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Re-Districting  in Skiatook 

 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
For many years now, Skiatook First United Methodist Church has been a vital part of the Bartlesville District of 

the Oklahoma Annual Conference.    As of June 1, 2015, the Oklahoma Conference will be transitioning from 

twelve districts across the state to eight districts.  With those changes in the number of districts come changes to 

district boundaries, names of districts, and new (in some cases) District Superintendents.  Part of the transition in 

the shifting of boundaries was re-aligning churches to better fit the new geographical districts. 

 

Skiatook FUMC will now be part of the newly created Council Oaks District (formerly Tulsa District).  This new 

district encompasses most of the previous churches of Tulsa District, with some additions from the areas north, 

south, east and west of Tulsa.  The former Bartlesville District has merged with Muskogee District to form Green 

Country District.  Rev. George Warren, the current District Superintendent of Bartlesville District will be retiring 

this year at Annual Conference.  Rev. Emery Mason, the current District Superintendent of Muskogee District 

will be the new DS of the Green Country District and that new office will be in Claremore. 

 

So what does that mean for us?  Understanding that change is always difficult, we will embrace our new district!  

FUMC Owasso, FUMC Oolagah, Meadowcreek UMC of Collinsville, and our church will all move to the Coun-

cil Oaks District.  Our new District Superintendent will be Rev. Dan Peil.  (Look for a bio of Rev. Peil on p. 3 of 

this newsletter). 

 

Another component of this re-districting is the idea of sharing and practicing ministry and resources with other 

churches in our area.  The churches listed in the paragraph above (Skiatook, Oolagah, Collinsville, and Owasso) 

are in what we call a “cluster”.  This means that we will be working within this group of churches to do ministry 

more effectively, efficiently, and maybe even entirely differently!  We are not churches in competition, but rather 

churches who want to work together to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to even more people in more ways.  

While we are not entirely sure what this “clustering” may fully look like, several of us pastors have already be-

gun to brainstorm what that might entail.  While change is sometimes scary and uncomfortable, we know that 

ministry of the future must look different.  Change can be scary, but it can also be exciting!  We are looking for-

ward to strengthening the already existing partnership with these churches in our cluster!  Would you pray with 

me that this new stage of ministry and partnership will be done with the best of intentions, and the seeking of 

God’s will?  There is so much potential for shared ministry, and there is plenty of room in the kingdom! 

 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Susan“ 



 
May Children’s News 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

 

  THANKS FOR SUCCESSFUL 

CAMP SUNDAY!  We raised 

$1132.00 in donations and pledges! 

This will help campers tremendously!

Many thanks to JoAnna Darrow, Mallo-

ry Bertwell, Linda Tucker, and Traci 

Rosser for sharing your camp stories 

with us!  Thanks to Joe and Gloria Hale 

for providing the hot dogs!  

Sunday School—each week at 9:30 
  

The Sunday School theme for May is 

 Jesus and the Children 

May 3rd—Storytelling 
May 10th - Music 
May 17th—Art 
May 24th—Movies 
May 31st—No Sunday School (5th Sunday Brunch) 

 

Please contact Miria 
Jones if you are able 
to help! 

 

Kids—Don’t forget 

to bring your Bibles! 

Acolyte Calendar: 

5/3 Lexi / Mallory   

5/10 Gabe / Will 

5/17 Confirmands 

5/24 Tyler / Will 

5/31 Oki / Mallory 

Acolyte training  is available to anyone 3rd grade 
through youth.  Please let  Miria know if you have  a 
child who is interested.  

Summer Church Camp Opportuni-
ties 

* Sonshine Camp (grades 1,2)  
July 11-12  (Must have one adult 
for every 1-5 campers).  This camp 
is 2 days/1 night to get children used to the camp 
experience. 

*Growin’ in Grace Camp (Kids entering 3rd, 4th, or 
5th grade in the fall (with Pastor Susan)   June 15, 
16 & 17         

*Tweens Camp— 6th graders.  (June 15-19) 

Register online at www.okcamps.org      Scholar-
ships are available to help with camp costs. 

Bible Presentation 

May 31st during  

10:30 worship 

New 3rd graders will receive their Bi-

bles  from the church.   

Contact the church with any questions 

or  for help getting your child plugged 

in to the Children’s Program! 

Promotion Sunday—May 31st 

New 5th graders  move to FIX Sun-

day School.  New 7th graders (in the 

fall) move up to youth! You are now 

part of the Youth program, including Sunday School 

and Sunday night youth!  Be watching the Youth page 

for all kinds of summer opportunities—including Dis-

trict Camp and mission trip! 

 

 

In God we live, move, and exist. ~Acts 17:28a, CEB 

 Mark your calendars now  for this exciting  VBS!  

July 19th –23rd 

Please contact Miria to volunteer!  Be looking for sign up sheets 

and lists of craft supplies that will need to be provided. 

 



 



 HOPES FOR GRADUATES 

I hope God so fills you with his love that you know deep down  that you are prized and valued  

 by the very Creator of the universe.. 

I hope you know just as deeply that others are just as prized and valued by God  

  and you will care for them as your precious brothers and sisters. 
 

I hope God gives you eyes to see beauty—real beauty found in the common and ordinary. 

I hope God gives you courage to look at what is ugly and not ignore it,  but to know it for what it is. 
 

I hope you feel the sting of injustice when it is done to you. 

I hope you feel just as angry over injustice that is done to others. 
 

I hope God gives you abundance, not to fill your bank account and die rich in stuff,  

  but to share your bank account and live rich in spirit. 
 

I hope God gives you success—not to triumph over others, 

 but to triumph over the temptation of being less than your best self. 
 

I hope God does not insulate you from pain, real pain, but will be with you in your pain to give you confi-
dence that you can endure  and to give you compassion for others in their pain. 

 

I hope God brings into your life real friends who will love you enough to unconditionally accept you  

  in spite of all your flaws and who are wise enough to be really honest with you and will 
challenge you to correct your flaws. 

 

I hope you will find out early in life that the “pursuit of happiness” is like chasing a butterfly in the 
wind,  

  always out of your reach,  

 But in the pursuit of a passion to which you can wholeheartedly give yourself, happiness will come 
to you and alight on your shoulder  like a butterfly. 

 

I hope God will offer you a cross that is painful but is worthy of your best effort, 

 that you will take up and carry with joy and follow Jesus. 
 

I hope God trusts you enough to send you into a sinful world, to make a significant difference for Christ. 

 

These are my hopes for you, my young friends, my brothers and sisters.  May God continue to bless 
you!  You are a blessing to us all.   

Grace and Peace. 

 

*While this was penned by District Superintendent George War-
ren,  it is also  the sentiments of your Skiatook  FUMC Family.  We 
salute your accomplishments, and pray over each of you as you 
begin this new chapter in your book of life.* 



 

A Lenten Overview… Our worship committee and fellowship committee do a fabulous job of planning ac-

tivities, set-up and tear downs, decorating the sanctuary, and  making sure there is plenty to eat and fun to be 

had.  A very special thank you goes out to Cathy Allred who seemed to be everywhere we needed her to be, ex-

actly when we needed her!  Also, to Judy Supernaw,  Barbara Fuller, and Maryann Hobza, we thank you!!  There 

are so many that helped make this year’s Lenten journey a “success:” one of reflection, hope, surrender, and 

love.  Hats off to Rev. Susan Whitley, who strives to help us draw closer to God and serve His people. 

BROKEN, YET BEAUTIFUL:  A LENTEN JOURNEY  

TOWARDS WHOLENESS 

Neil Cooley, Son of Dale & Patty Cooley 

Oklahoma City University School of Law 
Mariah Briggs,  

Daughter of Rodney & Mary Briggs 

Zoey Rosser,  

Daughter of Bobby & Tracy Rosser 

Caitlin Whitley-Hayes, 

Daughter of Revs. Mark and Susan Whitley 

OSU School of Architecture 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Our Sympathies to: 
*The family of Betty July.  
Betty passed away on 
April 1. 
 
*Gloria Forbes in the 
death of her brother. 
 
*DeAnn Rigney in the 
death of her sister . 
 
Our prayers are with you 
during this time of grief. 
     

Meet Our New District  

Superintendent 

  Rev. Dan Peil has 
been the District 
Superintendent of 
the Tulsa District 
since 2011.  Prior to 
that, he was the 
pastor at Elk City 
UMC from 2005-
2011. He was or-
dained in 1977.  
Read his own 

words recorded by The Contact News-
paper in 2011, just before Rev. Peil 
took office as DS. 

“I feel that I was born into the 
church. My parents and grandparents 
were active laity, leading, teaching, 
and singing. (And though I love mu-
sic, I didn’t inherit the singing part.) 
Many of my earliest memories are of 
being in church. As a youth, church 
was a big part of my social life. Most 
of all, it was a "thin place," where 
earth and heaven came close, and 
where I encountered the living pres-
ence of Christ. 

So it was not unexpected when 
laypeople in my home church encour-
aged me as a teen to consider formal 
ministry as a career. But I had my ex-
cuses. I was shy, introverted. I had 
plans to use my interests in science to 
work in the space program. And I 
hesitated because even as I had expe-
rienced the presence of Christ in 
church, I also had experienced con-
flict there that hampered the church’s 
forward movement. 

So I went to college to prepare for 
a great adventure exploring God’s 
universe. (I have space photos on my 

office wall—now accompanied by Bi-
ble verses.)  

Yet the church had given me a sol-
id foundation of faith, and in college I 
heard God call through the needs of 
people.  

The late 1960s and early 1970s 
were times of great change, and God 
called me to a different kind of adven-
ture. I always have been more excited 
about the future than the past. God 
put on my heart that the church 
needs to lead the way into a more 
Christ-like future.   

I changed my major to religion, 
then headed to seminary, still search-
ing for exactly how I would partici-
pate in the work of Christ. I consid-
ered options other than the pastorate, 
including teaching and counseling 
ministries.  

Thanks be to God for those who 
answer the call to those ministries.  

But God kept calling me back to 
pastoral ministry, and I came to hear 
that call clearly. 

God has given me a heart for the 
local church. Yes, there have been 
challenges, but God’s grace is suffi-
cient. And through serving as a pas-
tor, I again have been nurtured in the 
local church. The love, wisdom, pa-
tience, and faithfulness of many laity 
have brought me to this point in my 
ministry.  

But I know I have been called by 
God to help local churches make dis-
ciples. Whatever those churches may 
look like in the future, I believe it is 
through local faith communities that 
the disciples of Jesus Christ will en-
counter and transform the world. 

Did You Know?  Did you know that we sponsor  the American Red Cross blood dr ive five to six times each year?  At 

last month’s drive, there were 16 registered donors.  Of those 16, one of them was a first time donor, and there 15 units of 

blood collected.  Wow!  SFUMC has hosted the American Red Cross for many years.  We send a very 

special thank you to our current volunteers:  Ireland & Joyce Brock, Helen Elzo,  Glenda Guilfoyle, 

Louise Magruder, and Joan Dalvine.  They all do a fabulous job making sure there are snacks and 

drinks, assisting donors both before and after they share this life saving gift, and scheduling volunteers.  

If you are interested in helping-even as a fill-in when someone cannot make it, please contact Ka’Lu in 

the church office.   

Congratulations to David and 

Jennifer Brooks!  On April 18th, 

Jennifer gave birth to baby 

Remedy Ila-Marie, who joined 

this world at 5lbs and 0 ounces, 

and 18 inches long.  She joins 

big brother Murphy.  A baby 

shower is planned in the L.A.F. 

building on Saturday, May 9th 

at 2pm. They are registered at 

Target and Wal-Mart.  



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  .  
 

 

 

 

1 
12 noon: CHUMS 

Lunch 

 

 

2 

3 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 

5:00 Youth 
Group (movie 
with Owasso 
group) 

 

4 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

3:15:  Confirma-
tion 

 

5 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

6 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3pm FIX  
 
6 pm:  Chums to 
nursing Hone 
6:30: United 
Methodist Men  
 
 

7 
 
1:00  CHUMS 

 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6pm Level 2 
Yoga 
7pm Bible 
Study 

8 

 

9 

2:00: Jennifer 

Brooks’ Baby 

Shower—all la-

dies of the church 

invited 

10 
Graduation 
Recognition 
Sunday 

8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
 
No Youth—
Mother’s Day 

11 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

3:15:  Confirma-
tion Class 

12 
10:00: United 
Methodist Wom-
en to Pearl’s 
Hope 
 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

 

13 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3:00: FIX till Six 
6:00  Chums to 
nursing home 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 

 
1:00 CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

15 
8:30: CHUMS 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 
17 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
Confirmation 
Sunday 
3:00 Baccalau-
reate 
5:30 Youth 
Group 

18 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

 

19 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

 

20 
noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
6:00 Chums to 
nursing Home 
 
Last Day Skia-
took Schools 

21 
10:00 Prayer 
1:00 CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

Skiatook High 
School Gradua-
tion 

22 23 

 

24 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  wor- 
ship 
No  
Youth 

               31 
     Regular  
        Worship,  
      5th Sunday 
     Brunch—no  
   Sunday 
School 

25 
Memorial 
Day—office 
closed 

 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

26 
9:30:  UMW to 
Food Bank 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

 27 
noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
6:00 Chums to 
nursing Home 

28 
1:00 CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 

29 
 

30 

Oklahoma Annual Conference begins—St. Lukes and OCU—

Oklahoma City 

Women’s Walk to Emmaus    Thu-Sunday 
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1007 S. Osage 

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

Join us for 5th Sunday Brunch! 

We will have a potluck 
5th Sunday brunch on 
May 31st during the Sun-
day School hour.  (9:30 
am)  We hope that EVE-
RYONE will join us as 
we share a meal and fel-
lowship with those we 
may not see from other 
services, classes, etc.  We 
urge all Sunday School 
classes to join us and get 

to know one another!  Part of building com-
munity is interacting with those from other 
generations.  Our children need to see our 
senior adults.  Our seniors need to see our 
vibrant children’s program!  Let’s come to-
gether and enjoy a delicious meal together! 

Support Our Troops and Our Confirmands: 

The confirmation class has decided that    

they would like to collect supplies to be  

donated to our troops.  Items should be 
travel size, and will be shipped through 
the Blue Star Mothers.  
Currently, it costs 
$14.95 to ship each 
“Freedom Box,” so 
monetary donations 
are also acceptable.  
Checks can be made 
payable to Blue Star 
Mothers of America or 
to SFUMC.  All help is greatly appreciat-
ed!  A full list of items is available in our 
Missions area.  This supports our Con-
firmands and our troops! 


