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(Post) Easter in Skiatook
On the evening of the first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said “Peace be with you.”
John 20: 19 (NIV)
We had a wonderful Resurrection celebration on Easter Sunday. The church was packed (246 people present!),
the music was great, the kids were plentiful, and the confetti was fun, though probably expected by now. It was a
perfect service after a somber Holy Week, remembering that final supper and then Good Friday. The joy of the
Resurrection was palpable in the faces and voices of the people present. Yet, Resurrection is not a one time
event. For us as Christians, it is a way of life. It is a way of remembering that Christ is with us in all circumstances, and through him, we can overcome! Resurrection reminds us that the worst thing is never the last thing,
and that through the hope of Christ, we are victorious.
After the initial sighting of Jesus that Easter morning by Mary Magdalene and some of the other women, we see
several more appearances of Jesus. Jesus appears to two travelers on the Road to Emmaus, he appears to the disciples in a locked upper room, he appears to them as they are fishing early one morning and actually goes out
with them (in the Gospel of John), and then later appears to them on the beach, where Peter is confronted with
those words of Jesus “Feed my sheep”. Each time Jesus appears, he is not readily recognizable. That leads us to
wonder a few things. Why is this man Jesus, whom they had lived and worked with and followed for three years,
not recognized by them right away?
Some scholars believe his appearance was changed somewhat—he was a “glorified” Jesus in some way. But I
also have to wonder—was he so difficult to recognize because they simply were not looking for him? After all,
they believed him dead, and the news of the Resurrection was pretty incredible. Why would they even be looking for a living, breathing Jesus anyway? Once Jesus speaks to their hearts and minds, they realize who he is,
and they worship him.
Yet, this is how we often are as Christians. We don’t always recognize Jesus when we encounter him. We too
often don’t see Jesus in the face of the stranger, or the child, or the poor. We fail to recognize God moments,
and chalk them up to coincidence, or happen-stance. If we are only ever looking for the “glorified Jesus” or
“Jesus the King”, we are missing out on everyday sightings of Christ working in the world all around us. We
even miss Christ working in our own lives at times. We are missing out on God speaking to us through the voices
of others, especially those least likely to represent Christ to us.
This post-Easter season, I invite you to look for Christ. To look for the risen Jesus that we may not recognize
right away. Jesus appeared to those followers when they were least likely looking for him to appear. Let’s live
into the Resurrection, and feed the hope in our own souls as we look around for signs of Christ in the world.

Continued Easter Blessings,
Pastor Susan

QUESTIONS? TEXT MEG: (918) 906 -0414

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:


David & Dianne Shaw,
Bobby Rosser, for being Sunday greeters



The confirmands for
participating actively in Maundy
Thursday



Tom Weathers, Jim Knox, Vernon
Lester, Forrest Simpson, Jerry Dollar,
Tom Hobza, Ted & Lu Willimon,
Bobby Rosser, Terry Wilkerson,
Craig Riggs, and Mark Hunt for
agreeing to be our 2019 Green Teams
and tend the grounds this year



Alee Fifer, Mona Keeline, and Lisa
Riggs for subbing in the nursery



Chuck Allred for getting Gary Dunham’s vehicle and belongings home
from the hospital in Muskogee and
visiting with Mrs. Dunham



Susie Partain for traveling to Muskogee to sit with Mrs. Dunham during Gary’s final days



Dale Cooley, Chuck Allred, Tom
Weathers, Dick Allen, Pete Big
Horse, and James Prather for being
pall bearers during the homegoing
service for Gary Dunham



Kaitlan Teague for dressing up and
playing the Easter Bunny

Throughout the year, our worship
committee meets to discuss and plan
various ways to make worship a more
meaningful experience for the congregation. Holy Week is an exceptional
time in the life of this church. It is also
a lot of work!
A special thank you goes out to Cathy
Allred, Dale Cooley, Beverly Dollar,
and our staff of Meg, Miria, and Ka’Lu.
We literally could not have done these
services without the hours of work put
in by these folks. They set up, cleaned
up, put away, practiced music, prepared the sanctuary, made slides, led
worship and spent hours in doing so.
Thanks to Jane Danner for her gift of
dance on Thursday, as well as all 12 of
you who read parts as the disciples of
Jesus!
Thanks to the Hobzas, the Riggs, the
Blankenships, and Tom Weathers for
taking care of Easter Brunch . Thanks
to Robin Edens for her Easter music
You are all exceptional!
Pastor Susan

Church Directory Update
Gifts are given…






To the parking lot fund by Mr.
Elmer Mills
To the parking lot
fund by Verna Linzy
To the parking Lot
Fund by Dr. Rev.
Mark & Rev. Susan
Whitley
To the LAF Building Debt Relief
by Dale Cooley, Glenn & Mary
Nelson and Peck & Glendell
Brown

RED CROSS BLOOD
DRIVE
May 30th
LAF Building

12:30pm — 6:30pm
Walk-ins are welcome

Security
Measures Update

Special Holy Week Thanks

Many of you have been asking about the church
directory that many of us took pictures for last
year, and we finally have
some news. Within three
weeks, we should have a
printed directory in hand
to preview and edit if
necessary. We are unable to take any additional
photos at this time. However, if we get a minimum
of 15 families that would like to be photographed
at no cost to them and without obligation, I am
able to get a session scheduled. LifeTouch has
been very good about getting us back on track, and
I apologize for the many delays (mostly on my
end.) I greatly appreciate your patience, and I am
pleased to report that we are finally moving in a
forward direction towards finishing this project.

After recent break
-ins, the Leadership Team voted
to install security
measures for both the main sanctuary
building and the LAF. We are
pleased to announce that those
measures are now complete., Our
building is much more secure now
than it ever has been.

Users must have a code to enter the
buildings by using the keypad on the
outside of the doors. (2 doors on the
LAF bldg., 2 doors for the main
building.) This is your assigned code
followed by the # sign. IF the
building is armed and there is no
one here, your code must be entered again INSIDE to disarm the
system. If the light is blinking red, it
must be disarmed. If it is green and
says “ready”, you are good to go.
When you are ready to leave, please
check carefully to make sure NO
ONE is in the building before arming it. If you have ANY questions,
please contact Ka’Lu in the office,
Pastor Susan, or Kiefer Jones for
further instructions.
Condolences...
Our love and condolences to Jackie
Hull and family on the passing of her
mom, Ms. Nadine Moyer.
Our love and condolences to Colten
Lewis and family on the passing of his
grandfather, Bill Sutter.
Our love and condolences to Marietta
Dunham and family on the passing of
her son, Gary Dunham. Gary had been a
member of SFUMC for many years.
We will continue to hold each family in
prayer for
strength, comfort, and peace
during this difficult time.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

5

6

9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship

11:00: level 1
yoga

6-8 Confirmation Class

6:00: Quilting
Class

12

13

9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship

11:00: level 1
yoga

7

Thu
2
3
1:00: CHUMS’

10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group

8

10

9
1:00: CHUMS’
Game Day

15

10:00: UMW

11:00: Yoga Level 1
CHUMS’
3-6 pm FIX till 6 1:00:
Game Day
6:00: Leadership
Team Mtg.

Confirmation Retreat

11

School Closed: No
ASAC

4:30Chair Yoga
10:00: Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group

14

6:00 pm: Quilting
Class
6:00: Girl Scouts

Sat
4

11:00: Yoga Lev- Game Day
el 1
4:30: Chair
3-4:30: FIX
Yoga
5:30: Handbell
6:00: Level 2
Practice
Yoga
6:00-8:00: Youth

11:00: Yoga Level 1
3-4:30: FIX
5:30: Handbell
Practice
6-8: Youth
6:30/7:00: UMM

Sr. Sunday

Fri

16

17

18

School Closed: No
ASAC

10:00: Yoga

4:30: Chair
Yoga

10:30: Prayer
Group

23

24

6:00-8:00
Youth

19

20

21

9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship
Confirmation
Sunday

11:00: Yoga Lev- 1:00: CHUMS’
el 1
Game Day
No Fix

3:00: Baccalau- 11:00: level 1
reate
yoga
4:00-7:00: Kids’
Night Out
6:00 Quilting
Class

26

22

27

9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship

11:00: level 1
yoga
* Office Closed *

6-8 pm Youth

4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

Last Day of School

10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group
7:00: SHS Graduation

28

29

30

31

11:00: Yoga Lev- 1:00: CHUMS’ 10:00: Yoga
Game Day
el 1
10:30: Prayer
Group
4:30: Chair
Yoga
6-8 pm Youth
6:00: Level 2
Yoga
O K UM C A nn ual C o nf e r e nc e ; O K C
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Parking lot Update
Thank you so much to all who
have contributed to the parking
lot fund. We started with two
gifts from last year totaling
$6000, and have raised an additional $14,650 in almost
three months. Our total is approximately $20,650.00.
I continue to be amazed at the generosity of our members. Several of these gifts have been large, most have
been smaller gifts. But it all adds up really quickly. It
makes a difference when we come together with a common goal, and realize that it really does take all of us
working together. All gifts matter. Thank you. We are
looking forward to having a safe, more functional parking lot in the near future!

PLEASE RECYCLE!

Dear Skiatook Church Family,
As many of you may know, I
have been attending Phillips
Theological Seminary the past
5 years working to complete a
Masters in Divinity. I am happy
to announce that I will graduate next month.
Commencement Ceremony will be Saturday,
May 18 at 11am at First Christian Church in Tulsa. An informal come-and-go celebration will
take place Saturday May 18, from 5pm-8pm at
the Tucker home. (9519 W 154 PL N) All are welcome.
I cannot thank you enough for the love, grace,
support and prayers you have given to me over
the years.
Love and blessings to you all.
Linda Tucker

