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Pastoral Letter 

I love reading, so devouring books is one of my favorite past times, especially to decom-

press. I’ve found over the years, ever since studying Greek Mythology in middle school, that 

stories that take place in the legendary days of Greece and Sparta are especially intriguing to 

me. Especially ones that take artistic license with, or explore a new look at Homer’s classics 

The Iliad or The Odyssey.    

  For those who didn’t have this as required reading, The Odyssey tells of the adventures 

of the great and wise warrior Odysseus who fought in the Trojan War.  After ten years of war 

and a great victory, just when he thought he could finally return to his family, he spends another 

ten years on the journey home.  I imagine the moment when his relief and excitement for going 

home turned to a pit in his stomach when he realized he instead had to face more challenges.  

 I wonder if the disciples had a moment that was slightly similar after the resurrection? Af-

ter hearing that Jesus had resurrected and experiencing the joy that that entailed, they then let 

fear and uncertainty get the best of them. In the gospel of John, we see that even after hearing 

the good news from Mary, and some even witnessing the empty tomb, the disciples are soon 

locked inside because they were fearful. They knew challenges were ahead and they didn’t 

know how to face them. 

 Luckily, unlike Odysseus, the disciples were soon empowered with the peace of Christ 

and the Holy Spirit. So while going into the world to share the message of Christ was a daunt-

ing task, they were equipped for the job.  

 Maybe our mission feels daunting today as well. As we are coming out of the pandemic, 

it feels like the landscape of our world has shifted. Though we go from one challenge to a new 

and different one, we have the advantage that we do not step into the difficulties alone! We too 

are empowered with the Holy Spirit, and strengthened by Christ to meet new perils! And, as al-

ways, we go alongside our brothers and sisters, together in community.  

 Though they’re not the calamities of Odysseus’ journey, even the adversities we see to-

day, we can be confident we’ll face them with the peace and strength of Christ, ever empow-

ered by the Holy Spirit.  

  Grace and peace,  

   Pastor Sarah 
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Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Debbie Bennett & 
Jon Underwood for 
changing the church 
sign during April 

 Tom Weathers for cleaning the 
church grounds and picking up 
trash 

 Aidan S. for assisting with wor-
ship streaming each week 

 Vernon Lester for all his assis-
tance with the drive-in services 

 Dylan R. for her help with com-
munion services 

 Cathy Allred and Max Fuller for 
ensuring the church has com-
munion elements each month 

 Tim Schulz, Ron & Rosemary 
Hill, Vernon Lester, Jerry Dollar, 
Jim Knox, Terry Wilkerson and  
Tom Weather for agreeing to be 
our 2021 Green Team 

Gifts were Given... 

 To the LAF Building 
Debt Relief by Glenn & 
Mary Nelson 

 To the LAF Building 
Debt Relief by Elmer Mills 

 To the LAF Building Debt Re-
lief by Glendell Brown 

This section is a THANK YOU in 
recognition of gifts given with specif-
ic requests to areas outside of gen-
eral budget offerings. It in no way is 
meant to dimmish other giving! 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

On the first Tuesday of every other 

month, we host a Red Cross Blood 

Drive. Our March drive saw 15 do-

nors registered; 2 donors were de-

ferred and 12 units were collected. 

The next blood drive will be held 

on May 4th, 1:00 pm—6:00 pm. 

If you are interested in a volunteer 

opportunity and are 

able to assist with lock-

ing up the building af-

ter the drive, please 

speak with Ka’Lu. 

United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) 

will meet for a time of devotion and 

connection on Thursday, May 13th at 

10:00 am, in room 103. This will be 

the final meeting before summer break, 

with meetings resuming in September.  

All ladies of the church are welcome 

and invited to attend.  

Congratulations, Meg!!       
   Meg was approved for commis-

sioning by the Board of Ordained 

Ministry. She will begin serving as a 

chaplain in Clinical Pastoral Educa-

tion (CPE) at Hillcrest Hospital in 

Tulsa at the end of May. This prom-

ises to be a wonderful use of Meg’s 

gifts and talents as she continues to 

live into her call to vocational minis-

try. The SPRC is putting together a 

job description and will  begin the 

search for a new youth director who 

will be a great fit for our church.  

   Meg, John, and Charlotte will still 

be a beloved part of our church fami-

ly, and we will encourage them on 

this new chapter in their journey! 

Kudos to Miria! 

The ASAC program recently received a 

$5000 grant from the Oklahoma United 

Methodist Foundation which was applied for 

by Pastor Susan. Miria Jones has used this 

amazing grant to purchase  some new things 

for the program. Please take a look some-

time at all the fun items that have been pur-

chased, such as the GaGa ball pit (built by 

members of the congregation,) reading 

swing, riding toys, new tables and chairs, 

shelves, a chalkboard wall, building blocks, 

and new basketball goals , which are await-

ing arrival!  

We have heard a future priority is to have a 

paved path constructed for the riding 

toys. Thanks, Miria, for fortifying this im-

portant community program! 

Condolences 

   Our condolences to the family 

of Ms. Frances Noble, who was 

laid to rest on April 30th. She was 

a mom, sister, grandmother, faith-

ful friend, a long-time member of 

SFUMC, and an astute business-

woman. She worked along side 

her husband, the late Alex Noble, 

until his passing in 2009. Affec-

tionately called Francie, she and 

Alex are together again, sitting at 

the right hand of the Father.  

   Our condolences to Shane and 

Melissa Reamy and family on the 

passing of Shane’s dad, John 

Clay Reamy.  

   Our condolences to Bill & Deb-

orah Clark and family on the 

passing of his brother Jimmy. The 

family has lost several loved ones 

in the past couple of months.  

Our continued prayers for each 

family for strength, comfort, and 

the hope of God’s promises. 

Congratulations! 

We are pleased to congratulate Keifer 

and Miria Jones on the birth of their 

newest and first granddaughter, Amelia 

Lopez. Amelia, daughter of Rueben and 

Amanda, was welcomed into this world 

on March 30, 2021, 

weighing 7 lbs., 8 oz., 

and 21 inches long by 

big brothers Alex and 

Max. She is home, 

healthy, and lighting 

up their lives in the best way possible! 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 
Please join us for graduation Sunday on 
May 16th. Our high school graduates 
are Mallory Bertwell, Layla Haley, Mary 
Rosser, Abby Younger, and Courtney 
Domres. Help us celebrate these bright 
young ladies on this memorable mile-
stone! 



 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
9:30: Sunday 
school 

10:30: Worship  

 

 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

4/27 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 

 

6:30-8:00 Youth    

Drive-in 

 

 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 

 

4:30: Chair yoga 

 

6:00: Level 2 

4/30 
 

10:00:  Yoga 
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9:30: Sunday 
school 
10:30:  

Worship  
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 11:00: Yoga 
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6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

5 
 
6:30-8:00 Youth    

Drive-in 

6:30: Book Study 
w/Pastor Sarah 

6 
 
10:00: UMW 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30: Chair yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

7 
10:00:  Yoga 

 
 

8 

9 

9:30: Sunday 
school 

10:30: Worship  
 
 

10 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 
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6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

12 
11:00: Yoga  

13 
 
 

1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 

 

4:30: Chair yoga 

 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

14 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

16 
9:30: Sunday 
school 

10:30: Worship 
 
Graduation & 
Promotion Sun-
day with Bible 
Presentations 
 

17 

11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

19 
 

11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 

 

 

6:30-8:00 Youth    

Drive-in 

6:30: Book Study 
w/Pastor Sarah 

20 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30: Chair yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
Third Thursday 
in the Park 
@Central Park 

21 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
 
 
Skiatook High 
School Gradua-
tion 

22 
 

23/30 
9:30: Sunday 
school 

10:30: Worship 

 
 

 

 

24/31 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

5/24: ASAC 
Summer care be-
gins 
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6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

6/2 
 

11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 

6:30-8:00 Youth    

Drive-in 

6:30: Book Study 
w/Pastor Sarah 

 

6/3 
 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30: Chair yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

 

 

6/4 
 
10:00:  Yoga 

 

6/5 
 

5/31 Church  

Office  

Closed 
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