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Pastoral Letter 

To receive this blessing, 

all you have to do 

is let your heart break. 

Let it crack open. 

Let it fall apart 

so that you can see 

its secret chambers, 

the hidden spaces 

where you have hesitated 

to go. 

Your entire life 

is here, inscribed whole 

upon your heart’s walls: 

every path taken 

or left behind, 

every face you turned toward 

or turned away, 

every word spoken in love 

or in rage, 

every line of your life 

you would prefer to leave 

in shadow, 

every story that shimmers 

with treasures known 

and those you have yet 

to find. 

It could take you days 

to wander these rooms. 

Forty, at least. 

And so let this be 

a season for wandering, 

for trusting the breaking, 

for tracing the rupture 

that will return you 

to the One who waits, 

who watches, 

who works within 

the rending 

to make your heart 

whole. 

—Jan Richardson  

 I read this blessing from Jan Richardson during our online Ash 
Wednesday service. It continues to speak to my heart during this season of 
Lent. As we follow our series of “Rend your hearts: claiming the promise,” 
these words guide me in doing the deep work Lent invites us to.  

 Maybe the idea of giving something up for Lent fills you with anxiety 
and fatigue. We’ve given up so much throughout the pandemic - normal 
rhythms of our lives, traditions we cherish, regular gatherings or interactions 
with friends and family.  

So I think this Lent, we approach the season a little differently. With all 
that’s been striped away, maybe we’re already in a place that the Holy Spirit 
can work on our hearts. That’s the aim of fasting and sacrificing something we 
enjoy anyway (be it chocolate or what have you.) 

In rending our hearts, breaking them open before God in order to return 
with sincerity to God, we allow God to search the deepest parts of us to see 
what needs to be cleared out so we can better reflect Christ. Is there bitterness 
festering in the corner of your heart? Is there pride that has taken root? Is there 
a behavior you need to give up? Or maybe there’s a spot you’ve been hesitant 
to invite God to heal.  

Let this Lent be an opportunity to allow God to search our hearts, be-
cause we know the Holy One is faithful to this promise: God is merciful and 
full of steadfast love. And God receives us and binds up our hearts when we 
return to God.  

Grace and peace, Pastor Sarah 



 

 

Even though the event has passed we 

want your child to be involved!  Please 

contact Miria if you were not able to be 

here.  We have more pets to be adopt-

ed.  We can make arrangements for 

porch drop off or church pick up.   

This is a fun way to encourage the chil-

dren to pray often and stay interested in 

reading the Bible! 

 

 

 

 

NEW ENROLLMENT SPECIAL!!! 

March, April or May of 2021 with no Registration Fee!!! 

Before and after school care 

on the days that Skiatook Public Schools are in session. 

6:00am until school starts and after school until 6:00pm 

 Miria Jones, Director 405-850-2253, 

asac@fumcskiatook.com 

 

After School Adventure Camp 

  M A R K   Y O U R   C A L E N D A R 

3rd grade Bible presentation & Promotion Sunday 

05/16/2021 



 

March 2020 
 

Skiatook FUMC Youth 

Spring? Is that you?! 

Here’s hoping we have seen the last of the snow for this winter! With 

warmer weather on the horizon, Youth will continue meeting for 

drive-in movie nights on Wednesdays in place of our regular youth 

nights. We are meeting  at 6:30 so it will be plenty dark enough out-

side to see. Movie snacks and soda will be provided. Parents, don’t 

forget Pastor Sarah’s book study on Wednesday nights. The book she 

is looking at is “I’m Still Here” by Austin Channing Brown.  

Fix is still meeting outside on Wednesdays from 3:00-4:30. Weather 

conditions must be temperatures above 50 and no rain.  

As always, if school is cancelled for your student due to weather or 

the virus, corresponding youth and Fix activities will also be suspend-

ed. Unfortunately, this means schedules are sometimes changed at 

the last minute. Thank you for your understanding and patience! 

MARCH CALENDAR 

Spring Break……………15-19 

STUFF TO KNOW 

• Drive-in youth on Wednes-
day night from 6:30-8:00! 

• FIX on Wednesday rom 
3:00-4:30 

• Questions? Call Meg at 
(918)906-0414. Texting is 
even better!  



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Debbie Bennett for 
changing the church 
sign during February 

 Larry Brooks for scraping the 
parking lot after the snowstorm 

 Jon Underwood for salting and 
shoveling the entryways of both 
buildings after the snowstorm 

Gifts were Given... 

 To the LAF Building 
Debt Relief by Glenn & 
Mary Nelson 

This section is a THANK 
YOU in recognition of gifts given 
with specific requests to areas out-
side of general budget offerings. It in 
no way is meant to dimmish other 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

On the first Tuesday of every 
other month, we host a Red 
Cross Blood Drive. Our January 
drive saw 19 registered donors. 
None were deferred, and 19 
units of blood were collected. 
There were also two new regis-
tered donors. Wow! What a 
great milestone!  
 

With the ongoing pandemic, All 
blood donations are currently 
being tested for COVID-19 anti-
bodies. Donations 
may now help cur-
rent coronavirus 
patients battling the 
virus. Please 
schedule today! 
 

~APPOINTMENT ONLY~  

To schedule your appointment with 

the American Red Cross, please  vis-

it RedCrossBlood.org and enter: ski-

atookumc or call 1-800-RED 

CROSS (1-800-733-2767)  

March 2, 2021 

1:00 pm — 6:00 pm 

Room 103, Church Building 

GREEN TEAM 

You wouldn’t know it 

based on the weather, 

but the time for mowing 

is drawing near. Tom 

Weathers has been gra-

cious enough to head 

things up again this year 

for our “Green Team,” but there is no 

way he can do it all alone. As always, 

our goal is a minimum of four teams of 

two to take care of mowing and weed-

eating the church grounds each week. If 

you would like to help, but don’t have a 

mower that is easily transported here, 

that won’t be a problem. The church has 

a mower that stays on-site.  

If you don’t mow or weed-eat, maybe 

working a flower bed is where your tal-

ents lie. We need someone or a team to 

upkeep the flowerbeds around the 

church, also.  

Please contact the church office if you 

are able and 

available to have 

your name add-

ed to our 2021 

Green Team.   

Condolences! 

Our heartfelt condo-

lences go out to Melis-

sa Reamy and Nita 

Whitney and their families, following the 

loss of loved ones.  

Melissa lost her mom, and Nita lost her 

sister, Martha King. We give thanks for 

the memories they were able to make, and 

ask for peace, comfort, and strength as 

they mourn. Please continue to lift these 

families in prayer.  

Addresses for condolences can be obtained 

through the church office.  

Worship on DVD 

Did you know that 
worship service is 
videoed each week?  
It is transferred to a 
DVD and delivered 
to the office.   
Vernon Fuller gra-
ciously records each week, and he 
makes at least 2 copies available for 
anyone to take.   If you would prefer 
to watch worship service on a DVD 
instead of Facebook, or maybe you 
would like a copy to share with oth-

ers, please call the church office to 

arrange pickup, drop-off, or mailing. 

There is no charge.  

Missed a particular service? Vern 

can produce a DVD for most ser-

vices from the last few years. We are 

so grateful for his generosity in 

wanting to ensure that others can 

hear God’s Word.  

Annual  Team Thanks  

     These are trying times in our world. A 

global pandemic, ugly politics that can 

divide friends and family, job loss, uncer-

tainty, the loss of those we love. But God.    

     In the  midst of all the hurt, pain, an-

ger, and ugliness, it can be difficult to 

remember that no matter what is going on 

around me, I can still cling to Him. He 

will never leave me nor forsake me. And I 

know He does the same for you. But God.  

     When I allow the little things to be-

come the big things and get me off 

course, I cry out and ask for His covering, 

His love, His protection. But God.  

     I cry out and I give thanks for all that 

He does in my life-waking me every 

morning; loving me; keeping my family 

safe; planting new life in my family 

through marriage and birth; giving me a 

job to come to each day; the ability to pay 

bills; a praying family, and a church fami-

ly that loves and serves a Living God. 

Because of Him, I am blessed beyond 

measure. I am given the grace and mercy 

that I neither earn nor merit. But God.  

     He fulfills all His promises to me and 

even more. These are the things I try to 

remember when I do my best to rend my 

heart to Him. And when I fail to do and 

be my best, I pray for another chance. I 

am blessed with it, because He loves me. 

Life can be challenging, but God handles 

it. #RendYourHearts #LiveLent ~ Ka’Lu 



 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

2 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

3 
 

11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 

 

6:30-8:00 Youth    

Drive-in 

6:30: Book Study 
w/Pastor Sarah 

4 
 
 
 
4:30: Chair yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

5 
10:00:  Yoga 

6 

7 
10:30: Worship  

 

 

8 
 11:00: Yoga 

 
 

 

 

 

9 
 
 
 
6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

10 
 
6:30-8:00 Youth    

Drive-in 

6:30: Book Study 
w/Pastor Sarah 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30: Chair yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

12 
10:00:  Yoga 

 
 

13 

14 
 
10:30: Worship  
 
 

15 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 
 

 

 

 

16 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

17 
11:00: Yoga  

18 
 
 
 
4:30: Chair yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
 

19 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 
10:30: Worship 
 
 
 

22 

11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

24 
 

11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 

 

 

6:30-8:00 Youth    

Drive-in 

6:30: Book Study 
w/Pastor Sarah 

25 
 
 
 
4:30: Chair yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

26 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 
10:30: Worship 

 
 

 

 

29 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

 

30 
 
 
 

 

6:00: Grief Sup-
port 

31 
 

11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 

6:30-8:00 Youth    

Drive-in 

6:30: Book Study 
w/Pastor Sarah 

 

April 1 
 
 
 
4:30: Chair yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

 

 

April 2 
 
10:00:  Yoga 

 

April 3 
 

ASAC ————————————> CLOSED 



 First United Methodist Church 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 PLEASE RECYCLE! 

*In with the New Year 

Our Leadership 

team and Finance 

committee  met to 

discuss the 2021 

church budget and have passed a work-

ing budget. We are grateful for everyone 

who supports the church by contributing 

financially, praying, and serving.  

No sugarcoating necessary,  our 2021 

budget is tight. We worked hard to main-

tain both our program budgets and to 

dream of some new ideas for the new 

year. Because of a generous year end 

gift, and carryover from our PPP loan last 

year, we were able to start with a reserve 

balance, which allowed us to maintain our 

program budgets and support day to day 

ministry and operations. We are looking 

into options to reduce our LAF debt pay-

ment to free up funds for ministry and are 

considering several options at this time.  

All the committee members are working 

hard to ensure that the church is able to 

accomplish its goals within the available 

resources.  We understand it’s an unprec-

edented period and ask for your continued 

and generous support.  

Throughout this process, May the 

Lord  guide our steps, lead our church, 

and give us his peace.  

*This article originally appeared in the February edition. 


