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Autumn in Skiatook
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1
(NIV)
Many of you have expressed delight in the recent cooler temperatures, the crisper air, the falling leaves, and the
change of the calendar. That’s right—Fall is here. Even those who love summer and the leisure that summer activities bring are often excited when the season of Autumn comes around. New and different activities are substituted for the summertime activities. Visions of football games, camp outs, sitting around fire pits or bonfires,
wearing hoodies and boots, and decorating for Fall holidays with pumpkins, hay bales and mums bring a welcome, fresh change to our days. The break in the heat allows us to breathe easier. Even the change of color is refreshing. Simply because of the nature of the changing seasons, we can be assured that Fall will come around after summer has ended. Every year.
But likewise, we can be assured that Fall will be followed by Winter, and Winter will be followed by Spring,
bringing us once again to summer. There is a predictable pattern to the cycle of seasons—one that reminds us that
they consistently change. And so it is with life. While life itself may not be predictable, one aspect is. And that
is the fact that no matter what is going on now, life will change. Like the seasons come and go, changes in our
lives come and go as well. This should give us encouragement as we go through the seasons of our life. We are
reminded that change is always around the corner, and that no situation, or “time” in our life, will last forever.
Some seasons of our lives may be more difficult or more trying than others, but we have the assurance that God is
present with us during those times. When things are difficult, or situations seem to have no answer, we know that
God is still beside us, and that eventually the circumstances will change, one way or another. This is where the
idea of Resurrection makes a difference in how we live out our lives. We are people of the Resurrection. People
of hope.
Our lives are often a series of hills and valleys. Psalm 23 reminds that we all walk through the Valley of the
Shadow of Death at times, but we don’t live there. W e don’t stay there. We keep walking, and eventually walk
out of it. Life consists of the cycles of small deaths and resurrections. Resurrection and hope are not possible
until something gives way, until something is gone. The sermon series from Jeremiah that we worked through in
September reminds us of those words of hope. Whether it is the loss of a relationship, a job, a loss of health or
independence, of dreams and hopes for the future—whatever our loss is—we know that God is there with us,
walking alongside us. And eventually we will emerge out of the valley, out of the darkness, back into the light. I
invite you to trust God to walk alongside you, whatever season of life you may find yourself in right now. Because I promise you, sooner or later, it will change. It’s Fall now, but Winter will soon be on its way.
Blessings,
Pastor Susan

October Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

ACOLYTE TRAINING
Sunday, October 9th
In the sanctuary after second service.
Owasso FUMC will be showing
“It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown”

FALL FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 30,
4:00 to 6:00 pm

Wear costumes and
have a great time!

At dusk on Friday, October 28th at the pumpkin patch.

BOUNCE HOUSE
CANDY
PETTING ZOO
PICTURES

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We need 2 more elementary Sunday School teachers
We use a rotational program which means we teach once every 5 or 6 weeks.
Contact Miria with questions and to volunteer!

Our Nursery shower was a huge
success! While we are not completely finished with the nursery
remodel, we are very close!
THANK YOU to all who contributed gifts, cash, gift cards, & time and labor. It looks
great! Stop by and see the clean, modern organized
space. Thanks also to the UMW for their gift of a table and chairs, and to Beverly Dollar, for use of the
yoga funds in the redecorating.

MOVIE NIGHT

Sunday October 23, 2016, 5:00—
7:00
RSVP: Miria, 405-850-2253

Misc. Happenings









Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 Joan Dalvine,
Julie Guy, and
Cheyenne and Sabre Mills, who
helped with our
School Supply
Drive—Our sincerest apologies
for omitting their names in the
September newsletter!
Megen Beene, Grayson Beene
for helping to prep the nursery
for remodel
Tom Weathers, Ireland Brock,
Julie Guy, and Pastor Susan
&Mark Whitley for prep work
and painting the nursery and
the adjoining classroom
Susie Partain, Judy Supernaw,
and Pastor Susan, who helped
put the nursery back together
and do a clean-up of the spaces
The UMW for providing food
for the first gathering of the
Young and the Restless.

Gifts are given...
To the “Van-tastic”
Giving In Memory
of Pat Mills, a loving wife and mother
from the Mills and
Lewis Families
 To the Building Fund, by Peck
and Glendell Brown and Julie
Guy to the glory of God
 To the “Van-tastic” Giving by the
Reach Out Class, the UMW, the
UMM, and various individuals
 To the Nursery Remodel by Verna Myers, Glenna Long, the
UMW, and Ted & LuAnn
Willimon, and all those who
helped in the Nursery Shower!


Condolences
Our love and prayers are with Glenn Nelson and his family, as
they mourn the passing of his brother, Doyle, this past month.
May they find peace in the arms of our merciful God as they
grieve. “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

New Sunday School Class

We have a new Sunday School class
now meeting, who have named themselves The Young and the Restless.
The Young and the Restless are:


Married couples (with or without
kids)



Single parents



Single people



Married whose spouses may or
may not attend church



Families in transition



Blended families

This class will meet each Sunday in
the classroom just outside the sanctuary. There will also be a once a
month social type meeting or outing,
either here at church, a restaurant, or
someone’s home. The goal is just to
pursue God together in community,
supporting one another in whatever
life brings. We are real; we are authentic; and we would love to have
you join us!

We’re on a Candy Hunt!
We are now collecting bags of candy
to help with this year’s Fall Festival and
our annual Trunk or Treat. We need
bags of individually wrapped candy to
pass out on October 30th. In past years,
we’ve had several hundred children
come through, so every bit that is donated is used and greatly
appreciated!

Red Cross Blood Drive:
Thursday, October 6th
12:30—6:30pm
Old Fellowship Hall
Walk-ins are welcome!

Thank you for any candy
you can donate!

Holiday Choir Now Forming
We have been invited to participate in a Christmas Cantata
with the Verdigris United
Methodist Church. We will
sing it one Sunday there, and
then have a performance here
in Skiatook. It is a fairly easy,
short Cantata. Choir practice
begins Wednesday, Oct. 5 at
6:30. See Beverly Dollar if you
are interested in singing!

TOY RUNS
If you would like to help Santa
make sure the children of Skiatook have toys for Christmas,
there will be two Toy Runs this
month. Ride in one or both! Cars
and bikes are welcome to participate! Show up with new toys to
donate, and those items will be
used for our
Angel Tree
recipients.
No stuffed
animals,
please.
October 15th – Depart from Skiatook Christian Church, Line Up at
noon and ride at 12:30pm - Chili
will be served afterwards —For ?
Call MD Collins 918-902-4095
October 16th – Depart from Riveted Church to SFUMC, Line Up
at noon and ride at 2pm. Chili will
be served afterwards – For ? call
John Blackwell, 918-698-4668

Sun

Mon

Tue

11 am: level 1
yoga

2

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

9

6:00: Sewing
Class

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

3

4

6:00: Sewing
Class

10

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45: Trustees
11:45: Acolyte
Training

11 am: level 1
yoga

16

17

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

6:00: Sewing
Class

6:00: Sewing
Class

11 am: level 1
yoga
Youth: 6 pm

5

11 am: level 1
yoga

Thu

612:30-6:30:

RCBD
1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga

3:00-4:30: FIX
5:30 Handbells
6 pm Youth
6:30: Choir Prac7 pm Bible
tice
Study

11

12

10:00 United
Methodist Women
5:30: Weight
Watchers

18
5:30: Weight
Watchers
7 pm:
Boy Scouts

11am: level 1
yoga

Fri

1:00 CHUMS
10:00: Yoga
Game Day
CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga 12:00:
Lunch
6pm Level 2
Yoga
7 pm: Bible
Study

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 Boy Scouts

11 am: level 1
yoga

Wed

13

7

Sat

1

8

10:00: Yoga
11:30: CHUMS
Potluck Luncheon
& Game Day

14

15

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga 10:00: Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga

FIX till Six
5:30: Handbells
Youth—6 pm
7 pm: Bible
6:30: United
Study
Methodist Men
6:30: Choir Practice

19
11 am: level 1
yoga
FIX till 6
5:30: Handbells
6:30: Choir Practice

20

21

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
10:00: Yoga
4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm: Bible
Study

22

No School—Fall Break. ASAC Closed.

23/30

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
5-7:00: Movie
Night & Y & R
Mixer

30-4-6:00:
Fall Festival
Treat

24
11 am: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

31

25
5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

26

11 am: Level 1
yoga

27

28

29

10:00: Yoga
1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
FIX: 3 –4:30
5:30 Handbells 4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
6 pm: Youth
7 pm: Bible
Men’s Walk to Emmaus Thursday—Sun.
6:30: Choir Prac- Study
tice
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

RECYCLE PLEASE

and the animals from the petting zoo.
(remember, our famous 9 ft snakes from the last
October 30, 2016
two years?) We are looking to incorporate face
painting and other activities as well. Wal-Mart
4-6 pm
will also offer flu shots and other immunizations.
We are doing someCall the church office for payment details.
thing different this year! For the past two years,
we have had a block party after the second serOutside, we will have our trunk or treating going
vice, which usually took place in September.
on. This will free our families to still go trick or
We also had a separate Trunk or Treat on Haltreating with their children on Monday,
loween night. This year, we have decided to
combine them into a Fall Festival!
We will need lots of help. We are hoping this
will really be a church wide activity. Look for
On Sunday, October 30, from 4-6 pm, we will
sign up sheets for helping with set-up, serving
have a Fall Festival, which will include Trunk or
food, clean up, and cars for trunk or treating. We
Treat. This is intended to be both for our church
will also accept candy donations. Please let us
family participation, as well as an outreach to
know how you are willing to help. This could be
the neighborhood. Inside the LAF building, we
a great outreach for the community, who are alwill have food, a picture booth, a bounce house,
ways looking for family-friendly fun!

