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Discipleship in Skiatook
“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved
us…” Ephesians 5:1 (NIV)
One of the distinctive understandings of United Methodism is John Wesley’s emphasis on the idea of
“sanctification.” Sanctification is a big fancy church word, but it is essentially the understanding that our faith is
a journey, and we are called to grow and to mature in faith and understanding. As Christians, we are expected to
become transformed. In other words, we are to become disciples. Discipleship is an important component of
our faith journey. Jesus himself sets the example with his own disciples, as he continually teaches and instructs
them. The writer of Hebrews reminds us that we are to grow from infants needing milk, to mature people with
solid food. The writer is talking about spiritual maturity. (Hebrews 5: 12-14) In Deuteronomy, the Israelites are
told “Hear O Israel, the statues and ordinances that I am addressing to you today: you shall learn them and observe them diligently.” (Deut. 5:1) Study is a key piece of our spiritual development, of our discipleship.

Becoming a growing, maturing disciple of Christ takes time and work. It requires effort and commitment. It also
requires the help of the Holy Spirit, and often, accountability to others. Becoming a disciple is something that is
difficult to do completely on our own. We get discouraged or tired, or busy, or even confused! Yet most of us
would agree that the call to “imitate Christ” is a necessary part of the life we are called to live.
As we move in to Autumn, I would like to remind each of you of the many opportunities that are available to
assist in discipleship. Each Sunday, four different adult Sunday school classes are offered. Dick Allen teaches a
regular, ongoing Thursday Bible Study for adults of all ages. There are also short term studies each semester on
various topics led by Pastor Susan. “A Disciple’s Path” begins this week, Oct. 1 and lasts for seven weeks (and
it’s not too late to join!) Becoming a part of a group not only helps in our spiritual growth, but it offers us a
chance to build relationships and become part of a community. Being part of a group allows us to learn from
each other, calls us to accountability, and asks us to use our gifts in ways that others may need. I invite you to
pray with me in the coming weeks to discover how each of us is being called to a deeper level of discipleship. I
invite each of you to find a way to grow in the faith and take a step that brings you ever closer to the ideal of imitating Christ.

Be Blessed,
Pastor Susan

October Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

Trunk or Treat
One of our largest outreach events of the year is Trunk or Treat.
Each year the crowds seem to get larger as our community grows.
We invite you to dress up, decorate your vehicle, and come out
on October 31st and join us for some fun! We would love to have
even more vehicles than we had last year. It’s a great chance to
interact and mingle with the surrounding community! We will pass
out candy on Friday, Oct. 31 from 6-8 p.m. This is a safe, fun alternative to going trick or treating door to door.
The Children’s Council is asking every family to commit to donating a bag or two of individually wrapped candy to be passed out on Halloween. While every vehicle
supplies their own candy, in the past, we have often had to make several trips to the store to supplement. It also helps make the cost more affordable for those people who choose to participate with a
decorated trunk. We are asking for your help in an effort to start out with an
insane amount of candy! There will be tubs near the church information table
to put the candy in. Thanks so much!
*Please contact the office in advance if you will need electrical outlets during
Trunk or Treat.

HEROES OF THE BIBLE!
Beginning October 5th, both
Sunday school class and
children’s church will begin a
new series. DANIEL is up
first.
KIDS: Don’t forget to bring your Bibles!

FIX Continues in October
FIX is our Fifth and Sixth grade program that
meets on Wednesday afternoons, when school is
in session. FIX meets immediately after school
(students can ride the bus here) and then be
picked up at 4:30 pm. Once a month, we have
FIX till Six, a long day with a fun activity.
In September, the group went to see the movie
Dolphin Tale 2 at the theater. In October, they
will help out at the pumpkin patch at Owasso
FUMC. It’s sure to be a great time! See you on
Wednesday!

Children’s Church
Teachers Needed
Each Sunday during the second
service, we offer a Children’s
Church experience for children
through 5th grade. Children’s Church teachers are asked to
do one lesson every six weeks! Yes, you heard that right.
Once every six weeks! And the best part is—any adult can
do this, even if your own children are long grown up! Curriculum will be provided to you, and our children will love
you for it. There are a couple of rotations open, so if you are
willing to teach once every six weeks, please let Miria Jones
know. You can reach her at 1-405-850-2252 or email her at
children@fumcskiatook.com.

Children’s Council to Meet
Children’s Council will meet immediately after
church on Sunday, Oct. 19. It is time to
begin planning for Advent Workshop and
Christmas programs! Yes, already! All are
welcome—bring a finger food to share so we
can eat while making plans!

Misc. Happenings
October 16, 2014

Front Door Committee ReForming!
The Front Door Committee was
established a few years ago. This
committee was charged with implementing ideas and procedures to make guests feel welcome, as well as planning activities to invite guests in. It has
not been active in the past year
or so. However, it is time to revamp and get going again!
It is very important that we have
solid procedures in place to welcome, and then follow up with
new guests. It is also important
to plan activities or events once
or twice a year to let people
know we are here! (the recent
block party was a great example
of that!) If you are interested in
being a part of this team, and
especially if you are interested in
chairing this committee, please
let Pastor Susan know.

The American Red Cross will be having a blood
Drive in the Laf Building from 2-6:30 p.m. Come
on out and give this life-saving Gift!
Our Sympathies to :
*the Maddox family in the recent loss of Betty. Betty
Maddox was a long time member of FUMC Skiatook.
*Beth Robbins, in the death of her brother, Jeff Scott.
Our prayers are with you.
UMW Accepting Donations
for Christmas Quilt Drawing
The UMW will be accepting donations
for a chance to win a home-made, full
sized Christmas quilt. Look for Judy
Supernaw, or another UMW member in
the missions area each week through
October. Donations will go towards
the video equipment fund. Good luck!

Servant Spotlight —
THANKS TO:

Pastor Susan will be working
closely with this committee, as
we work to be hospitable and
inviting to all who cross our
paths. Even more importantly,
we are called to be an invitational church, seeking out those who
might be looking for a place to
belong!

To
Clint and Sherry Healey (active military family
stationed in Alabama) on the birth of their
new daughter Kathryn Amelia Ann Healey!
Congratulations also to Mak, as the new
proud big sister! We are so happy for your
family!



Pastor Susan, Linda Tucker, Joel Blankenship, Joe Hale, Gary Tucker, and the
youth who helped with a successful
neighborhood block party!



Kylie Wilkerson and Dillon Odom who
took care of the slides on a few Sunday
mornings.



Joe Hale, for donating all the hotdogs
and buns for our block party and for See
You at the Pole.



United Methodist Men for cooking for
over 200 kids at the See You At the Pole
Party!



Jennifer Brooks, Patti
McKinney, Beverly
Dollar, and Judy Supernaw, Daytan
Moore, & Josie Williamson for going the
extra mile and taking
care of ASAC while
Ms. Willie recovered from eye surgery.

Update on Video Equipment Fundraising!
We are going to enhance our
worship by
purchasing
new video
equipment
for the sanctuary, This
will include flat screens
for the front, new computer, worship software, and
other items needed to install it. Our goal was to
raise $4000.00 in September to complete the
amount needed.
THANK YOU for your
gifts! We met our goal,
with gifts from the UMW
and the UMM. If you
would still like to donate to
help in case of cost overruns, or electrical work
that will need to be done,
please designate your gift
towards video equipment!
THANKS!
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Charge Conference *Change*

All Church Work Day a Success

Charge Conference is our annual business meeting

Thanks to everyone who came out and helped
on the all church work day! We got a classroom painted and cleaned out, the janitor’s
closet cleaned and organized, work done in the
youth room, the furnace room organized and
cleaned out, and much, much more!

of the church. It is currently scheduled for Monday, Nov. 10 at 6:30 p.m. Dinner ($5 per person)
will be served to all who would like a meal from
5:30—6:30 pm.

Bartlesville District is trying something different this
year. FUMC Skiatook is now part of a “cluster” of 4
nearby United Methodist Churches. Our cluster includes us, Avant UMC, Collinsville Meadowcreek
UMC, and FUMC Owasso. Our charge confer-

ences will be held all together at FUMC
Owasso.

The charge conference will quickly take care of the
business portion of the church, and then move on
to how we can be in ministry together as
“partners” in these clusters. The goal is for nearby
churches to work together in ministry, using each
other’s strengths, gifts, and resources to extend
the reach of Christ in a given geographical area. It
will be different, but it sounds very exciting. Working together in a focused effort brings more gifts
and talents to the table, potentially reaching more
people for Christ.
Hope to see you there!

A special shout out goes to Boy Scout Troop
250 for their help as they earned service hours
and gave back to our church, who is their official charter organization. They cleaned and
vacuumed the sanctuary, (including the pew
cushions), weeded the flower beds and the Afterschool Program playground area, cleaned
out the Scout closet, and helped with several
other projects! If you see the Scouts around,
be sure and tell them
JOB WELL DONE!

