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Becoming Invitational in Skiatook
“Come and go with me, to my Father’s House. It’s a big, big house with lots and lots of room. A
big, big, table with lots and lots of room.” From Big House by Audio Adrenaline.
If you’ve ever helped with Vacation Bible School, church camp, children’s ministry, or were even just around in
the 1990’s listening to Contemporary Christian Music, you just might recognize the above song. Big House was
a big hit for the Christian band Audio Adrenaline. Two generations of youth have grown up doing the motions to
this song. But it is the opening line of the chorus that I want to focus on: “Come and go with me to my Father’s
House.” The opening line is an invitation! One person is inviting another individual to church, and telling that
person the good things about his or her church, and about the Kingdom of God.
Statistics show that a person is much more likely to visit a church they have never been to before if they have
been personally invited by someone they know. Statistics also show that the average person attending a new
church has been invited multiple times to that church. That was certainly my experience when I returned to
church after a very long absence. Some of you may have heard the story—I was invited by a fellow teacher as
well as the principal of the school where I was teaching. Over a period of 5 years, a few times a year, with very
gentle, casual invitations, I finally accepted their invitation to “Come and go with me to my Father’s House.” It
changed my life and the life of my family.
Society and the world around us are changing. No longer is attending church an “automatic” thing. Even being
Christian is not nearly the norm it was years ago. Take a look around your neighborhood, your workplace, your
school, your children’s sports teams. How many of those individuals are just waiting for an invitation to a place
where they could belong? How many people are desperately trying to find a place they fit in, a place where they
can be accepted, and know that God loves them? How many people are out there in a hurting world, looking for
answers that can be found only in Jesus Christ? How many are longing for a sense of community?
Take a chance and invite someone to come to church with you. A great opportunity would be any day of course,
but on Sunday, September 20, we will have our Block Party. That is a day where we will worship in one service
together, and stay afterwards for food, fellowship and fun. It is a day especially designed to make it easy to invite someone to “Come and go with me to my Father’s House.” It’s a great, non-threatening way for someone
new to be our guest. We even have postcards made that you can give to someone as an easy way of inviting
them. Would you be in prayer with me, as to whom you can invite to “Come and go with me to my Father’s
House?” Someone out there needs to hear it from you!

Blessings,
Pastor Susan

September Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

FIX
Fix is a preteen ministries for 5th & 6th graders. It is
a bridge between Children’s and Youth ministries.
We meet Wednesdays after school until 4:30 in the old fellowship hall. Join us for a snack, games, and a Bible lesson.
We will be working through the stories of the Old Testament
this year. The 3rd Wednesday of each month we stay till
6:00 pm and do a fun activity or field trip.
Led by Pastor Susan Whitley and Youth Director Linda Tucker.
For more info call: 918-396-2519

Acolyte Calendar:
6th Lexi / Mallory
13th Tyler / Will
20th Lexi / Mallory
27th Gabe / Payton

After School Adventures Camp (ASAC)
We need your help! We are building catapults September 24th. That means we need 40
milk carton caps by Sep. 20th. Just hand them to me (Miria) when you see me at church!
And, as always if you would like to volunteer let me know!

“ON A MISSION”

Our theme for study this month in Children’s
Sunday School is Mission.

Can you help?
The kids of FIX need someone to volunteer to bring a light snack
once a month. We need 3-4 people to volunteer once a month to
bring a snack, make some lemonade, and clean up afterwards. It
takes about an hour of your time. If you can help, please let Pastor
Susan know.

Congratulations to our newest acolyte, Payton Haley! Payton attended training in August
and will join the acolyte rotations in September.
If your child is interested in becoming an acolyte, please contact me and we can schedule a
training session. Miria 405-850-2253, children@fumcskiatook.com

Misc. Happenings
Congratulations on
these Baptisms!

Block Party & Mobile
Immunization Clinic

Join us on September
20th when we will have a
combined worship service at
10:30 am. Afterwards, everyone is invited to stay for
lunch, fun, and fellowship.

The month of August saw Baptisms
in both the profession of faith and
through God’s prevenient grace:
Remedy Ila Marie Brooks—Aug. 23rd
Brett Creekmore — Aug. 30th
William Schulte—Aug. 30th
Kendall Schulte—Aug. 30th

2015 Great Commission Project
If you have wondered what those envelopes in the pews are, that are labeled “Great Commission Project”,
they are for special gifts to our mission
obligations, sometimes called apportionments. Apportionments are gifts
to the Conference that fund the ministries outside of the local church. For
the past 6-7 years, we have not been
able to pay all of our obligations. With
budget constraints, only 50% have
been budgeted. The remaining
amount we hope to make up in special
giving. We are doing so much better
financially in 2015, and our goal is to
pay 100% of our apportionments.
Please consider a special gift, no matter
how small, to help us reach the goal!

Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
Lisa Riggs for driving the youth on St.
Yootz Day

This year we have FIVE
animals from Safari SanctuFall Walk to Emmaus
ary. And if you remember
Coming Soon!
last year’s snake experience,
then you know everyone is
The Walk to Emmaus is a 3 day
in for a real treat! There
inter-denominational experiwill also be games and a
ence based on United Methodbounce house and slide comist theology and understanding. bo. There is no charge, and
It begins on Thursday evening
you are encouraged to invite
and ends on Sunday afternoon.
family and friends that
It is designed to bring one clos- don’t have a home church.
er to Christ and to give a big
What a wonderful way for
boost in discipleship! The fall
them to see the
weekends will be held at Boston
love and fun
Ave. UMC.
God’s people
Men: Sept 24-27
have!
Women: Oct 8-10
If you have ever wondered
about Emmaus, see Pastor Susan for more information.









Judy Supernaw, Barbara Fuller,
and others who make themselves
available to call, set up, serve, and
clean during fellowship meals,
whether they are for breakfast,
lunch, or funeral services

Gifts Are Given:

-- In memory of Mr. Nathan Brehm by Juaneva
Megl
-- In
memory of
Mr. Nathan
Jackie Hull and Robin Edens, our
Brehm by
pianists who supply us with beautiDelbert & Nella Amen
ful piano music
-In memory of Mr. NaJerry Dollar for donating and dethan Brehm by Vern and
livering two locking file cabinets
Barabara Fuller.
for office use.

During the Block Party, Wal
-Mart will host an Immunization Clinic. Most insurance will be accepted and
filed at no additional
charge. Hope you can make
it!

With Our Deepest Sympathy
Our sympathies to Mrs. Paula
Knox and family as they grieve
the loss of her mother, Ms. Hazel Davis.
We pray for
strength as
they navigate
this difficult
path.

Misc. Happenings
Red Cross Blood Drive
The fall Red Cross Blood Drive
will be held in
the old fellowship hall during
it’s regular time,
2:00-6:30pm.
Walk-ins are
welcome, but
appointments
can be made by calling 1-800RED-CROSS or by logging on to
www.redcrossblood.org. The August drive registered 16 donors
and collected 14 pints of blood.
Thank you for your contributions
and support!
UMW Resume for
Fall Meetings
The United Methodist
Women will resume
their meetings beginning Tuesday, Sept 8
at 10:00 am. All ladies of the
church are invited to join us for
fellowship and planning for the
yearly missions!

Nursery Refurbishment!
It is time to refurbish our nursery! We are having new babies arriving in our congregation and our nursery is in dire need
of a cosmetic make-over. Specifically, we need new tables and
chairs, toys, and nursery bedding. To raise money for these
items, we are going to have a little fun with crafting and
painting!
We will be taking our really old little
wooden chairs, and making works of art from
them! There are about a thousand ideas for
painting them in really fun styles. They will
be auctioned off later in the fall.
Rachel Jones will be heading up this project! Follow her on Pinterest, or scan your
own pinterest sites for hundreds of amazing
ideas on how to paint these chairs. If you
would like to paint a chair , please let Rachel
know. We have 8-9 chairs available. We will
have two nights in September of fun and painting—-Sept. 17,
and Sept. 24 at 7 pm. Come with some ideas and paint, and
let’s get creative! If you
want to take a chair home
and paint it there, that’s ok
too! There is also one
large (adult size) wooden
chair that can be painted.
Happy painting!

The youth had a busy summer! Taco Tuesdays, district camp, Youth
Force Mission to Guymon, serving at Manna Meals, swim party, Drillers game, St. Yootz Day at Frontier City, and so on. However, with
Linda Tucker, our youth director on leave, and only two functional
Sundays in October (the 6th is Labor Day weekend, and the 20th is the
Block Party, and Pastor Susan being gone two of those Sunday nights),
it has been decided that youth will resume regular Sunday night activities beginning in October when Linda returns from maternity leave. We will have a full Fall programming
schedule beginning October 4. Be watching for fun Fall events and Sunday night regular groups. Also be
watching for news of an older youth Confirmation class beginning sometime in November. You have lots of
time to be inviting friends to join you!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Because of You!
Each year Skiatook FUMC has
been able to furnish most of
the academic items requested on the local school supply lists. In addition to
money, this takes a lot of people donating a lot of
time to make it a success. This year, we were able to
help almost 300 children! Being led by our Missions
chairperson, Sheril Lewis, help from our local WalMart, Tire Express Manager Toni Cornelius, donations
from many in our community, and YOU, we were
able to make a difference. Whether you contributed
money or time, it was all needed to make this year’s
school supply drive a success!!
Many thanks to Sheril Lewis, Toni Cornelius, Pastor Susan, Kelie Underwood, Sharon Langenberg, Erin Davis,
James Prather, Gloria Hale, Joe Hale, Nancy Livingood-Miller, Elmer Mills, Glenda Guilfoyle, Teresa
Hook, and Ka’Lu
Underwood.

RECYCLE PLEASE

Heaven Sent Coat Closet
A woman from another Skiatook church,
Partheina Watkins of First Assembly of God,
has felt the Lord speaking to her to help fill a
need in our community. She has started a
ministry accepting new or gently used jackets, hoodies, coats, gloves, hats, and blankets to be given to those in need.
If you have questions or items you would
like to donate, please call Partheina at 918277-2164 to drop off at First Assembly of
God, or they can be taken to the Dry Cleaning Station at 1225-A W. Rogers Blvd. They
will open the doors and
begin handing them out
on October 1st. She
has asked for our help
in getting the word out.
They’re mission is
“Giving Warmth from the Heart.”

