
Dear Church family and friends, 

 

 Here at Skiatook FUMC, we have created a Re-launch team to decide about resuming in-person 

worship, and what that looks like.    Our re-launch team was comprised of members of our 

Leadership Team:  Jim Knox, Gloria Hale, Sandy Kimbrough, Vern Fuller, Lisa Riggs;  

Worship:  Cathy Allred and Beverly Dollar; Medical professionals:  Alee Fifer and Mona 

Keeline;  Staff:  Pastor Susan, Miria Jones, Ka’Lu Underwood, and Meg Burris.  We met and 

have come up with the following plan to implement worship, based on guidelines by the CDC, 

the State of Oklahoma Health department, and the Oklahoma Annual Conference of the UMC.  

Safety was our utmost, defining concern.  We will open in phases, but do not know how long 

each phase will last.  It is dependent on the latest statistical information available. 

 

We are pleased to announce that we will resume in-person worship on Sunday, June 7 at 

10:30 a.m..  It will look and feel different however, based on some of the recommendations we 

are following.  We know that many of you will choose not to return just yet, and we understand 

that.   If you find yourself nervous, or worrying about exposure, we ask you to please feel free to 

stay home.  If you are in a high-risk category due to age, pre-existing conditions, or living with 

someone who is, we understand and encourage you to choose safety first.  If you are feeling ill, 

or have any symptoms including fever, we also ask you to stay home to limit exposure to those 

around you.    I am listing some of the things we are doing to minimize the risk of Covid-19, and 

hope that you understand we are doing these things out of love, and respect, and concern for our 

church family. 

 

• The church will be thoroughly sanitized before worship on June 7.  Our custodian, Tom 

Weathers, has been keeping it clean during this time away, but we will have an 

additional deep cleaning the week before worship. 

• We are asking everyone to wear a mask, in order to limit exposure to the virus.  We will 

have disposable masks available at the door, or you may bring one from home.  If you 

cannot wear a mask for medical reasons, anxiety, or any other reason, we encourage you 

to show sacrificial love for your neighbor and remain at home. 

• We will have sanitizer available at the door as you come in and leave.  We ask you to 

please use it before entering. 

• We will observe social distancing of 6 feet in the sanctuary.  Every other pew will be 

unavailable, and pews will be marked with specific places available to sit.  Family units 

may sit together, but there be 6 feet between them and the next person.  We know you 

will understand respect this. 

• Ushers will direct you to the next available seat, beginning from front to back.  We 

cannot just wander around and sit where we’d like, unfortunately.  We are losing 

approximately 50% of our seating capacity, and need to maintain proper distancing, as 

well as maximize pew space.  We will dismiss by rows from back to front when worship 

is over. 

• Congregational singing will not take place for a while.  Numerous studies have shown 

that the projected flow of air while singing is much greater, and travels much farther.  

Several documented cases of church gatherings with choirs have led to outbreaks of 

Covid-19.  Music will be pre-recorded, or a video shown during phase 1.  Of course, 

you may sing silently, making music in your heart and your head! 



• Offering plates will not be passed.  We do not want many hands touching the plates.  

Baskets will be available to put your offering in as you come in, and as you leave. 

• Hymn books, offering envelopes, etc. will be removed from pews to avoid surface 

contamination. 

• Sanctuary doors will remain open during worship, and entrance doors will be propped 

open as you enter and exit to avoid door handles, etc. 

• Attendance of every person in worship will be recorded for purposes of contact tracing.  

In the event of a positive diagnosis of Covid-19, we need to know everyone who could 

have possibly been exposed.  County and state health officials will be notified if there is 

a confirmed case of Covid-19 that appears. 

• All worship and liturgy will be on the screens.  There will be no printed bulletins 

available. 

• Worship will be limited to approximately 45 minutes.  The longer people are in close 

proximity, the greater the risk. 

• We will continue to record the worship service, and post it online after worship is over. 

People who cannot attend can still view the service online. 

• We encourage attendees to not congregate in the building in groups either before or after 

worship.  There will be no food or drink (meaning coffee) available in the normal 

congregating areas. 

• Building and all areas used by attendees will be sanitized 48 hours after worship.  This 

gives any contamination or virus germs time to be neutralized as naturally as possible, 

and prevent exposure to those people sanitizing. Every area where people have been will 

be sanitized. 

• Sunday School classes will not meet during phase 1. 

• Children’s and youth ministries will not meet during phase 1.  Children and youth are 

welcome in worship, but must sit with family units.  Unfortunately, we cannot provide 

Children’s church or nursery during this time.  We realize this directly impacts our 

young families, and we wish it did not have to be this way. 

• Small groups (Grief groups, prayer, etc.) may meet after June 7—but must socially 

distance using the 6 feet rule and must be limited to 10 participants.  Unfortunately, this 

means no dominoes or card games for the time being.  If groups want to just gather and 

visit, or have a Bible Study while  observing these restrictions, please call the office to 

schedule use of Room 103 (Old fellowship hall)l as this is the only space large enough. 

• The office will be open beginning June 1, but we are asking the public to please call if 

you need something, continue socially distancing, and wear a mask if you come into the 

building for business.  We ask that you do this out of consideration and kindness 

towards the staff. 

 

 

What you can do to help: 

 

• Be kind and cooperative.  None of us likes having to do this simply just to attend 

worship.  Yet, it is the safest practice for now. 

• Wear a mask in loving concern for your neighbors. 

• Volunteer to come on Tuesdays and help sanitize the sanctuary and common spaces. 



• Volunteer to be an usher, even if it is not your regular month.  We will need extra hands 

for handing out masks, sanitizer, taking attendance, seating people, etc.  We’d really like 

5-6 people each week to help. 

• Pray for our church, ministries, our community, and our world. 

• Continue to support our church financially in any way you can. 

• Pray for this time of transition—changing over of pastors, as well as transitioning to a 

different way of worship. 

 

Lastly, let’s remember Paul’s admonition to the Philippians, “Let each of you look not your own 

interests, but to the interests of others.”  Philippians 2: 4    That is a basic call of the Christian 

life. 

 

And from our United Methodist Social Principles:  “Stewardship of health is the responsibility of 

each person to whom health has been entrusted.  Creating the personal, environmental, and 

social conditions in which health has been entrusted is a joint responsibility, both public and 

private.”  (Paragraph 162V) 

 

We have a responsibility to maintain worship in the safest, most responsible way we can.  I look 

forward to seeing many of you again in June. I feel confident in saying that anyone in our church 

would be simply devastated if we had put anyone at risk.   If you have ANY questions, need 

clarification, or have any concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me, to Ka’Lu 

Underwood or any member of the Re-Launch Team. 

 

For now, 

Go in Peace. 

Pastor Susan 

 


