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Life Changes in Skiatook
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect will.”
Romans 12: 2 (NIV)
May is typically a busy month in the life of families. It is often the time of transition as well. It seems that often, major life “stepping stones” occur in May. We see high school graduations where students begin to transition from dependence on their parents to a more independent time of life. College graduations in particular
mark a time of major change for those students, as they begin the journey of finding careers, further education,
and so on. We also tend to see a spike in weddings as May and June are popular months for these ceremonies.
May signals the end of the school year, and the beginning of summer activities, camps, mission trips, sports,
vacations, family times, and so much more. Life changes can be fun and exciting, but also overwhelming and
somewhat daunting. Yet we know that change comes whether we are ready or not for it. Our children grow up,
we grow older, and things change.

But change is not always a bad thing. In fact, the Bible reminds us that we are to be changing for the better as
we move along our discipleship journey. We are to be constantly transforming into the image of Christ. Our
Christian discipleship journey is not meant to be stagnant. We are called to mature, and always be learning
about life in Christ. In the United Methodist Church, we call this “Sanctifying Grace”. As we grow in Christ,
we are to become more and more like the image of Christ. Our relationship with Jesus should not be exactly
the same as it was last year, or five years ago, or even twenty. There is always something new for us to learn,
always something new God is calling us to.
On the day that Jesus ascends into Heaven, he reminds his disciple to be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and throughout the world. He says they will do this by the power of the Holy Spirit that will come upon
them. It is difficult to be witnesses to the love of God if our relationship with God is not very strong. If our
Christian journey is still in the very beginning stages, even after possibly being in church for twenty years, then
we are not very effective witnesses. Jesus gives us a promise that He will be with us always, even to the ends
of the Earth.
This month, as you contemplate these “life changes” that come your way, whether it’s graduations or weddings
or family reunions, consider your own relationship with Christ. Compare your life to where you were last year
at this time. Or ten years ago. Is your faith stronger? Are you more in love with God? Is your prayer life
deeper? Are you an effective witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ? Do you have an idea of what Christ is calling you to do in the world? I invite you to consider these things, and take those next steps through prayer,
study, and worship.
Blessings,
Pastor Susan

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:


Lu Willimon and
Vernon Fuller who
run the slide program
on Sunday mornings



After nine days of being out due to
the teacher walkout, Skiatook Public Schools returned to the classroom. Thank you, teachers, for
fighting for our students! Our
churches in the community pulled
together to make lunches, be distribution centers, and even deliver
them around town. Our church,
FUMC was one of these sites. We
served and/or delivered anywhere
between 15 and 40 each day. Additionally, we were able to provide
all day childcare for approximately
30 students each day, from 7:30
am until 6 pm. There are so many
people to thank, but a special
shout-out to Miria Jones, Kelie
Underwood, Trudie Riggs, and
Kylie Wilkerson for being here
every day preparing breakfast,
lunch, and hours of supervision.
They are rock stars! Ms. Erin, Ms.
Laura, Ms. Brittany, Ms. Beverly,
Ms. Patty--thank you!
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Thanks to Jane Allred Danner,
Sharon Yarberry Langenberg,
Sandy Kimbrough, Marilyn Mullen, Judy Supernaw, Verna Linzy,
Daytan and Sunni Clark, Julee
Thomas-March, and Forrest and
Becki Simpson, for buying groceries, making lunches, and even delivering them. We also had many,
many people donate financially as
well to help make all this possible.
Thank you to you, the congregation of Skiatook FUMC. Thank
you for supporting our children,
our families, and our teachers this
week. You were the community,
the Body of Christ in action. You
made a difference!

Retirement Party!
You are invited to a retirement party
to honor Mrs. Mary Overlease after
serving for forty years in Skiatook
Public Schools! The
school will honor her
with a reception at
Skiatook Elementary
on May 10th. You are
invited to come and
go from 3:30– 7 pm. Cake and
punch will be served!

With Sadness...
On April 27th, we joined the family
of Billie Emery to lay him to rest.
His humor and intelligence will be
missed. Please continue to keep his
family in prayer.
Our condolences to David
Hackney and
family on the
loss of his
brother James. Pray for continued
comfort and strength during this time
of mourning.

United Methodist Women

Congratulations, Graduates!

Last month, the UMW took a trip and
toured the Cookson Hills Mission in
Cookson, OK. They ended the day with
a lunch and a trip through the gift shop.
Cookson Hills, whose primary mission
is to serve the underserved people of
NE Oklahoma, particularly Native
Americans, raises funds through a tshirt shop, a mat shop, and a senior
center that serves lunch twice weekly.
In addition, they accept donations, both
monetary and goods. Below are the
ladies who attended, along with
Laramie,
the tour
guide, mat
shop worker, and all
around
great helper of the center. The next
UMW meeting will be Tuesday, May
15th at 10am. Please bring a sack
lunch. (Yes, it is the 3rd Tuesday)

As the school year winds down, we want
to wish a very special congratulations to
our Class of 2018 Graduates.

United Methodist Men
The United Methodist Men will host a
church-wide breakfast June 3rd at
9:30am. The menu will include pancakes, biscuits, gravy, bacon, and sausage, with juice, milk, and coffee to
drink. Contributions will be accepted,
and proceeds will help fund missions
and scholarships throughout the year.
The next meeting is Wednesday, May
9th at 6:30pm in the LAF. All men of
the church are welcome and invited.

Trudie Riggs, daughter of Craig & Lisa
Riggs, will attend OU as an English major.
Kylie Wilkerson, daughter of Terry &
Kellie Wilkerson, will attend Kansas
State and study biochemical engineering.
Noah Edens, son of Dale & Robin
Edens, will attend Tulsa Community College in the fall, then later transfer to TU
to study Music Education.
Dillon Odom, son of Matt & Christina
Bertwell, will continue his love of working
with animals.

Lindsay Dollar will graduate with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Graphic Design from the Savannah College of Art
and Design.
Samantha Darrow graduated with a
Bachelor of Art from University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma ( USAO.)
Miranda Stotz, daughter of Max & Karen
Stotz, is graduating from Tarleton State
College in Texas.

Mon

Tue
1

2

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

6

7

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

11 am: level 1
yoga

4:00-7:00: Kids
Night Out

13
8:30: Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
Sr., Sunday
11:45: Trustees
3:00 Skiatook
Baccalaureate at
FBC Rogers
Campus

20

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
& Bible Presentation
11:45—Leaders
meet with Rev.
Cindy Havlik,
D.S.

27
8:30 Worship
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30: Worship

12:30: Stretching
6:00: Quilting
Class

14

11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
6:00: Quilting
Class

Wed

8

Thu
3

1:00: CHUMS’
11 am: level 1
Game Day
yoga
12:30: Stretching 4:30: Chair
Yoga
6 pm: Youth
6:00: Wednesday 6:00: Level 2
Yoga
Connection
7:00: Bible
7:00: Lenten
Study
Study

9

10

1:00: CHUMS’
Game Day

11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
6:00: Quilting
Class

28

4
10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

11
10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group

7:00 Boy Scouts

15

16

18

10:00: *UMW
5:30: Weight
Watchers

17

11am: level 1
1:00: CHUMS’
yoga
Game Day
12:30: Stretching
6:00: Youth

7:00 Boy Scouts

4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

23

22
5:30: Weight
Watchers
7 pm: Boy Scouts

29

Memorial Day 5:30: Weight
Office Closed Watchers
7 pm: Boy Scouts
11 am: level 1
yoga

11/12:30am:
level 1 yoga/
stretching
6 pm: Youth

24
1:00: CHUMS’
Game Day
4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga
7:00: Bible
Study

30

31

11/12:30am:
level 1 yoga/
stretching
6 pm: Youth

1:00: CHUMS’
4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga
7:00: Bible
Study

12:30: Stretching
6:00: Quilting
Class

Annual Conference in OKC

Sat
5

11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching 4:30Chair Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga
FIX till 6
6 pm: Youth
7:00: Bible
Study
6:30: United
Methodist Men

5:30: Weight
Watchers

7:00: Bible
Study

21

Fri

12

11:30: Stretching

10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

19

Skiatook
High School
Graduation

25
10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group

11:30: Stretching

26
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Finance, and the United for ministry purposes.
Methodist Foundation Many of you have asked about the “Giving Tree”
Thank you for your faithfulness
in your giving so far this year!
We appreciate everything and
in every way that so many of
you give. Our April mission to
the community during the teacher walkout has been
relatively expensive, so thank you for your donations
to that. The childcare provided in the LAF building
is expensive, because we have had to pay some of
our regular providers, in order to meet DHS requirements of having FBI background checked people
available. The ASAC budget may be slightly overblown this year because of that. Any additional gifts
earmarked for that are always appreciated as well.
The Trustees and some of the leaders recently had a
meeting with Mr. Justin Tockey of the United Methodist Foundation, on the subject of wills, trusts, and
endowments. We do have several endowments here
at Skiatook First United Methodist Church. Endowments are meant to be built up until the interest from
them is enough to be distributed monthly or yearly

that is in the foyer of the church near the East Entrance. It is made up of leaves that are given in
memory of, or in honor of, an individual or group or
family that someone has chosen to honor. Each leaf
is a $500 donation, and goes straight to the United
Methodist Foundation to be put into the endowment.
Then a leaf is ordered and put on the tree. If someone gives a memorial donation to the church that is
undesignated, then a leaf is automatically ordered
when those donations reach $500.
The United Methodist Foundation encourages individuals to have a plan for their estate, and they are
willing to help you with wills, trusts, estate plans,
etc. Have you ever considered leaving even a small
portion of an estate, or your assets at the time of your
death to the church? Even a small tithe can do lots of
ministries in a church like ours! It can be designated
for a specific purpose, or given to debt retirement, or
whatever purpose you deem worthy! If you have any
questions, give us a call and we can direct you to the
right people!

