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Thanksgiving in Skiatook 

“Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 

through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.  And whatever 

you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.”  (Colossians 3: 16-17) 

It seems as if Christmas comes earlier and earlier each year.  Last week, as I was walking through a large chain discount 

store, I noticed Christmas trees up and decorated, prominently featured in the center aisle.  While this is not unusual, I 

don’t care for it, because it seems as if Thanksgiving gets lost in there between back to school, Halloween, and Christmas.  

Yet for many people, Thanksgiving is the holiday they consider completely family oriented, and often holding the most 

tradition.  Thanksgiving dinners hold as much nostalgia and memory making potential as any other holiday, and reflect a 

sentiment that is extremely important in our daily lives.   An attitude of thanksgiving!  Thanksgiving is more than just the 

4th Thursday in November—it’s an attitude and a way of life. 

The Bible has numerous verses about being thankful, and in particular, about being thankful to God.  The psalmist reminds 

us to “give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  His love endures forever.” (Psalm 136:1).  We are also reminded in Psalm 

100:4 to “ Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.”  Even in 

the New Testament, we read verse after verse about being thankful:  “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5: 18).  Gratitude is a hallmark characteristic of a Christian.    

During the month of November, often the focus is on thankfulness and gratitude.  A person who lives with an 

understanding of gratitude is often able to better weather the more difficult times of life.  A person who practices 

a life of gratitude is often more even-keeled and reacts less when tough times do come.    For every good time 

we experience, we WILL experience difficulties.  We don’t have to be grateful for  the difficult circumstances, 

but we can practice gratitude to God and in our life, in spite  of the difficult circumstances.  We can actively 

choose to practice gratitude.    We may not be able to control our circumstances, but we can choose our re-

sponse.  

How will you practice gratitude and thankfulness this month?  One way is to start with “interior gratitude,” the practice of 

giving thanks privately. Create a list of things you are thankful for (family, your home, friends, etc), and say a quick prayer 

of thanks to God for those things everyday.  Next, move to “exterior gratitude,” which focuses on public expression.  Ex-

press gratitude  to loved ones and colleagues.  Write two short emails or notes each morning to friends, family or col-

leagues, thanking them for what they do.  Or, make it a point to tell 2 people each day “thank you” for something or anoth-

er.  It becomes easy and routine after a while.  Lastly, give thanks for small, relatively unimportant, or minor things.  Take 

time to notice the brilliant color of the leaves, or the smell of a campfire, and give thanks.  Take time to give thanks for the 

beautiful clear blue sky, or the Fall decorations your neighbor has in his/her yard.   Take a moment, savor those things, and 

be grateful.  And remember to be thankful most of all to God, our creator, giver of Life, and for the salvation we find in the 

gift of Jesus Christ.  Wishing all of you a life of gratitude, and a very Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

In gratitude for you, 

Pastor Susan 

 



 

 



 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Terry Wilker-
son and Gary 
Tucker for 
working on our 
video system to get  all 
monitors up and run-
ning again 

 Bobby Rosser and the 
United Methodist Men 
for working with the Ok-
lahoma Bikers Associa-
tion to coordinate a toy 
run and supply lunch 

 Julee March for travel-
ing to Frontier City with 
Linda and the youth.  

 Patti McKinney and Brit-
ney Crawford for volun-
teering each week with 
ASAC 

 Joan Dalvine, Susie Par-
tain, Miria Jones, & Pas-
tor Susan for cleaning 
and organizing the spare 
office and making it a 
functional storage space 

Condolences 

Our heartfelt 
condolences go 
out to Ms. Willie 
Jones and her 
family on the loss 
of her sister, Mrs. 
Phoebe Mancino. We pray for strength 
and God’s comfort as they grieve.   

Gifts are given... 

 In Loving Memory of Cherlyn 

Jones by the 

Reach Out Sun-

day School Class 

 The LAF Building 

Fund by Glenn & 

Mary Nelson, 

Congratulations  on Your Baptism! 

After much discussion with her parents and Pastor 

Susan, ten year old Kaitlin Wilkerson made the per-

sonal decision to get baptized. On October 1st, she 

was baptized at Skiatook Lake as a Professing 

Member. Let us celebrate Kaitlin and congratulate her and her family in 

her decision to become one of God’s newest servants. 

Update on Hygiene Kits 

Last month, our congregation gener-

ously gave $2,100 to UMCOR to-

wards hurricane relief efforts. A week 

or two later, Julie Guy felt a pull on 

her heart to organize hygiene kits. 

With a goal of 50 kits in mind and 

less than two weeks to accomplish it,  

she set about getting the word out 

and asking the congregation to help 

meet this goal. All of this would be 

above and beyond any regular giving.  

Here’s what Julie said when all the 

kits were completed: “Thanks to all 

the folks who contributed items, 

shopped, gave 

money, packed 

bags, and counted 

bags with us to 

complete 80 Hy-

giene kits!  This is 

equivalent to another $1000 donation 

from our church to UMCOR and folks 

recovering from disaster at their 

home. You all have truly been the 

hands and feet of Jesus!” 

Thank you, Julie, for believing in and 

leading us! 

CPR/FIRST AID 

November 12, 2017 

1:00pm 

Station 1, located at 112 N. A St. 

If you are interested in becoming 
CPR certified, or renewing CPR 
certification, please see Miria 
Jones to reserve your spot with 
local Firefighter and Certified Train-
er Jennifer Rose. Cost is $20 per 
person. It is open to the public, and 
seating is limited.  

United Methodist Women 

The UMW is preparing for 

their annual 

themed silent bas-

ket auction.  The 

baskets will be on 

display in the Mis-

sions Area each Sunday in 

November.  Basket themes 

include a baby basket, kitch-

en, bath, toys, OKC Thunder, 

OSU, and more! 

The next UMW meeting will 

be on Tues., Nov. 14 at 10:00 

am.  Please bring a sack 

lunch and wear old clothes. 

Churchwide Thanks-
giving Meal 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, 

November 19th for a morning of 

worship followed by fellowship. 

There will not be an 8:30am worship 

service that day. We will meet for 

Sunday school at 9:30am, followed 

by a single service at 10:30am.  

After worship, we will join together 

in the LAF building for our annual 

Thanksgiving dinner with our church 

family. The church will provide tur-

key and potatoes, and the congrega-

tion is asked to supply side items and 

desserts. This is always a wonderful 

to give thanks and fellowship before 

the business of the holidays fully 

intrudes. Hope to have a full house! 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

10/29 
8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
 
4-6 pm:  Fall 
Festival 
 

10/30 
 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretch-
ing 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

10/31 
5:30:  Weight 

Watchers 
 

1 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 
 

6:00 Meal 

6:45 Bible Stud-
ies 

2 
1:00 Chums 
Game Day 
 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

3 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
11:30:  Stretch-
ing 
 

 

4 

 

5 
All Saints 
Day 
 
8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
 
11:45:  SPRC 
 

6 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

7 
 
10:00: UMW 

 

5:30:  Weight 

Watchers 

 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

8 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 
 

3-4:30: FIX   

6:00 Meal 

6:45 Bible Stud-
ies & UMM 
(final Wednes-
day) 

9 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

 
 

10 
10:00:  Yoga 

10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30: Stretching 
 
 
 

11 

 9-3: Vendor Fair 

in the LAF Build-

ing, fundraiser for 

the Youth. 

12 
8:30: Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
 

11:45  Ad 
Council/Pre-
charge conf. 

1:00 CPR Certi-
fication course 

13 
 

11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

14 

 

5:30:  Weight 

Watchers 
 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

15 
 
 
 
11am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 
3-4:30  FIX 

6:00: Youth 

16 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
 

17 
 

10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30:  Stretch-
ing 
 
 

18 

 

 

19 
Commitment 
Sunday 

9:30: Sunday 
School  

10:30 Worship 

Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

 
 

20 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

21 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7 pm:   

Boy Scouts 

 

22 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga   

12:30: Stretching 
 

Skiatook Public 
Schools Out 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
8:30 Worship 

9:30: Sunday 
School 
10:30: Worship 
 

 

27 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

Charge Confer-
ence @FUMC 
Tulsa  6:30-8 pm 

 

28 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

 

29 
 11 am: Level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 

3-4:30: FIX  
 

5:30: Bell Choir 

 

6:00: Youth 

30 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6p:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

Dec. 1 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30:  Stretch-
ing 
 

Dec. 2 

 

     A S A C  C L O S E D  

               Women’s Walk to Emmaus 



 Skiatook First United Methodist Church 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

Commitment Sunday 

                    Exodus chapter 35 tells us the  

                     story of the Israelites after they  

                   have escaped from Egypt, and are 

building a tabernacle for the LORD.   The com-

munity is collecting materials and items to build 

and furnish the Tabernacle, and each family 

does their part.  They do so in part because they 

understand the great gift of freedom they have 

been given in their escape from slavery in 

Egypt.  Their hearts are full of gratitude and love 

for God, and so in return, they are eager to give 

to the building of the Tabernacle.    

     In the next two weeks or so, you should re-

ceive a packet of materials in the mail.  Novem-

ber is traditionally the month in which we exam-

ine our yearly stewardship practices, and make 

pledges for the coming 

year.  Our church annual 

budget is based partly on 

the projected income from 

pledges.   

      The theme for this 

year is “From the Heart.”  In conjunction with All 

Saints Day, Veteran’s Day, and Thanksgiving, 

we will be focusing on offering our gifts “From 

the Heart.”  We are asking everyone to consider 

what God is calling them to do.  We may not all 

have equal resources for giving, but we can all 

participate in equal sacrifices of our time, tal-

ents, and financial gifts.  Please prayerfully con-

sider what God is calling you to do “From your 

hear” as we celebrate on November  10 in our 

combined Thanksgiving service. 

 


