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Being Invitational in Skiatook 

“One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of 
God!” 16 Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. 17 At the time for the dinner 

he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ Luke 14: 15-17   
 

Throughout the Bible, we see many instances of people being invited by others to participate in a meal, or an 
event, or some occasion in some way.    The above passage of scripture is part of a parable that Jesus is telling 
about a wedding banquet.  When the master invited many guests, some of them did not show up and gave excus-
es.  Then the master opened the invitation to others who did come and eat the meal at the wedding banquet.  We 
see Jesus invite Zacchaeus to come out of the tree, and come to dinner with him.  We see Jesus himself being 
invited to dinner at the home of Levi the tax collector.  The beginning of the church in Acts was begun with peo-
ple sharing a meal around a table, and then inviting others.  Even the beginning words of our communion liturgy 
begin with “Christ invites to the table all who love him……”  Our most basic understanding of Christianity is 
that God, through Jesus Christ, invites a relationship with us, and we in turn share that love with others, by invit-
ing them into the community of God. 
 
In The Inviting Church by Roy Oswald, he writes that statistics show some interesting things about how guests 
come to church.   

• 2% by Advertisement 

• 6% by the Pastoral Invitation 

• 6% by organized evangelism campaign 

• 86% by friends or relatives 
 
Note the difference in those numbers!  Yes, people will sometimes walk in off the street as a guest—more often 
than not if they have recently moved and are looking for a new church home, or if a life crisis event has helped 
them to make a decision to go to church.  But more often than not, why do guests show up on Sundays?  Be-
cause someone invited them! 86% of folks who visit a new church are there because someone they know invited 
them!  Here’s an even more interesting statistic: 
Only 2% of church people invite an unchurched person (Thom Ranier, 2003). 
In other words, we need to do a better job of inviting our friends and families to church!  I am not talking about 
going around knocking on strangers’ doors, (though you certainly may). Rather, do our most immediate friends, 
coworkers, neighbors, and even family members understand that they are welcome at church, and that you 
would love to see them there? And if they don’t, why not?  Who is the last person you invited? 
 
Research also shows that Christmas and Easter are two of the most attended days in church, and also the easiest 
days for someone new to come by and be a guest.  Often, these Sundays bring back childhood memories, or 
family members that involve nostalgia and longing.  People are longing and wanting to be part of a caring com-
munity, to be part of something that matters. 
 
Who can you invite to attend Easter services with you?  There may be someone just waiting for an invitation to 
join you.  Would you pray with me that God will direct you as to who would love to hear an invitation from 
you?                 

Blessings,     

Pastor Susan 



 



 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Alee Fifer and Joan 
Dalvine for cleaning 
the nursery, includ-
ing all the toys  

 Tom Weathers for weeding the 
flower beds and doing various odd 
jobs throughout the church build-
ing.   

 Mark Hunt and Boy Scout Troop 
250 for making themselves availa-
ble to do special projects 
around the church.  

 Joan Dalvine & Francine 
Hayes for helping the FIX kids 
bake and deliver 6 dozen cookies 

 Vernon Fuller for taking care of 
the unglamorous task of fixing our 
toilets. 

It’s Official! 

With great joy, we wish a hearty 
congratulations to Chief Master 
Sergeant-Select Clinton Healey! 
While he was notified of the pro-
motion in December, Clint’s 
Chief Induction Ceremony was 
held on February 27th at McGuire 
Air Force Base in New Jersey. 
Clint and his beautiful wife Sher-
ry are parents to Makenzie and 
Katie, and they are an active duty 
Air Force family who joined Ski-
atook FUMC before being de-
ployed in 2013.  

 

Since then, they’ve been stationed 
in several places along the East 
coast, but they still call Skiatook 
home. Please keep the Healeys 
and all military families in your 
prayers as they serve our country. 

Gifts are given... 
 In Loving 

Memory of Clint 
Atwell to the 
LAF Building 
Fund by Johnny 
& Nita Whitney 

United Methodist Foundation 

On Sunday, March 11th, Justin 

Tockey, a United Methodist Founda-

tion representative, will visit Skiatook 

FUMC at 11:45am, to give the con-

gregation some insight on the work 

and goals of the foundation, explain-

ing the benefits and growth of our 

endowments, assets, and steward-

ship. He will lead us in discovering 

how the foundation can assist 

SFUMC in “managing funds and as-

sets to strengthen and support the 

important work” of our local church 

for the Kingdom of God.  Finance, 

Trustees, Ad Council are specifically 

invited to attend, but ALL members 

of the congregation are welcome.  A  

light lunch will be served. 

Join us on 
Wednesdays 
through Lent for 
our Wednesday 
Connection, 
when we will 
connect with 

God, while connecting with oth-
ers. We begin with dinner at 
6pm in the LAF building, fol-
lowed by  activities for all ages: 
a Lenten study, youth Bible 
study, and children’s lesson & 
play time. All are invited! 

Searching for a Green Team 

Each year we put out 

a call for  “green 

teams.” These are 

people who take re-

sponsibility to mow 

and weed eat the 

church grounds each week.  

     If you have lawn equipment, and 

don’t mind making this commitment, 

please contact Ka’Lu in the church 

office. The perfect results would see 

enough people working together that 

each group would only have to take 

one week each month. This allows us 

to not have to hire a lawn company 

to keep our grounds looking nice. 

Please be in prayer about whether 

this is a way that you are able to 

help.  

United Methodist Women 

The UMW will meet at 10:00 on Mar 13th 
for their annual 
Pledge Service.  

Irish soda bread 

will be served to 

celebrate St. Patrick driving the snakes out 

of Ireland.     All ladies of the church 

are invited.  

United Methodist Men 

The United Methodist Men are grateful for 

all who were able to make it to the fish fry 

held on March 2nd. Net 

proceeds go to benefit 

UMM missions 

throughout the year. All 

men of the church are welcome to join in 

their monthly meetings on the second 

Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm in 

the LAF building. The March meeting will 

be held on March 14th.  

Easter Lilies — Each 

year, we make Easter lilies 

available for purchase. We 

ask you to buy these “In 

Honor of” or “In Memory 

of” a loved one. They are brought out on 

Palm Sunday, and used to decorate the 

sanctuary through Easter Sunday. If you 

would like to purchase and help decorate 

the sanctuary, please place payment of $10 

and your dedication in the offering plate. 

Thank you!  



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

   1 
 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
7:00: Bible 
Study  

2 10:30: Prayer 
Group 
10:00:  Yoga 

11:30:  Stretching 
 

6:30: UMM Fish 
Fry 

6:30-8:30– Pasto-
ral Care Lay 
Training  

3 

8:30-4: Pastoral 

Care Lay Train-

ing —Asbury 

UMC 

4 
 
8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
 
 
 
  
 
 

5 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

 

6 
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

7 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 
 

3-4:30: FIX  

6 pm:  Youth  

6-8 pm:  
Wednesday Con-
nection  (Dinner 
and study) 

8 
10:30: CHUMS 
to Lunch 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
7:00: Bible 
Study  

 

9 
10:00:  Yoga 

10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30: Stretching 
 
 
 

10 

Daylight savings 

time tonight   

 

11 
8:30: Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
 

11:45: UM 
Foundation 
Conversation 

4:00-7:00: Kids 
Night Out 

12 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

6:30: VIM Mis-
sions mtg. 

13 
 
10:00: UMW 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

14 
 
11am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 

3-4:30: FIX  

6:00: Youth 

6-8 pm: Wednes-
day Connection 

(Dinner and 
study) 

15 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
7:00: Bible 
Study  

16 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30:  Stretching 
 
 

17 

 

 

18 
8:30 Worship 

9:30: Sunday 
School  

10:30 Worship 

 

19 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

20 
 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7 pm:  Boy Scouts 

 

21 
11/12:30am:  
level 1 yoga/
stretching  

6 pm:  Wednes-
day Connection 
6 pm:  Youth  

22 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
7:00: Bible 
Study  

23 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30:  Stretching 

24 
 

25 
Palm 
Sunday 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30: Worship 

  

 

26 

11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

 

12:30: Stretching 
 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

27 
 

 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7 pm:  Boy Scouts 

28 
11 am: Level 1 
yoga 
 
12:30: Stretching 

3-4:30: FIX  

6 pm:  Youth 

 

29 
 
 
 
 
7:00: Maundy 
Thursday Wor-
ship  

 30 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30Prayer 
Group 
11:30:  Stretching 
 
7:00: Good Friday 
Worship 
 
 
 

31 

Community 

Easter Egg 

Hunt @ Central 

Park 

 —  -  —  -  —  -  —  S P R I N G  B R E A K  —  A S A C  C L O S E D —  -  —  -  —  -  —  

N O  S C H O O L  -

A S A C  C L O S E D  

 —  -  —  -  —  -  —  H O L Y  W E E K —  -  —  -  —  -  —  



 Skiatook First United Methodist Church 

1007 S. Osage 

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

 

Holy Week is always a special time in the life of the 
Skiatook church.   Holy Week is a special time of 
reflection, prayer, and worship leading up to the joy 
of Easter Sunday.    We believe that the joy of Easter 
is richer for having faced the pain of  the journey of 
Holy Week.  Lent began on Ash Wednesday back in 
February. We hope you will continue this Lenten 
journey with us. 

Sunday, March 25th:  Palm Sunday—We will enter 
with the traditional waving of the Palm branches. 

Thursday, March 29th:  Our Maundy Thursday ser-
vice will begin at 7 pm in the sanctuary.  We will 
then break up into 5 groups, and rotate through guid-
ed prayer stations that reflect the various “spiritual 
rehab” themes that we have been thinking about dur-

ing Lent.  We then return to the sanctuary together 
for communion. Children will have their own prayer 
stations in the LAF Building. 

Friday, March 30th:  We will have a Good Friday 
service of Tenebrae (service of light to darkness) at 7 
pm in the Sanctuary.  This sobering service reminds 
us of the loving sacrifice of Jesus. We will have spe-
cial music, liturgy and responsive activity. 

Easter Sunday, April 1st:    Our 8:30 service will be 
our service of Darkness-to-Light  as we experience 
the unexpected joy of the Resurrection.  Join us for a 
truly unique experience! 

9:30:  We will have Easter Brunch in the LAF Build-
ing, with an Easter Egg hunt for the children immedi-
ately after the 2nd service. 

10:30:  Join us for a traditional Easter celebration 
with  music, flowers and a message of Resurrection! 
We will also have our children process in with the 
lilies to decorate the church. 

Holy Week is a powerful time in the life of the 
church as it leads up to the joy of Easer.  Don’t miss 
it! 


