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Worship in Skiatook 
 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the be-

lievers were together and had everything in common…..Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoy-

ing the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.   

Acts 2: 42-47  (NIV) 

 
This scripture in Acts is a description of the early church soon after the Day of Pentecost.  It depicts the believers 

coming together frequently to praise God and to enjoy sharing and fellowship with each other.  This picture of 

the church is a description of the public worship these new Christians practiced, and it was clearly powerful to 

others, as new believers were added daily to their number.  Private devotions and prayer are important, but all 

throughout the Bible, we see the people coming together to participate in public worship. 

  

Christian public worship is the heart of the life and the ministry system of the congregation.  Worship is the 

heartbeat of the continuous reformation of faithfulness, without which discipleship dissipates into good inten-

tions, and vague affirmations.  (Anderson, Worship Matters I, p.16)  Wow!  When we attend worship services, 

we are reminded through music, prayer, scripture, sermon, and fellowship what we are called to be and to do in 

the world.  Worship services are designed not only to uplift us and refill us spiritually, but also to call us to ac-

countability and remind us what Jesus requires of us.  It is all too easy to be lulled into a shallow faith life with 

no real discipleship when we only ever hear our own words and thoughts about God.  Christians need the addi-

tional perspective one gains from attending worship, and being in relationship with other believers. 

 

Recent surveys have shown that church attendance has declined over the years, and somewhat gone out of vogue.  

Many Christians are insistent that they can have personal holiness and a deep, true relationship with God without 

the hassles of attending, and participating in corporate worship.  That may be true for some, but I daresay for 

most people, quite the opposite happens.  Without regular participation in public worship, our faith life often qui-

etly dries up and dies a slow death. 

 

There is an old anecdote about a pastor who goes to visit a member who has not attended church in some time.  

While they are sitting, the pastor goes to the fireplace, picks up tongs, and removes a glowing, burning coal from 

the fire, placing it on the hearth.  Without saying anything, the pastor later goes and picks up the coal, now com-

pletely cool and dark, and places it back into the fire.  Within minutes, the coal is on fire again.  As the pastor 

leaves the home, the church member understands the implications, and says “I’ll be in worship on Sunday.”   A 

coal burning all alone doesn’t burn for very long! So the question to ask ourselves is, “Are we the glowing burn-

ing ember, on fire for God, surrounded by other believers?”, or “Are we the cold, dark coal that has been away 

from the fire for too long?  See you in worship on Sunday! 

 

Blessings, 

 Pastor Susan 



 
October Children’s News 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

 

 

Please help us welcome our 

newest nursery attendant. 

Jennifer Brooks  

(Momma of Murphy and Remedy) 

She will now be in the nursery 

on Sunday mornings  

taking care of our youngest at  

FUMC Skiatook! 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
10/31, 6:00-8:00, LAF parking lot 
Please sign up  

at the information 
table.   

We must have  10 
cars to make this 
work.   

There will also be 
a tub for those 
who wish to do-
nate candy.   

 

After School Adventures Camp (ASAC)  

We need your help!  We need more volunteers!  And, we have options.  We have volunteers that have a set day for 

each week, and we have volunteers that fill in on an as needed basis. 

Another option would be for special programs.  If you have a gift or talent that you would like to share with the chil-

dren please let me know!   - Miria, ASAC Director  

Can you help? 

The kids of FIX need some-
one to volunteer to bring a 
light snack once a month.  
We need 3-4 people to vol-
unteer once a month to 
bring a snack, make some 
lemonade, and clean up 
afterwards. It takes about 
an hour of your time.  If you 
can help, please let Pastor 
Susan know.  

FIX 
Fix is a preteen ministries for 5th & 6th graders.  It is a bridge between Children’s and Youth ministries.              

We meet Wednesdays after school until 4:30 in the old fellowship hall.  Join us for a snack, games, and a Bi-
ble lesson.  We will be working through the stories of the Old Testament this year.   The 3rd Wednesday of 
each month we stay till 6:00 pm and do a fun activity or field trip.                  

Led by Pastor Susan Whitley and Youth Director Linda Tucker. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS!!! 

Children’s Sunday School is returning to the rotation for-

mat. 

We will have different teachers each week  in a six week 

rotation of  a continued theme.   

Thank you so much to those  who have already volun-

teered! If you have not  volunteered yet, please contact 

Miria to choose your rotation.  The options we still have 

are Science, Games , Movies and Music. 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 
Thanks to: 
  The Green Team.  
Our grounds have been 
well kept and mowed 

all summer and fall, and look 
great! 

 Debbie Bennet, for over seeing our 
ushers and keeping the schedule 
current.  If you would like to be an 
usher, see Debbie or call the office. 

 Jennifer Brooks, for substituting in 
FIX for a few weeks. 

 Patti McKinney and Kim Creek-
more, for teaching youth Sunday 
School while Linda was out! 

 Joe Hale, for donating the hotdogs 
and the buns from Sonic for our 
Block Party. 

Church Committees 
 

To most people, the words 
“church committees” are not 
exactly inspiring!  As a pastor, 
I’m not overly  fond of meetings 
either!  However, that is how 
the basic work of the church 
gets done.   
 

Most of our committees only 
meet a few times a year, and 
are for a limited term of 2-3 
years, with a few exceptions.  
Each year around this time, we 
look to fill those positions with 
willing helpers whose gifts and 
passions match those jobs. 
 

We particularly need to beef up 
our finance committee, trus-
tees , and fellowship com-
mittee.  I would also like to cre-
ate a strong missions com-
mittee, instead of just one or 
two people who oversee spe-
cific missions.  
 

Children’s Council is always in 
need of folks as well. If any of 
these sound interesting to you, 
please see Pastor Susan.  You 
can also call the office and Ka’Lu 
can help with telling you the 
responsibilities of the jobs.  The 
church really doesn’t run itself!  
We want folks to find a place of 
interest to serve! 
 
Thanks for any interest you may 
have! 
Pastor Susan 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
   The October 1st blood drive had 

eleven (11) people registered, and 

yielded 11 units of blood.  Of those 11, 

one was a first time donor, and no one 

was deferred!  The support from 

SFUMC to the Red Cross and our com-

munity through these blood drives is a 

tremendous.  Each blood donation goes 

a long way to replenishing supplies and 

saving lives.   

   If you were not 

able to donate 

this month, please 

make plans to do-

nate at our next 

and final blood 

drive of the year, December 3rd.  To-

gether, we can make a difference! 

With Our Deepest Sym-

pathy 

Our sympa-
thies to:  
David Shaw 
in the death 
of his father. 
 

Helping Hands —  Please con-

tact the office if you are looking for 

ways to serve in the church.  We are 

looking for someone to vacuum once 

a week, work with ASAC on Wednes-

days, and teach a Sunday School 

rotation.  You can make a difference! 

Wel-
come to 

our 
newest 

member 
Jessica 

Riendeau.  Jessica has recently 
moved to this area from South Caro-
lina.   She joins with us by Profession 
of Faith.  Welcome!  We are glad 
you are here! 

2015 Great Commission Project 

If you have wondered what those en-
velopes in the pews are, that are la-
beled “Great Commission Project”, 
they are for special gifts to our mission 
obligations, sometimes called appor-
tionments.  Apportionments are gifts 
to the Conference that fund the  minis-
tries outside of the local church.  For 
the past 6-7 years, we have not been 
able to pay all of our obligations.  With 
budget constraints, only 50% have 
been budgeted.  The remaining 
amount we hope to make up in special 
giving.  We are doing so much better 
financially in 2015, and our goal is to 
pay 100% of our apportionments.  
Please consider a special gift, no matter 
how small, to help us reach the goal! 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Decorate your vehicles, dress us in 

your favorite costume, and join us for 

our annu-

al Trunk 

or Treat.  

Landing 

on a Sat-

urday this year, we will pass out good-

ies from 6-8pm.  Please sign us on the 

church information table if you plan 

on having a vehicle.  We need 10 cars 

to make it happen, and gobs and gobs 

of candy.  Candy donations to the 

church are greatly appreciated and 

will be used to replenish each partici-

pant.  But everyone is asked to come 

with an initial supply.   



 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day 
2:00-6:30: Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible Study 

2 

Noon:  CHUMS 
Lunch 

3 

 

4 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30 Worship 
 

 

6-7:30  Youth 

5 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

6 
9:00: Sewing  
Class 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
7:00  Boy Scouts 
 
 

7 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3:00:  FIX 

6 pm:  Chums to 
nursing Home 
 
 

8 

1:00  CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6pm Level 2 
Yoga 
7pm Bible 
Study 

 

 

9 
 

10 

 

11 

8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
11:45:  Trustees 
 
 
Youth—Bubble 
soccer 

12 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

13 
9:00: Sewing 
Class 
10:00: United 
Methodist Wom-
en 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

 

14 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3:00:  FIX till Six 
6:00  Chums to 
nursing home 
6:30: United 
Methodist Men 
 
 
 
 

15 

 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 

 

 

16 
8:30: CHUMS 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

18 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30 worship 
 

6-7:30  Youth 
 
 
 

19 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
9:00: Sewing 
Class 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

 

21 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga   
3:00:  FIX till Six 

6:00 Chums to 
nursing Home 
 
 

22 
 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

23 

 

24 

CHURCH 

WORK DAY 

9am—1pm 

25 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
 
 
 6-7:30  Youth         

26 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

6:30  Nomina-
tions Committee 

27 
9:00: Sewing 
Class 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

28 
noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
3:00 FIX  
 
6:00 Chums to 
nursing Home 

29 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
2:30-  6:30:   
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 

30 31 
Trunk or Treat 

6:00—8:00pm 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

CHURCH WORK 

DAY 

On Saturday, Oc-

tober 24th, we will 

have our annual 

church work day 

from 9am-1pm.   There are many tasks to 

be done to keep our church building and 

the grounds clean and up to par.  There 

will be painting, deep cleaning, organiz-

ing, pulling weeds, and many other 

things to beautify the church.  All hands 

are needed, and we hope each of you 

will come.  Whether you come for one 

hour or stay until the end, you are need-

ed.  All help is good help! 

 
        Nursery Refurbishment!   

     If you wanted to be in on the nursery refur-
bishment and help decorate chairs to be auc-
tioned off, it’s not too late!  There is still one 
large (adult size)  wooden chair (that needs 
slight repair) and a smaller 
one needing repair that are 
begging to be taken.   
     Rachael Jones has been 
kind enough to head up this 
project.  With the help of oth-
ers, they took our really old 
little wooden chairs, and 
made works of art from 
them!  There are about a 
thousand ideas for painting 
them in really fun styles.   They will be auc-
tioned off later in the fall to help purchase 
new tables and chairs, toys, and nursery bed-
ding.  Happy painting! 


