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Children in Skiatook 
 

“One day children were brought to Jesus in the hope that he would lay hands on them and pray 

over them.  The disciples shooed them off.  But Jesus intervened: ‘Let the children alone, don’t 

prevent them from coming to me.  God’s kingdom is made up of people like these.’  After laying 

hands on them, he left.”  (Matthew 19:13-15)  The Message Bible 

 
“Children should be seen and not heard” is an expression that has been around for years.  The point of the expres-

sion is well-intentioned, and is spoken as an attempt to subdue unruly children who are noisy and disruptive. But 

taken to an extreme, and applying the expression as a rule for all children at all times would be a departure from 

the norm of Scripture. The Bible teaches that God can and does communicate with children; and God can and 

does work through children. In fact, in reference to godly children, the expression “Children should be heard and 

seen” is more biblical than the reverse!   

 

We believe that children should be seen and heard here at First United Methodist Church.  Jesus makes it very 

clear to the disciples that these children who are presented to him for prayer are an important part of the Kingdom 

of God.  Elsewhere in the Gospel of Matthew (18:2-5), Jesus tells us that we are to be childlike in our faith to be 

part of God’s kingdom.  Though society did not value or recognize the worth of children, Jesus certainly did.  

And we believe that we should as well. 

 

Children are the future of the Church; indeed, they are the future of the world!  It is our responsibility as parents, 

church members, even as Christians, to insure that our children are given multiple opportunities to learn about the 

love of God and salvation through Jesus Christ.  It is important that our Sunday School classes, our Children’s 

Church, VBS, and other opportunities are fully staffed¸ that our teachers are trained, that relevant curriculum is 

taught, and that our children are given an excellence in their Christian education.  It should also be fun and ap-

pealing to each child!  As parents, grandparents, and loving church members, we should be bringing our children 

to Sunday School and other classes when possible.  We certainly insist on them being in the school classroom for 

their secular education!  Yet, we often are lax about Christian education for our children.  What does it say about 

us, when our children are here for “fun days” and parties, but not in class on a regular basis? 

 

We will be working to beef up our Christian education program in the coming weeks and months.  We have even 

been able to hire a part-time Children’s Director to help us with our vision. You can help by bringing your child 

to Sunday School and church!  And praying for our teachers!  And volunteering to teach, or even be a substitute 

teacher when needed!  In a church this size, our classrooms should never be empty and dark. If we say we value 

our children, then we should be committed to providing them with a warm educational church experience. Will 

you pray with me in the coming months about the ways in which we show our children how much they are val-

ued by God?                                 

 

       Blessings, 

Pastor Susan 



 September Children’s News 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

  WELCOME TO OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF  CHIDREN’S MINISTRIES 

Hello everyone!  My name is Miria Jones and I am the new Director of Children’s Ministries.    

I am writing to give you a little background on my experience with children and my hopes for 
the future of the Children’s program at FUMC Skiatook.   

I am a lifelong Methodist starting my journey at Miami FUMC in Miami, OK.  When our family 
moved to Oklahoma City in 1996 I transferred my membership to Village UMC.  At Village I was 
a Sunday School teacher, a VBS volunteer and Director for several years.  I was also a youth 
sponsor and volunteer with the Appalachia Service Project for 10 years (www.asphome.org).   
In addition to this my children and I were very involved in local mission work at Village where I 
served two terms as Mission Committee chair.   

Last year my husband Keifer, our son Will and I moved to Skiatook when Keifer was transferred to the Tulsa Halliburton 
office where he is a Principal Technician in the Baroid division.  This brings me to FUMC Skiatook and the Children’s pro-
gram. 

I look forward to serving the children of FUMC Skiatook with your help.  The children will  
be encouraged to be isciples of Christ through Bible study, stories, crafts and mission.  I 
look forward to meeting you all as we continue this journey with the Children of FUMC 
Skiatook.  We will schedule a meeting soon to discuss it all! 

Sincerely, 

Miria Jones             “Train up a child in the way that he should go, and even when he is old 
he will not depart from it.”     Proverbs 22:6 

Children’s Church 

Teachers Needed 

Each Sunday during the sec-

ond service, we offer a Chil-

dren’s Church experience for 

children through 5th grade.  

We use a six week rotational 

model, focusing on a different type activity each week to reinforce 

a basic Bible concept.  Children’s Church teachers are asked to do 

one lesson every six weeks!  Yes, you heard that right.  Once eve-

ry six weeks!  And the best part is—any adult can do this, even if 

your own children are long grown up! 

This is an important opportunity we offer, not only for our chil-

dren, but also for parents, and especially those families who may 

be new to attending church.  We often see our guests excited to 

know about this opportunity.  There are a couple of rotations 

open, so if you are willing to teach once every six weeks, please 

let Miria Jones know.  Curriculum will be provided to you, and 

our children will love you for it. 

FIX TO BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER 

FIX is our Fifth and Sixth grade program 

that meets on Wednesday afternoons.  

This year, we will start up again on 

Sept.3.  FIX meets immediately after 

school (students can ride the bus here) 

and then be picked up at 4:30 pm.  Once 

a month, we have FIX till Six, a long day 

with a fun activity.  Make plans now to 

send your fifth and sixth graders!  And in-

vite a friend!  We had a large group of 5th 

and 6th graders at VBS—we hope to see 

them at FIX! 

 

 



 



 

Back to School Home-
coming/Block Party – 

Sept. 14th 

Join us 
for Sun-
day 
school 
at 9:30, 
and a 
single, 
united 
worship 
service 

at 10:30am.  Afterwards, we will 
have a time of fellowship and food 
as we celebrate the life together 
in the body of Christ. 

 

  We will also have a bounce 
house, a 10 foot yellow python 
from Safari Zoo Rescue to hold 
and pet, and other games and ac-
tivities as well.  Kids can have their 
picture taken with the python! 
Invite a family member or friend 
who do not have a church home.  

 

 The goal is to have as many first 
time guests as possible, showing 
them hospitality and Christ.  Let’s 
reach out to the community 
around us!  Please plan on coming 
to church that day, and making it  
a special day.  Our goal is to have 
150 people in attendance that 
day!  If you know a member who 
hasn’t been here in a while, be 
sure and let them know about this 
day! 

 

We will need volunteers to help 
set up, and clean up afterwards.  If 
you are willing to help, please let 
the office, Pastor Susan, or Linda 
Tucker  know. 

 

Misc. Happenings 

All Church Work Day! 

We will be holding an all-church work 
day on Saturday, September 13.  Help 
us spruce up, clean up, and de-clutter 
various areas of our church.  There will 
be all kinds of tasks to be done, from 
painting, cleaning out storage areas, and everything in between.  
Help us keep our building and grounds looking great.  

The work will begin at 9:00 am, and we hope you will give some 
time to help.  Help for an hour, or a couple of hours.  Everything is 
appreciated.  We will have the coffee pot on, and donuts ready.  
See you then!    

      

Video Equipment          

Fund-

raising! 

We are 
going to 
enhance 
our 
worship by purchasing new 
video equipment for the 
sanctuary,  This will in-
clude flat screens for the 
front, new computer, wor-
ship software, and other 
items needed to install it.  
We are trying to raise 
$4000.00 this month to 
complete the amount 
needed.   

 If 40 people are willing 
to give $100, we can 
knock this amount out 
quickly.   However, please 
know that any gift of any 
size is helpful. Please des-
ignate your gift for “video 
equipment”. 

Please prayerfully consid-
er how you can help us up-
date our equipment to 
make worship more effec-
tive. 

   Servant Spotlight — 

THANKS TO: 

 Mark McKinney, Jerry Lewis  & 
Chuck Allred for providing equip-
ment, and cleaning the L.A.F. Build-
ing floor.   

 The many many volunteers who 
stood outside Wal Mart and asked 
for school supplies, those who 
shopped the next week to buy re-
maining supplies, those who sorted 
and bagged the 160 bags of sup-
plies, and those who 
came on the distri-
bution days to hand 
them out.  It took 
dozens of volun-
teers to make our 
school supply drive 
happen! 

   UMW Accepting Donations  

for Christmas Quilt Drawing 

The UMW will be accepting dona-

tions for a chance to win a home-

made, full sized Christmas quilt.  

Look for Judy Supernaw, or another 

UMW member in the missions area 

each week through October.    Dona-

tions will go towards the video 

equipment fund.   Good luck! 



  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Labor Day—
Office Closed 

2 
10:00 United 
Methodist Wom-
en 

5:30  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

 

3 
 
3pm FIX  

 

4 
10:00 Prayer 
1:00  CHUMS 

4:30Chair Yoga 

6pm Level 2 
Yoga 

6 PM:  Finance 
meeting 

7pm Bible Study 

5 

12 noon: CHUMS 

lunch in OFH 

6 
Youth to Skia-

took Lake 

 

7 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
4:30 Youth  
Group 

 

8 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

7:00  CubScouts 

 

9 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

10 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3pm FIX  
6:00:  CHUMS 
to nursing home 
6:30:  United 
Methodist Men 

11 
10:00 Prayer 
1:00  CHUMS 

4:30Chair Yoga 

6pm Level 2 
Yoga 

7pm Bible Study 

 

12 

 

13 

9:00:  Church 
Work Day  

14One Wor-

ship Sunday 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
11:45 am:   
BLOCK PAR-
TY 

15 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

7:00  Cub Scouts 

16 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

7:00  Lay Nomi-
nations Commit-
tee 

17 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3pm FIX til SIX 
5:30pm: Bell 
Choir 
6:00  Chums to 
Nursing Home 
 

18 

10:00 Prayer 
1:00  CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible Study 

 

19 
8:30:  CHUMS 
breakfast in  
Sperry 
 

 

20 

Skiatook 

Pioneer Day 

 

21 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
4:30 Youth 
Group 

22 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

7:00 Cub Scouts 

 

23 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

24 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3pm FIX  
5:30pm: Bell 
Choir 
6:00  Chums to 
Nursing Home 
 

25 

10:00 Prayer 
1:00  CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 

7 pm  Bible 
Study 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 
8:30  Worship 

9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
11:45  SPRC 
meeting 
4:30 Youth 
Group 
 

29 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

7:00 Cub Scouts 

 

 

30 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

31 
 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3pm FIX  
5:30pm: Bell 
Choir 
6:00 Chums to 
Nursing Home 
 

28 
 
10:00 Prayer 
1:00  CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6:pm  Level 2 
Yoga 
7pm Bible Study 

29                 30 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Charge Conference 

Charge Conference is our annual business meet-
ing of the church.  It is currently scheduled for 
Monday, Nov. 17 at 7:00 p.m.  Bartlesville District 
is trying something different this year. 

FUMC Skiatook is now part of a “cluster” of 4 
nearby United Methodist Churches.  Our cluster 
includes us, Avant UMC, Collinsville Meadowcreek 
UMC, and FUMC Owasso.  Our charge confer-
ences will be held all together at FUMC 
Owasso. 

The charge conference will quickly take care of 
the business portion of the church, and then 
move on to how we can be in ministry together 
as “partners” in these clusters.  The goal is for 
nearby churches to work together in ministry, us-
ing each other’s strengths, gifts, and resources to 
extend the reach of Christ in a given geographical 
area.  It will be different, but it sounds very excit-
ing.  Working together in a focused effort brings 
more gifts and talents to the table, potentially 
reaching more people for Christ. 

New Study Offered 

Pastor Susan will be teaching a 
7-week course entitled “A Disci-
ple’s Path—Deepening Your 
Relationship with Christ and the 
Church.”  The course will be 
taught on Wednesday evenings 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

It will begin on Wed., October 1, 
and run through Wed., Nov. 12. 

“A Disciple’s Path” is a program that guides indi-
viduals to take the next step in discipleship and 
become dynamic, engaged followers of Jesus 
Christ.”  It is a Wesleyan (Methodist) understand-
ing of our growth in God’s love and grace, while 
focusing on various spiritual disciplines.  

If you’ve ever wondered exactly what United 
Methodists believe, or what makes our under-
standing of Scripture and grace different from 
other denominations, you are highly encour-
aged to take this class.  Sign up by calling the 
church office or signing the registration pads in 
the pew. 


