch. I’ve invited Pastor Sarah to join us. This
will give each of us an opportunity
to visit with her and, at the same
time, give us all chance to catch up
with one another. We will be practicing social distancing, so please
don’t forget to bring your masks. I
look forward to seeing everyone
again!
~ Lora Cartner

Gifts were Given...


To the LAF Building
by Glenn & Mary Nelson

AP P R E C I AT I O N
Red Cross Blood Drives
For those who like to plan their regular blood donations, please make
note of the following dates and
times we have scheduled to sponsor
the Red Cross Blood Drives through
the end of 2020. Until further notice, donors will be required to
make an appointment (call 1-800RED-CROSS) and will also be required to wear a mask. Donors
must be at least 17 years old and
weigh 110 lbs. Those who have a
prior, verified diagnosis of COVID-19,
but are now symptom free and fully
recovered from COVID-19 are especially
needed. *Please note the Sept. time.
September 8th: 12:30 am—5:30 pm
November 5th: 12:30 pm—6:30 pm

Words cannot fully express
our appreciation for the
love, care, and generosity
our family has received to
celebrate Kelie and Bailey’s
upcoming nuptials. You
sent well wishes and prayers, you made time in your
schedule to attend the
wedding shower, and so
many of you sent gifts to
help them begin their life
together. Your generosity
and love is
overwhelming and we
are grateful
for each of
you! We
thank you, and we love you
all!
Jon and Ka’Lu Underwood

Missing Worship?
If you have not been able to return to
in person worship, please do not forget that we stream each Sunday on
Facebook. You do not have to have a
Facebook account to watch. Also,
Vernon Fuller records the service and
makes it available on DVD each
week. Call the office and Ka’Lu can
get you a copy. Please don’t let distance separate you from your worship
time with God or your church family!

Volunteer Opportunities
Ms. Miria is looking for volunteers for
to help at the After School Adventure
Camp and to help build a gaga ball pit
for the children in our church. Volunteers for ASAC are encouraged to donate whatever time they have to give.
It can be an hour or two each week,
every other week, or even once a
month. The ASAC campers range
from pre-K through 5th grade and
sometimes need help with homework
or reading in the library for free time.
This is a great way to make appositive
impression!
If you are more of a hands on person
and like to build, Ms. Miria has designs to build a gaga ball pit, and she
also has the funds for the supplies.
She just needs YOU! If you think you
can help make this so that our children
of all ages
can have lots
of fun while
getting in
physical activity, please
contact Ms.
Miria.

Newest ASAC Teacher
The After School Adventure Camp welcomes its newest employee, Kelsie Johnson. Kelsie is a 2020 graduate of Sand
Springs High School. She was a member
of the National Honor Society, the dance
team, and has been concurrent at Tulsa
Community College. She is looking forward to a future in nursing.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE RECYCLE!

Coming Soon
Keep a look out for an upcoming Bible study
with Pastor Sarah! We'll be studying Called, by
Susan Robb.

loved disciple. The
same God that
called these unlike-

"Throughout the Bible, God interrupts the lives ly characters calls
of ordinary men and women, calling and em- you, too, to bring
powering them to lives of service they never

hope and transfor-

could have imagined on their own! Discover

mation to the

how to hear and respond to the unique call

world."

God is placing on your life through the stories
of ordinary people found in the Bible. Called
will examine the lives of Abraham, Samuel, Esther and Mary Magdalene, Jonah, and the be

Stayed tuned for
more information about the wheres and
whens!

