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Words of Resurrection in Skiatook
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s
grace was so powerfully at work in them all. Acts 4: 33 (NIV)
During Lent, I preached the sermon series “Final Words From the Cross”, based on the book of the same name by
Adam Hamilton. Each week, we explored a different phrase that Jesus uttered while hanging on the cross. His
final words were words of forgiveness, prayers, quotes from the Psalms, admonitions for his followers to care for
one another, reminders of his humanity, and even a cry of despair and abandonment. Those weeks were a powerful reminder of the humanity of Jesus, yet also of the Divine love he has for each of us.
On Easter Sunday, we were reminded that though Jesus’ final words include despair and sorrow, his first words on
that Easter, and the days that followed, were words of Resurrection. He speaks words of compassion (“Why are
you weeping?”) to Mary Magdalene on that early Easter morning, words of hope (“Why do you seek the living
among the dead?”) in Luke, and words of comfort in the Gospel of Matthew (“Do not be afraid.”). Jesus speaks
words of promise, as he tells the women to tell the others that he will meet them in Galilee, and words of peace, in
the Upper Room as he says “Peace be with you.”

From words of despair, agony, and personal humanity on Good Friday, to words of Resurrection, we see Jesus
transformed and gloried as the Risen Christ, the one who could not be held by Death. Even Jesus’ words change
as he undergoes the suffering and the defeat of Death.
Words matter. There are times in our lives when we all speak words of despair and pain. There are times when
we suffer and the way seems dark. But as people of the Resurrection, are we also counting on God as we learn to
speak the language of Resurrection? Words of resurrection give us life. Words of resurrection are healing. Both
to ourselves and to others. Are our words defined by compassion, hope, comfort to others, promise, and peace?
Or are the bulk of our lives, reflected in our words, lived out in chaos, fear, despair or anger? Are we living --and speaking—as people of the Resurrection? As an Easter people?
Very often, our words reflect who we are, and what we are going through. However, we are not called to voice
every negative thought, and to speak every negative comment our brain comes up with. As Christians however,
we are called to speak in a manner that brings honor and glory to God. We are called to speak word of life and
words of healing. Like the apostles, we are called to testify to the Resurrection. We are called to speak Words of
Resurrection.
The New Testament book of James has a lot to say about our tongues and the words we speak. James reminds us
in chapter three of the great power that such a small part of the body has. Our words are to be controlled by us,
and used with great care. We have the power over what we speak. Let us be an Easter people, speaking words
of Resurrection to ourselves, and to those with whom we come into contact. Words of compassion, of comfort, of
hope, of promise, and of peace. The same words Jesus speaks. Will you pray with me that we can speak the
words that people are so desperately longing to hear?
Blessings,
Pastor Susan

Misc. Happenings
Congratulations, Class of 2017!

WELCOME!

Join us on Sunday, May 14th, as we
honor and celebrate our Class of 2017
graduates through prayer and recognition.

Welcome to new members Mark and Kathy Boynton
and their granddaughter, Henley Grace. Mark and
Kathy joined our church family through professions
faith on Sunday, April 9th, during the 10:30 worship.

Kelie Underwood, daughter of Jon &
Ka’Lu, will attend Tulsa Community
College in the fall.
Will Schulte, son of Pat & Michelle,
will attend OSU as a Chemical Engineering major, and will also rodeo on
their rodeo team.
Kendall Schulte, daughter of Pat &
Michelle, will attend East Central
University in Ada as a pre-physical
therapy major, and will play basketball for them.
Jordan Domres, son of Kevin Domres
& Wade & Shana Preslar, will attend
RSU after taking a year off to work.
Matthew Lester, son of Vernon &
Kimberly, graduates Kansas State
University with a Bachelor of Science in Philosophy with a Pre-law
emphasis. He is also receiving his
Officer’s Commission as a Second
Lieutenant in the US Army.
Liz Wasson, daughter of Norman &
Ann Wasson, graduates Oklahoma
City University with a Bachelors of
Music in Vocal Performance. In the
fall, she will attend OU to get a Masters in Library and Information Science.
Garrett Sill, son of Kim and Brett
Creekmore, graduates with a degree
in Agricultural Economics. He’ll
complete a Bachelor of Science in
Botany in December 2017. After that
he will attend Law School with plans
to become a Patent Attorney, specializing in medical patents.
Riley Schulte Pope, daughter of Pat
& Michelle Schulte, graduates with a
Bachelors of Forensics and Bachelors
of Psychology. She will begin a masters program in Child Play Therapy at
Southern Nazarene University this
fall.
Leslie Williamson, daughter of Tim
& Andrea Williamson, graduates
with a Bachelor's of Art with Minors
in Photography and Liberal Arts.

of

We also welcome Jennifer Brooks, who joined our
church on April 23rd, during the 10:30am worship service through a profession
of faith. Jennifer has attended church here with her husband David for quite
some time. She has worked and volunteered with children’s Sunday school,
children's church, the after school program, and the nursery. It is a blessing to
have her as an “official” member of our church family. She is also mom to
Murphy and Remedy.
Please extend a hearty welcome when you see the Boynton Family and Jennifer
around the church! sure and welcome them when you see them around!

Way to Go!

Servant Spotlight

Congratulations to Sharon Langenberg,
who was nominated Skiatook District
Teacher of the Year! Sharon teaches 3rd
grade Special Education at Skiatook Intermediate Elementary, and is completing
her 5th year in education. She strives to
make her classroom a warm and inviting
place where kids enjoy coming each day.

Thanks to:
 Cathy Allred,
who did
much of our
planning and
shopping for
our Lenten
services, including those
during Holy Week
 The Worship Committee
who changed paraments
and prepared the sanctuary for worship
throughout Lent
 Dale, Robin, Beverly,
Cathy, & Jackie for special music during Lent
and Holy Week
 Ken March, the vocal
music choir, and the
Hand Bell choir for sharing their gifts during
Lent and Holy Week.
 Jane Danner for her gift
of dance on Good Friday.

Sharon said while she entered teaching later in life, she feels it's where God
wants her to be. She is thankful for
“amazing co-workers who are always
there to support and pray for each other
when needed,” and she looks forward to
serving the community for years to come.
Sharon attends the 10:30 worship with
her husband Doug. She is mom to adult
sons Cody and Kyle Short.

Confirmation Sunday
Please join us as we
honor four special
young people at a
Confirmation reception/Sunday potluck
brunch during the
Sunday School hour
on Sunday, May 21.
We will not have
regular Sunday
School that morning. Bring your favorite pot luck dish, or even swing by
the store and grab some donuts. We
will have a time of food and fellowship in Room 103 (Old Fellowship
Hall) from 9:30—10:20am. Hope to
see you there.

Gifts are given...
*To the Building Fund,
by Peck and Glendell
Brown
*To the Church Camp
fund, by the UMW.
*To the Church Camp fund, by the
UMM
*To the Church Camp fund, by
numerous individuals!

Sun

Mon

1

Tue

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

10:00: Yoga

Youth to Salsa
Del Mayo

5:00: Kids’
Night Out

11 am: level 1
10:00: UMW
yoga
12:30: Stretching
5:30: Weight
Watchers
6:00: Quilting
Class
6:00: UMM

1:00: CHUMS
11 am: level 1
Game Day
yoga
12:30: Stretching 4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
3:00-4:30: FIX
Yoga
7 pm Bible
Study
11 am: level 1
yoga
1:00 CHUMS
12:30: Stretching Game
Day
3:00-6:00: FIX
till Six

7 pm Bible
Study

7:00 Boy Scouts

16

17

18

15

Senior Sunday

5:30: Weight
11 am: level 1
Watchers
yoga
12:30: Stretching 7:00 Boy Scouts
6:00: Quilting
Class

11am: level 1
1:00: CHUMS
yoga
Game Day
12:30: Stretching
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
6:00 Youth
7 pm Bible
Study

22

24

Confirmation
Sunday
8:30: Worship
9:30: Brunch
10:30 Worship
12:30 Lake Baptism

28
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30: Worship

23

11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
6:00: Quilting
Class

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7 pm:
Boy Scouts

29

30

Memorial Day 5:30: Weight
office closed
Watchers
11 am: level 1
7:00 Boy Scouts
yoga
12:30: Stretching
6:00: Quilting
Class

10:00: Yoga
11:00 Prayer
group
11:30: Stretching

11:00 Prayer
4:30Chair Yoga group
6pm Level 2
Yoga
11:30: Stretching

14

21

Sat

4

8

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45: Trustees
2:00pm: SHS
Baccalaureate
6:00 Confirmation

Fri

3

7

6:00 pm Confirmation

Thu

2

11 am: level 1
5:30: Weight
yoga
Watchers
12:30: Stretching
7:00 Boy Scouts
6:00: Quilting
Class

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

Wed

25

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
11 am: level 1
yoga
4:30Chair Yoga
12:30: Stretching 6 pm: Level 2
yoga
6:00: Youth
7 pm: Bible
Study

31

6/1

11 am: Level 1
yoga
CHUMS
12:30: Stretching 1:00
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
6:00: Youth
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm: Bible
Study

Oklahoma Annual Conference, St. Luke’s UMC, OKC

19

10:00: Yoga
11:00 Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

20

7:00: Skiatook
High School Graduation

26

27

10:00: Yoga
11:00 Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

6/2

6/3

10:00: Yoga
11:00 Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

9am-3pm:
Vendor Fair
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

News from Finance
Thanks to all who work
and serve on our finance
team. I’d also like to
thank those greeters
each month who lock up
the offering and make
the deposit, and thanks
to those who count and
record the giving receipts.
Thank you to each of you for your faithful
giving in 2016 and so far in 2017. Our budget process established some ambitious goals
for 2017, including the reduction of debt on
the LAF building as a primary goal. So far,
in 2017, we have paid approximately $20,000
directly to the principal of the debt on the
LAF building! This doesn’t include the
monthly budgeted $2,200.00 payment we
make! Thank you to those who give to the
building fund. We have been given several
very generous gifts, as well as paying a bit

RECYCLE PLEASE

more each month from our reserve building
fund. Reducing the debt, and eventually paying it down will free up more of our money
for actual ministry and mission.
Occasionally, we have people who give to
various budget items and funds within the
church. With the exception of the camp fundraiser going on right now or special mission
fundraisers, we are asking that all funds just
be given to the general budget, or to the
building fund for now. Children’s ministries,
youth, maintenance through Trustees, etc. are
funded through our general budget. Your giving to the budget allows these items to be
funded fully, and don’t really need to be designated. If you would like to have your giving
directed, we ask that it be to the building
fund. Next month you will find envelopes in
your pews, marked for that purpose if you
choose to give extra over your pledge. Thank
you for your generous gifts.

