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Gratitude in Skiatook
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever.” Psalm 118:1 (NIV)
Autumn has arrived in full force! It is evident in the cooler weather, the changing foliage, the sight of pumpkins
and fall decorations everywhere, and the holidays that occur in fall. Naturally in November, our thoughts turn to
Thanksgiving. I hear many folks tell me that Thanksgiving is their favorite holiday of all. I always ask why.
More often than not, the answer is that Thanksgiving is a reminder of the best that we have, and the best that we
are. It is a holiday that reminds us to slow down and be thankful for the many blessings we enjoy. We focus on
family and tradition, even if just for a day. Thanksgiving is a day where we remember what we are grateful for,
rather than complaining about the things we don’t have!
We see gratitude and thanks expressed all throughout the Bible. The Israelites sing songs of praise and Thanksgiving after being delivered from Egypt, the people have festivals of thanks by giving of their first fruits and
tithes, and the psalms declare thanksgiving and praise to God repeatedly. We even see Jesus giving thanks, as he
breaks the bread and drinks the cup on the night before his death. Our communion liturgy is titled “The Great
Thanksgiving” and includes the lines “It is right to give our thanks and praise.”
People tend to take for granted the good that is already present in their lives. There’s a gratitude exercise that instructs us to imagine losing some of the things that we may take for granted-- such as our home, our ability to see
or hear, our ability to walk, or anything that currently gives us comfort. Then imagine getting each of these things
back, one by one, and consider how grateful we would be for each and every one. As humans, we tend to see the
negative so much more easily than we do the good that is already present in our lives. Our culture teaches us to
always want more, have more, be more, and do more. Yet the Bible reminds us that we have so much to be grateful for. We are encouraged to live with a grateful heart and an attitude of thanksgiving and praise.
I encourage you to slow down a bit, and enjoy a season of gratitude. Fully celebrate Thanksgiving before the mad
rush of the Christmas season begins. One of my favorite short hymns opens with the line “Give thanks, with a
grateful heart. Give thanks, to the Holy One. Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ his son. Give thanks.”
We have so much to be grateful for, including the gift of our salvation through Jesus Christ. Let this holiday season be infused with gratitude and thanksgiving. Let us strive to be the best people we can be, serving God and
each other with an attitude of gratitude. It makes a difference to us and to those around us!

Blessings,
Pastor Susan

November Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

ACOLYTES
Please help me to welcome and encourage our new acolytes!

Ethan, Baylan, Serenity,
Adrienne, Heromine,
Heather, Illiana,
4 years thru 4th grade,

Kaitlin

in the LAF building at 9:30.

Please help me to thank our Sunday School teachers for the
time and commitment that they give so freely to the children of
this church!

Debbie, Kelly, Tracy, Jennifer, Mona
Our Nursery shower was a huge
success! While we are not completely finished with the nursery
remodel, we are very close!
THANK YOU to all who contributed gifts, cash, gift cards, & time and labor. It looks
great! Stop by and see the clean, modern organized
space. Thanks also to the UMW for their gift of a table and chairs, and to Beverly Dollar, for use of the
yoga funds in the redecorating.

MOVIE NIGHT

Sunday 11/13 , 5:00—8:00
RSVP: Miria, 405-850-2253

Misc. Happenings



















Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 The Green
Team for mowing,
weed-eating, and
keeping our
grounds trimmed.
Ken March, Tom
Weathers, Tom
Hobza, Dick Allen, Ted & Lu
Willimon, Jack Orr, Dale Cooley, Jim Knox, Gary Tucker, Joel Blankenship, and James Prather
A very special thank you to
Chuck Allred who was part of
the Green Tem, as well as the
Coordinator
Hermione, Adrianne, and
Heather, who shared their gift
of song by blessing the congregation with “Amazing Grace.”
They are the children of Jonathon and Megen Beene.
Susie Partain, Matt Bristow ,
Gloria Hale, and Verna Myers
for driving our FIX kids to the
Pumpkin Patch.
Joe and Gloria Hale for donating hotdogs and buns for our
Fall Festival.
Traci and Bobby Rosser for filling in on Sunday mornings for
our nursery workers.
Joan Dalvine and Kelie Underwood for working the nursery
during Kid’s Movie Night
Bobby Rosser for helping coordinate a Toy Run with Darryl
Briggs and the Oklahoma Bikers
The United Methodist Men for
cooking for and serving all who
participated in the Toy Run
Sharon Langenberg & Sheril
Lewis, for Angel Tree work

Gifts are given...
In Loving Memory of
Clifford E. McClure
from Naomi McClure to
the General Endowment
Fund

Silent Auction: Our United Methodist Women will be hosting their silent basket
auction during the month of November. Baskets will be out for viewing each Sunday, with the winners being selected in early December.
Some baskets will have a minimum bid to get started. There are
Rustic Cuffs, Game Day, and baby baskets, to name a few. This is a
great way to purchase gifts, as well as support the UMW and their
missional work throughout the year.

The Young and the Restless
The Young and the Restless plan to
have a bonfire during the month of
November. Be on the lookout for details.
The Young and the Restless are:
Married couples (with or without
kids)

Single parents

Single people

Married whose spouses may or
may not attend church

Families in transition

Blended families
If you are any of the above, this may
be the class for you!


This class will meet each Sunday in
the classroom just outside the sanctuary. There will also be a once a
month social type meeting or outing,
either here at church, a restaurant, or
someone’s home. The goal is just to
pursue God together in community,
supporting one another in whatever
life brings. We are real; we are authentic; and we would love to have
you join us!

Church Wide Thanksgiving Dinner
On Sunday, November 20, we will have
one combined service at 10:30 and
celebrate Commitment Sunday, followed by a church
wide Thanksgiving dinner in the LAF
building. The Fellowship Committee
will provide the turkey and potatoes,
and the rest of us will bring side dishes and desserts. We hope to see you
there. Invite a friend or neighbor!

2016 Charge
Conference
News!
Charge Conference will
be held on Monday, Dec. 5, at
Oolagah United Methodist
Church. Charge Conference is
the yearly business meeting with
our District Superintendent, Rev.
Dan Piel. All of the churches in
our missional area team will be
participating in one combined
charge conference.
Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm
for a $5.00 donation. The business and worship part of the
meeting will begin at 6:45 and
over by 8:00. There will be the
cursory votes of approval for necessary items, and then a fun time
of hearing what the other
churches in our area are doing,
via a fun Jeopardy style game.
Come on out and join us for this
yearly event.

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

Wed

2
11 am: level 1
yoga
Youth: 6 pm

6

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45: Admin
Board Mtg.

7

10:00 United
Methodist WomCookson Hills
Golf Tournament en

6:00: Sewing
Class

13

14

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45: Trustees
11:45: SPRC
Mtg.
11:45: Chili
Cook-off & Desert Auction

11 am: level 1
yoga

20

21

9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
Commitment
Sunday, followed by
Thanksgiving
Dinner.

8

6:00: Sewing
Class

11 am: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

15

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

22
5:30: Weight
Watchers
7 pm:
Boy Scouts

9

11 am: level 1
yoga
3:00-4:30: FIX
5:30 Handbells
6 pm Youth
6:30: Choir Practice
6:30: United
Methodist Men

16

11am: level 1
yoga

Thu

3
1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
6:30: Lay
Nominations
7 pm: Bible
Study

10

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

17

Fri
4
Angel Tree Registration Deadline

11

12

10:00: Yoga
11:30: CHUMS
Potluck Luncheon
& Game Day
Women’s Walk to Emmaus

18

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga 10:00: Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga

24

5

10:00: Yoga
12:00: CHUMS
Lunch

FIX till Six
5:30: Handbells
Youth—6 pm
pm: Bible
6:30: Choir Prac- 7
Study
tice

23

Sat

25

19
Ultimate Frisbee—Youth

26

10:00: Yoga
2:00: Hanging of
the Greens

11 am: level 1
yoga

Church Office
Closed
No School—Thanksgiving Break ASAC Closed

27

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
5-7:00:
1st Sunday of
Advent

28

29

30

11 am: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

10:00: Yoga
1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
FIX: 3 –4:30
5:30 Handbells 4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
6 pm: Youth
7 pm: Bible
6:30: Vespers
Study

11 am: Level 1
yoga

1

2

3
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

RECYCLE PLEASE

Even the priests, the servants,
and some of the children made
repairs. Everyone had a part in
In the Old Testament book of Nehemiah, we see the
building up the city of JerusaIsraelite captives in Babylon (after Babylon has been ac- lem. Everyone took ownership
quired by Persia) being released to go back to Jerusalem. and pride in building up JeruNehemiah, a Jewish man who has risen to some promisalem . They understood it
nence, hears that the city of Jerusalem has been destroyed, took everyone doing their part
the walls of the city are in ruins, and the gates have been to restore the city, and build the Kingdom.
burned. He is granted permission by the King of Persia to
In the next two weeks or so, you should receive a
return to Jerusalem to oversee the rebuilding of the city
packet of materials in the mail. November is traditionally
walls.
the month in which we examine our yearly stewardship
Nehemiah does this in a most interesting way. He
practices, and make pledges for the coming year. Our
enlists the help of many different groups of people to help budget is based partly on the projected income from
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Each family is asked to
pledges. We are asking everyone to do their part in buildtake a portion of the wall, often nearest their home, and
ing up the Kingdom of God. We may not all have equal
rebuild it.
resources for equal giving, but we all can participate in
In Chapter 3, we read a detailed account of who built equal sacrifices of our time, talents, and financial gifts.
what. Some families of wealth built more than one secPlease prayerfully consider what God is calling you to do
tion. Others went in together to build a portion of the
to help build up the Kingdom, as we celebrate in Thankswall. Some built walls, some repaired gates, and some
giving on November 20.
literally installed bolts and screws and bars into the gates.

Commitment Sunday

