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Leadership in Skiatook
“Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over
you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden,
for that would be of no benefit to you.” Hebrews 13: 17
Throughout the Bible, we see example after example where God raised up ordinary men and women to be
leaders of the people. In the Old Testament, there are leaders of each tribe of Israel, there are leaders who are
raised up for a specific task (think Gideon, and David, among a few), and there were leaders of the Temple and
the religious life. In the New Testament, we see the 12 disciples take leadership after Jesus ascends into Heaven (especially Peter and James). We see Paul raised up to leadership certainly, and we see throughout the epistles various people leading house churches and ministries. As people of God, each of us are called to serve in
some way, and some are called to leadership.
In the United Methodist Church, we depend upon leadership from both the appointed clergy (pastor) and various lay members. (A lay member is anyone who is not clergy!) We have four committees that are required by
church law, and then other “committees” or teams that work on specific aspects of church (worship, missions,
etc.). Overseeing all that is Administrative Council! Sound confusing? It can be. It can also be time consuming and burdensome, administratively top heavy to those who serve on more than one area. And it can be detrimental to communication, and even to getting decisions made.
For the 2019 year, we are going to move towards a single board model of leadership. Many many UMC
churches have gone to this. Instead of four committees of 6-9 people each, plus an Administrative Council over
that, we will have a single board, called a Leadership Team with 12-15 people total. All of four of the required
committees will be represented, and there will several “at-large” members. The Leadership Team will oversee
and do the work of all the committees, with sub-committees meeting only as necessary. This will be the governing, decision-making body of the church. Those who don’t wish to be part of the governing body may still
participate by being on various “ministry teams” (worship, missions, fellowship, etc.)
The Leadership Team will be called to meet just a little more often than our committees do now (which honestly, is not very often and not very effective). There will be 8 scheduled meetings throughout the year, with a
Leadership day retreat to kick off the new year. We will meet at a time decided upon by the Team, and meetings will be held to one hour, to the best of our ability. This model of leadership gives us a church the ability to
make quick decisions, without having to go through various committees, sometimes waiting for several months
before decisions are made. We will begin with a staggered 3 year cycle, and try to encourage folks to serve
where they feel they fit the best. If you are interested in being part of this new model, whether for one year, 2
years, or the first 3 years, please be in touch with me. Some of you I may be calling anyway! Will you pray
with me about the vital importance of good leadership, both from our staff, and our church members? Will you
pray about where God is calling you?
Blessings,

Pastor Susan

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 Tom Weathers for
cleaning the gym
floor and the storage
closet, and doing
various repairs around the church
 Jerry and Sheril Lewis for donating snacks for FIX
 Judy and Christine Supernaw for
providing snacks for FIX the 4th
Wednesday of each month!
 Lu Willimon for filling in upstairs
and running the screens while
Ka’Lu is out
 Sandy Kimbrough for helping
count and record the offering each
week.
 Julie Guy and James & Sandy Prather for being willing to pick up
folks for church when needed
 Francine Hayes and Gloria Hale
for helping with FIX
 Christine Supernaw for helping in
the office while Ka’Lu is out.

Looking for a few good
ringers!
Handbell Practice resumes
on Wed., Sept. 12. We are
always looking
for new ringers.
We practice
from 5:15-6:00
pm on Wednesdays, and play
several times
throughout the year. Even if
you’ve never rung, but can
read music, come on out.
There is a spot for you!

American Red Cross Blood
Drive, Thursday October
4 from 12:30-6:00 pm in
Room 103. Consider giving a pint! Help save a
life!

The United Methodist Men
will meet October 10th at
6:30pm in the LAF building.
All men of the church are welcome and invited to participate. Come and join in a
meal, good fellowship, and
discussion of various projects
the men consider! Hope to
see you there. Their regular
meetings are the 2nd Wednesday evening of each month.

Gifts are given…


To the LAF Building
by Glenn & Mary
Nelson



To the glory of God,
by Julie Guy to the LAF building fund

F.I.X. BEGINS
FIX is our Wednesday afterschool ministry for
5th and 6th graders.
Students may be
dropped off, or ride the
bus to church at 3 and
picked up at 4:30. We
will have a lesson, a
game, and a snack. Invite friends! The next
FIX is Oct 3. See you
then!

Rachel (Brooks) Collins is having a
baby shower on Oct 13, 12:00-3 pm.
Rachel grew up in this church, and is
The United Methodist Women the daughter of Carolyn & Larry
invite all ladies of the church Brooks. The shower is at 398281 W.
4050 Lane in Ramona, OK. They are
to join them at their next
registered at Amazon and Walmart.

United Methodist
Women

meeting on Tuesday, October
9th. They meet at 10 am in
room 103. They will discuss
their fall objectives and fundraisers, as well as ways they
can support the church and
the community. Please join
them for a great time of fellowship!

Rachel is asking that in place of a
card, choose a children’s book, sign it
inside, and it will be a special gift
that is shared with Baby over and
over. If you have any questions, see
Jennifer Brooks or Carolyn Brooks.
You may RSVP at 469-396-7356, to
Larissa Bondurant.

Hello, Skiatook FUMC family! I am Meg Burris –
your new Skiatook FUMC Youth Director! .
Thank you so much for allowing me to be a part of the
things happening in your congregation. This is my
first job as a Youth Director, so I’m really excited to
get started, learn the ropes and of course – meet all the
kids! I volunteered for two years at St. James United
Methodist Church in their youth and children’s departments. I’ve taught lessons, led discussions, fielded
hard questions, and even helped create a confirmation
curriculum! I know I’m from a big Tulsa church, but
don’t think I’m a big city girl. I’m from Stilwell,
which some of you may know is not at all very different from Skiatook. In all the best ways, this church
makes me feel like I’m home again and I look forward
to worshipping and working with all of you.

I’m from Stilwell, OK. I graduated from the Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics in Oklahoma
City in 2003. From there, I went to Norman to study
medicine at the University of Oklahoma. I hated it almost immediately. My heart was always in the arts, so
after a year I changed my major and started pursuing a
degree in writing. In the spring of 2004, I met my future husband John, and we were married in May of
2005. In May of 2007, John graduated from OU with
a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering and
I followed with a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism in
December of the same year.

Our daughter Charlotte Kathryn is the love of our
lives.Now we live in Bixby and Charlotte is a 3rd
grade Spartan at Bixby Northeast. Although her parents are crimson and cream, Charlotte’s favorite color
is orange and she thinks she might want to become a
It is an interesting time to be a young person and I
find myself very privileged to get to work with youth veterinarian someday. We’re an active family. we
at a time such as this. What an honor to get to be one enjoy biking, kayaking, hiking, obstacle courses and
going to the lake – our favorite of which is none other
of many people who show them what Christianity
than Skiatook! We watch a lot of OU football and I
looks like. Not just the things we don’t do (because
teenagers hear a lot of that anyway!) but the things we like to spend my weekends feeding the homeless with
engage in, the love we generate, and the relationships a group of friends when I’m not studying for my third
year of classes at Asbury Seminary. We’ve always
we foster. Through service in the community and
thoughtful contemplation of scripture and active wor- been a family open to adventure and we are thrilled to
have our adventuring bring us to Skiatook First Unitship, I hope to develop the identities of our young
men and women as more than nominal Christians but ed Methodist Church.
as deeply committed followers of Jesus Christ.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE RECYCLE!

TRUNK OR
TREAT
We will have a potluck
Mark Your Calendar! after worship. The
church will furnish hamOn Sunday, Oct. 7 we
will celebrate Skiatook burgers, hot dogs, and
the fixings. Church
FUMC Homecoming!
Just like a homecoming members are encouraged
to bring side dishes, salfor a sports team, we
will have food, fun, wear ads, desserts, or other
goodies to share. Wear
our favorite team
your favorite team shirt,
clothes, and hopefully
see people we may not and come enjoy the
morning!
have seen in a while.

October 31, 2018
6:00-7:30 LAF
parking lot
Join the fun, dress up, decorate your car or
truck, and join us on Halloween evening as we
have fun with the neighborhood trick or treaters. There is a sign up sheet at the information
table. We must have at least 10 cars to make
this work.
We will also need lots of candy. If you
would like to help in some way, there will be a
tub to collect candy to be used for handing out.
We are going back to strictly doing trunk or
treat, rather than an afternoon of Fall Festival
for this year. There were already lots of other
things going on in October. We will reevaluate for next year and make decisions then.

