
 

           Skiatook First United Methodist Church 

 

Methodist 

Messenger 
Making Disciples  of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of the world! 

1007 S. Osage  

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook OK 74070 

www.fumcskiatook.com 

Email:  office@fumcskiatook.com 

918-396-2519 

Fax:  918-396-7973 

March 2016 

Gifts of the Dark Wood in Skiatook 
 

“But you O Lord, do not be far away!  O my help, come quickly to my aid!  Deliver my soul from 

the sword, my life from the power of the dog!  Save me from the mouth of the lion!....Dominion be-

longs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations.  Psalm 22: 19-21, 28.  (NRSV) 

 
The medieval Italian poet Dante, in his writing The Divine Comedy,  the term “dark wood” was a place in his life 

where the true way was wholly lost.  Dante considered the dark wood a place to be feared, a place to avoid, a 

place of confusion, emptiness and stumbling.  According to Dante, it is the entrance to eternal chaos and everlast-

ing torment.  It is to be avoided, and exited as quickly as possible. 

 

Ancient and modern Christians both understand the idea of the “dark wood”—this place of struggle, is not neces-

sarily a place to be feared.  This place of struggle  can be a way of drawing closer to God, and even a new under-

standing or revelation about how God works in your life.  If embraced rather than avoided, the “dark wood” can 

be a place where we meet God!  In the dark wood, we can discover who we are and what our life is about, if we 

will learn to trust God, and take time to reflect on these struggles.  We are called to learn about ourselves through 

our struggles, and to become more dependent upon God. 

 

The Lenten Season leading up to Easter is a time for us to reflect and examine our lives, our Christian disciple-

ship, our struggles, and our weaknesses.  Lent is a time to take the mask off, and look into our souls to determine 

where we can grow with Christ, as we confront our own reality. 

 

Join us during Lent for our sermon series “The Gifts of the Dark Wood.”  Sermons will include: 

2/14—The Gift of Presence 

2/21—The Gift of Uncertainty 

2/28—The Gift of Emptiness 

3/6—The Gift of Getting Lost 

3/13—The Gift of Temptation 

3/20—The Gift of Misfits 

 

Please check out the back page of the newsletter for the schedule of services during Holy Week, and the different 

Easter services we provide.   Take a moment, and embrace your own journey through the Dark Wood as we move 

towards the Day of Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Susan 

 

 
 



 
March Children’s News 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

4 years old to 4th grade 

9:30 am (LAF building or next to nursery) 

CHILDRENS CHURCH 

*******The Children will sing during  

COMMUNION  on EASTER SUNDAY!******* 

EASTER 
Please help us fill the Easter Eggs! 

See the green tub near the information desk for donations.  

We will hunt eggs after the 9:30 Brunch on Easter morning! 

 

KIDS MOVIE NIGHT!!! 

03/19/2016 

6:30—8:30 

PIZZA, POPCORN & POP 

 

After School Adventures Camp (ASAC) needs you! 

We need volunteers.   

If you would like to volunteer on a regular basis or just once in a while please let Miria know.   



 

Follow us on Instagram 

March 13, 2016 

In Case You Missed It 

Feb 7 - Super Bowl Sunday 

Feb 14 - The Power of  Giving 

Feb 21 - Leadership Accountability 

Concerts, bowling, movies, piz-

za, worship and more! 

July    

10-16  

Rayville, LA 

U.M.    ARMY 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 
     Thanks to: 

 Beverly Dollar and 
Robin Edens, for 
providing the mu-
sic for the funerals 
in the past few 
weeks. 

 The Halford family and the 
Langenburg family, for being 
greeters during January and 
February. 

 Those who have provided lunch 
for the youth, and snacks for 
FIX. 

 Mona Keeline for driving for 
FIX till Six. 

Seeking Help… 

The church is in need of assistance run-

ning the program on 

Sundays mornings 

for both services.  

Vern Fuller has taken 

care of the early ser-

vice for almost 10 

years!  He does it without complaint, and 

he is always available.  If ever there was a 

time to step in and help, this would be it.  

Also, Ka’Lu will be having shoulder sur-

gery in the next month or so.  While it is a 

minor procedure, she will be out of com-

mission for a bit.  A perfect scenario is to 

have a couple people to help rotate or fill 

in as needed for either service.  If you can 

help or would like more information be-

fore you commit, please visit with Pastor 

Susan, Vern Fuller, or call Ka’Lu at the 

church office.  918-396-2519 

Missional Area Team Mission 

Trip to Sager-Brown 

Our group of seven UMC church-

es has a mission trip planned for 

this fall!  Our group will be partici-

pating in a mission over the week 

of August 28-Sept. 2, 2016.  We 

will be going to the Sager-Brown 

Depot in Baldwin Louisiana 

(outside New Orleans).  This is the 

headquarters of UMCOR (United 

Methodist Committee on Relief) 

where disaster kits, school kits, 

infant supplies, etc. are shipped  

all over the world to help people in 

need. 

The estimated cost is $340.00, 

payable over 3 payments.  The 

only catch——this is fairly last 

minute—- an application and an 

initial $25.00 (non-refundable) 

payment is due by Friday, March 

4!  Rev. Brian Mangan, of Mead-

owcreek Collinsville will be leading 

the trip.  There is room for 30 par-

ticipants.  This is a mission that is 

open to people of all ages (12-18 

must have a parent), and ALL skill 

levels.  There is more information 

and an application on the church 

info table.   If you have any ques-

tions, ask Pastor Susan! 

Gifts are given... 

 In Memory of 
Mary Lea Emery by 
the CHUMS 

 In Memory of 
James Butch Jones by Marilyn Stew-
art 

 To the General Endowment Tree of 
Life by the Bobby Partain Family. 

 In memory of Bob Partain, by Rev. 
Susan Whitley 

Welcome to Tom and Francine 
Hayes, who joined the church 
on February 7th.  They attend 
the early service, and they 
joined by Re-affirming their 
faith in Christ.  Please welcome 
them as you see them around! 

Condolences... 

   Our love and 

condolences go out 

to Dr. & Mrs. 

Crain and their 

extended family.  

Their son Roby 

lost both his father

-in-law and his step-son.  Please 

lift them up in prayer as they 

mourn.   

 

    Our love and condolences go out 

to Billie Emery on the loss of his 

daughter, Mary Lea Emery.  Please 

be in prayer for him as he grieves. 

It’s a Girl! 

Congratula-

tions to Sam & 

Alee Fifer on 

their beautiful 

baby girl!  Vio-

let Sage was 

born on February 3rd,  weighing 7 

pounds, 14 ounces, and measur-

ing 21 and 1/8 inches long .  

Grandma Debbie Bennet  is over 

the moon on this newest addition 

to their family.  

With Gratitude: 
 We want to thank the church 
for all the prayers and 
thoughts for our family and 

Bob over the last few months.  

We are grateful for you all.  

 Susie Partain & Family  

 

 

 

Thank you to our church fami-

ly for your cards, your calls, 
your food, and most of all, 

your well wishes and prayers.  
We appreciate all the love you 

have shown.   

     Love, Vern & Barb Fuller 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Feb. 29 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

 
 

1 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

2 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
3:00 FIX  
5:30:  Handbells 
 
6:30—Namesake 
Bible Study #5 

3 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

4 

Registration due 

for VIM Mission 

Trip to Sager 

Brown in LA 

5 

6 
8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  

12-2:00: Youth 

7 

 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

 

 

8 
10:00:  United 
Methodist Wom-
en 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

 
 

9 noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3:00 FIX  
 

5:30 Handbells 

6:30: United 
Methodist Men 

6:30—Namesake 
Bible Study #6 

10 

1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
 
6pm Level 2 
Yoga 
7pm Bible 
Study 

 

11 
No School—

ASAC Closed 

12 

 

13 

8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
11:45  Trustees 

 

Youth to Winter 
Jam Tulsa, $10 

14 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

 

15 
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

16 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 
 
 
 
 

17 

 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 
 

18 
8:30: CHUMS 

Breakfast 

 

19 

6:30  (LAF) 

Kids Movie 

Night 

20 
Palm 

Sunday 
8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30 Worship 
 
12-2:00: Youth 

21 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

 

 

22 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

23 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
3:00 FIX  
 
5:30:  Handbells 
 
 

24 
 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
 
6:30 pm:  
Maundy Thurs-
day Service  
 
 
 
 

25 
 

 

6:30pm:  Good 

Friday Worship 

26 

27  
Easter 

8:30: Darkness 
to Light Wor-
ship 
9:30: Brunch & 
Easter Egg Hunt  
10:30  Resur-
rection Worship 

 

 28 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

29 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

30 
 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
3:00 FIX  
 
 
 

31 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

April 1 
11:30 CHUMS 
Lunch 

2 

S P R I N G  B R E A K — A S A C  C L O S E D  



 Skiatook First United Methodist Church 

1007 S. Osage 

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week is always a special time in the life of the 
Skiatook church.   Holy Week is a special time of 
reflection, prayer, and worship leading up to the joy 
of Easter Sunday.    We believe that the joy of Easter 
is richer for having faced the pain of  the journey of 
Holy Week.  Please plan on joining us for our spe-
cial services this week. 

Sunday, March 20:  Palm Sunday—We will enter 
with the traditional waving of the Palm branches. 

Thursday, March 24:  We will celebrate Maundy 
Thursday , March 24 as we remember that final sup-
per Jesus has with the disciples. There will be read-
ings and prayers, as we  try to capture the mood of 

Jesus’ final meal with his disciples, and will end 
with the sharing of Holy Communion. Please join us 
for a special evening. 

Friday, March 25:  We will have a Good Friday 
service of Tennebrae (service of light to darkness) 
service at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  This sobering 
service reminds us of the loving sacrifice of Jesus. 

Easter Sunday, March 27:    Our 8:30 service will 
be our service of Darkness-to-Light  as we experi-
ence the unexpected joy of the Resurrection.  Join us 
for a truly unique experience! 

9:30:  We will have Easter Brunch in the LAF 
Building, with an Easter Egg hunt for the children 
immediately after eating, before the 2nd service. 

10:30:  Join us for a traditional Easter celebration 
with bells, music, flowers and a message of Resur-
rection! 

Holy Week is a powerful time in the life of the 
church as it leads up to the joy of Easer.  Don’t miss 
it! 

«FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME» 

«ADDRESS» 

«CITY» «STATE» «ZIP» 


