
 

           Skiatook First United Methodist Church 

 

Methodist 

Messenger 
Making Disciples  of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of the world! 

1007 S. Osage  

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook OK 74070 

www.fumcskiatook.com 

Email:  office@fumcskiatook.com 

918-396-2519 

Fax:  918-396-7973 

November 2015 

Generosity in Skiatook 
 

“…Put some of the best products of the land in your bags and take them down as a gift—a little 

balm, and a little honey……”  (Genesis 43:11 NIV) 

 
 The Bible verse from above refers to the Biblical story of Joseph.  As his brothers and father are hungry 

due to a famine in their land, they prepare to journey to Egypt to ask for and to buy food.  Their father urges 

them to not just bring money, but to bring their choicest gifts, the best of what they have which with to gain fa-

vor.  The idea of bringing a little extra is symbolic of their commitment to the process.  Joseph ended up being 

restored with his family, and left a long legacy of faithfulness to God as recorded in the Hebrew Bible. 

 

All through the Bible, we see examples of extravagant generosity.  Throughout the Old Testament, nu-

merous passages underscore the significance of tithing (giving a tenth) and of first fruits (offering the first and 

the best of all income to the purposes of God.)  In Proverbs, people are reminded to “Honor the LORD with your 

substance and with the first fruits of all your produce.” (Proverbs 3:9).  How we use our material resources either 

honors or dishonors our relationship to God.  Generosity aligns one’s life with God’s purposes.  Giving is central 

to Jewish and Christian practice, because we perceive God as extravagantly generous, the giver of every good 

gift, the source of life and love.  We give because we serve a giving God!   

(some material taken from Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, by  Robert Schnase.) 

 

Although money is sometimes a  difficult and distasteful topic for many churches and church members, it 

is a necessary conversation.  Good stewardship is not only about financial matters, it is about spiritual growth 

and our ability to trust God to provide what we need.  It is also the mature recognition that everything we have 

comes from God in the first place.  As good stewards, we are simply returning a portion back to God.  Being 

faithful in all aspects of our lives, including our finances, is our response to God’s faithfulness to us.  The prac-

tice of generosity describes the Christian’s un-selfish willingness to give in order to make a positive difference 

for the purposes of Christ and to leave a lasting legacy to the witness of God in our midst. 

 

As we begin our Stewardship program for 2015, please consider what God is calling you to do in the way 

of generosity.  What first fruits, what portion of your abundance are you willing to return back to God?  As 

Christians, are we giving out of the abundance of our lives, or are we simply giving out of our scarcity, our left-

overs, if we even have any?  The idea of “bringing a little honey with it” is something to consider.  How faithful 

are we being to the process of growing in our faith, and trusting in God to supply all of our needs?  What is our 

response to the gifts we are given? What kind of legacy are we leaving, a witness to our families and to the 

world?  As we kick off our program on Nov. 1, will you pray with me regarding the financial health of each fam-

ily, as well as our church?  On November 22, we will celebrate with Commitment Sunday (also a reminder of 

gratitude as we share a Thanksgiving meal together) and we pledge our first fruits and “a little honey”.  Together, 

let’s be a church that understands extravagant generosity as a response to the extravagant generosity that God has 

shown to us.    “Legacy:  Honoring the Past, Looking to the Future.” 

Be Blessed, 

Pastor Susan 



 
November Children’s News 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

 

Acolytes 

Congratulations to our newest acolyte, 

Brock Halford. 

He did a great job on 10/25 with  

only crash course training! 

If you would like to add your child to 

the acolyte rotation please contact  

Miria! 

Mark your calendar for these Children’s events in December. 

12/06 Advent Adventures, 12/11 Christmas Parade,  

12/13 Christmas  Program 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Are you interested? 

Is your child interested? 

When can your child practice? 

Who should lead? 

Please send me feedback on a children’s choir.   

 We are now doing rotational Sunday School. 

It is fun and exciting with a different approach  

to the Bible lesson each week.   

Rotations include: 

COOKING, GAMES, MOVIES, STORYTELLING, ART… 

Bring children aged 4 years to 4th grade at 9:30 for fun! 

As always to volunteer contact Miria! 



 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 
Thanks to: 
  Dick Allen, Cherlyn 
Jones, Chuck Allred, 
and Patti McKinney for 
teaching  adult Sunday 

School classes. 

 The United Methodist Men for 
making themselves available to 
serve those both in and outside of 
our church, building ramps and 
steps, and remodeling houses. 

 Kelli Wilkerson (and Kaitlyn) for 
cleaning out the storage closet in 
the LAF building! 

 James Prather for helping paint in 
the Sunday School outside the 
sanctuary. 

UGANDAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
 
On Sunday, December 6, World 
Vision, Inc. will be bringing the 
Ugandan Children’s Choir to 
Skiatook FUMC!  We will have 
one combined service that day 
at 10:30 am.   The children will 
perform their program of joy-
ous song and dance, as they 
praise and worship God with 
traditional Ugandan music and 
costume. 
 
Be sure and invite someone to 
come with you that day.  They 
will be the main part of the ser-
vice, as their program is 45 
minutes long.  We will take up 
a special love offering for them 
at the end of the service, and 
World Vision will have a table 
with information.   
 
We will not have Children’s 
Church that day—we want our 
kids to see how kids around the 
world worship!  Be sure and 
join us for this special Sunday! 

What Can I Give? 

     Often times, many people 

equate giving with money.  

There are many other ways to 

give.  At First United Methodist 

Church, we pride ourselves on 

making every effort to be good 

stewards of both money and 

time.   

     We can each give gener-

ously of our time and talents.  

Five minutes 

spent writing and 

mailing a card, a 

morning spent 

teaching a Sun-

day school class, a half hour 

spent running the vacuum 

cleaner,  an hour or two spent 

painting a Sunday school 

classroom-these are all very 

generous ways to give back to 

God, to the church, and to 

each other.   

     Where do you spend your 

time?  What is your talent?  

Maybe it’s your infectious 

smile or the way you always 

know just the right uplifting 

word to say to someone else.  

Whatever it is, we each have a 

gift given by God that can be 

used to help one another.  We 

are required to give back to 

the church.  We are required 

to give back to one another.  

We are required to be good 

stewards and good servants.  

Ask yourself, “What can I 

give?” 

Let’s Celebrate! 

The family of Alee and Sam 
Fifer invites you to join them on 
Saturday, December 5th from 
2-4pm as they are showered 
with love and gifts in celebra-
tion of their bun-
dle of joy!  Baby 
Fifer is expected 
to arrive in Janu-
ary 2016.   
Congratulations, Alee & Sam! 

UMW Baskets 

The United Methodist Women are 
hosting a silent auction on 13 themed  
baskets.  The baskets will be in front of 
the Missions Area and available for you 
to place your bid through the last Sun-
day in November.  Winners will be an-
nounced and contacted the first  week 
of December.  Proceeds will benefit 
UMW missions throughout the year.   

Planning for 2016 ~ Two very 

important positions in the workings of 

the church are Sunday morning greet-

ers and sign changers.  If you might be 

interested in helping with either during 

the 2016 calendar year, please call the 

office or visit with Pastor Susan.  

We are looking for a minimum of 3 greet-

ers to help at each worship service, with a 

month-long commitment requested. You 

simply need a smile and a friendly attitude 

to be prepared for your duties!   

The outside sign simply requires a once a 

week change.  You pick the quote or verse 

displayed.  This is also done on a monthly 

rotation.  If you enjoy working “behind 

the scenes” this may be the job for you! 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
All Saints Day 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30 Worship 
 

 

2 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6:00: Sewing  
Class 

3 
9:00: Sewing  
Class 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

4 
Noon:  Level 1 
yoga 
3 :00 FIX 
5:30  Handbells 
6 pm  Chums to 
Nursing Home 

5 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible Study 

 

6 

Noon:  CHUMS 
Lunch 

7 

 

8 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30 Worship 
11:45  Trustees 
 

6-7:30  Youth 

9 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

10 
9:00: Sewing  
Class 
10:00 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
7:00  Boy Scouts 
 
 

11noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3:00:  FIX 

5:30  Handbells 

6 pm:  Chums to 
nursing Home 
6:30: United 
Methodist Men 
 
 

12 

1:00  CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6pm Level 2 
Yoga 
7pm Bible 
Study 

 

 

13 
 

14 

 

15 

8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
11:45  SPRC 
 
 
 

16 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

17 
9:00: Sewing 
Class 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

 

18 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3:00:  FIX till Six 
5:30  Handbells 
6:00  Chums to 
nursing home 
 
 
 
 

19 

 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 

 

 

20 
8:30: CHUMS 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 
 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Com-
bined Worship 
THANKSGIV-
ING DINNER! 
 
Pledge Sunday 
 
6-7:30  Youth 

23 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
9:00: Sewing 
Class 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

 

25 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
6:00 Chums to 
nursing Home 
 
 

26 
HAPPY 
THANKSGIV-
ING! 

 

27Church Of-

fice Closed 

28 

Decorating For 

Advent 

10 am 

29 
1st Sunday 
in Advent 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
 
 
 6-7:30  Youth         

30 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

6:30  Charge 
Conference—
Skiatook LAF 

Dec. 1 
9:00: Sewing 
Class 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

2 
noon:  level 1 
yoga   
3:00 FIX  
5:30:  Handbells  
6:00 Chums to 
nursing Home 
 
6:15/7:00: Ves-
pers Soup Supper 
and Devotion 

3 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
2:30-  6:30:   
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 

4 5 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

On Sunday, November 22, we will have 

one combined service at 10:30, and then 

come together afterwards to celebrate  

Thanksgiving dinner as a church family.   

The church will provide turkey, scalloped 

potatoes, and drinks.  Please join your 

church family and bring a dish to help 

round out the meal.   

The dish can be anything of your choos-

ing:  bread, a dessert, a favorite recipe 

you inherited from your grandma, or a 

yummy appetizer.  It can be store bought 

or homemade.  And if you can’t bring 

anything, come anyway!  The best pre-

sent is your presence.   

 Charge Conference— Monday, Nov. 30 

Charge Conference is the Annual Business 

Meeting of the Church with our District Super-

intendent.  This year, like last year, we will be 

holding Charge Conference as a Missional Area 

Team (also known as a cluster.).  We will be 

coming together in worship with the Methodist 

churches in Collinsville, Avant, Oolagah, 

Owasso, Verdigris and Catoosa.  

 

 We will meet here at 5:30-6:30 for a light meal 

($5.00 per person), and then worship and con-

duct the business of the churches from 6:30-

8:00.  We will need help with set-up, serving, 

clean up, and other odd jobs.  Let’s make a 

good showing as a church and plan to attend 

the 2015 Charge Conference led by our Dis-

trict Superintendent Rev. Dan Piel.  It’s a wor-

ship celebration of the work our churches have 

done throughout the past year! 


