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Change in Skiatook 

 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die, 

a time to plant and a time to uproot……”           Ecclesiastes 3: 1-2  (NIV) 
 

These verses from Ecclesiastes are part of a longer passage reminding us that life changes around us.  Seasonal changes 

occur in the natural world, and personal life changes are an inevitable part of being alive.  Just as the seasons change, our 

culture and our communities also change around us.  Christianity, or the church at large, can choose to address these chang-

es, or we can choose to ignore them and go on about our business as usual. 

 

You may have heard the saying “No one likes change except a wet baby.”  To a degree, that is true.  Change makes us un-

comfortable, uneasy, unsettled, anxious, apprehensive, and even slow to move.  Even those of us who say we like change 

must admit there is a certain level of uncertainty with change.  But we must recognize that sometimes change is sorely 

needed.  Doing life in a changing world is difficult if we stick our head in the sand and refuse to acknowledge that things 

are different. 

 

Organizations are like people on a grander scale.  Change can be tough, because organizations are made up of people that 

all deal with change in different ways, at different speeds.   But just like people, an organization that sticks it head in the 

sand and refuses to change can have trouble getting along in a world that is constantly changing.  Churches are a perfect 

example of organizations and how they deal with change.  How a local church can impact a community is dependent upon 

how a church deals with change.   

Three choices every church can make are:   

 They can continue doing the same things. 

 They can try to do the same things better. 

 They can choose to do new things. 

We have had several positive changes here in the last year or two.  Our new video equipment is up and working well and 

adds so much to worship!   Attendance is up, and our finances are stronger than they have been in several years.  We have a 

part-time Children’s Director, and our first Confirmation Class in a few years.  Our missions are still going strong, and we 

have gotten strong community support to help with them. Several people have already expressed interest for the next set of 

Emmaus week-ends.  Our church has been moved into a new district, and we are re-thinking ministry as we figure out how 

to  work with neighboring UM churches as part of a cluster.  Two classrooms  have been  completely updated.  These are 

all very exciting things happening. 

 

Yet there is still work to be done.  Our facilities need continual updating and improving.  Our children’s programming and 

other adult discipleship efforts need depth and willing volunteers. Our financial giving needs to remain strong so we can 

meet our missional obligations and make a difference in our community.  Our welcome and hospitality efforts need to be re

-visited.  In other words, are we attracting guests, and then helping them become disciples of Christ?  Because that should 

be the focus of all of our efforts, especially as these efforts relate to change.  We make changes , not to suit our own pur-

poses, but in an effort to meet the needs of people living in a changing world who may come to us, looking to be introduced 

to Jesus.  As Christians, we must remember it is not always about us.  It is about opening our doors, our hearts and our 

minds to those who need us the most.  In the coming weeks and months, will you pray with me, as we look to God for guid-

ance and direction for our church, and how we make the decisions we make  to meet the needs of our community. 

 

 Blessings, 

Pastor Susan 



 
June Children’s News 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

 

  Pool Lunch Mission 
Thursdays in June & July 

10:30 for prep 
11:30 for delivery 
Monetary dona-
tions are wel-
come!  Come and 
join us in this local mission! 

Sunday School—each week at 9:30 

 This month we will be learning about the Lords 
Prayer thru storytelling, art , music and games. 
 

Please contact Miria 

Jones if you are able to 

help!  Thank you to Deb-

bie Bennett for always 

being willing to stand in. 

405-850-2253—Cell (anytime)  

918-396-2519—Church 

children@fumcskiatook.com 

Feedback  of the Children’s Program is welcome 

and appreciated. 

Acolyte Calendar: 

6/7 Lexi / Layla 

6/14 Gabe / Will 

6/21 Tyler / Will 

6/28 Oki / Mallory 

Acolyte training  is available to anyone 3rd grade 
through youth.  Please let  Miria know if you have  a 
child who is interested.  

 

Summer Church Camp Opportuni-
ties 

* Sonshine Camp (grades 1,2)  
July 11-12  (Must have one adult 
for every 1-5 campers).  This camp 
is 2 days/1 night to get children used to the camp 
experience. 

*Growin’ in Grace Camp (Kids entering 3rd, 4th, or 
5th grade in the fall (with Pastor Susan)   June 15, 
16 & 17         

*Tweens Camp— 6th graders.  (June 15-19) 

Register online at www.okcamps.org      Scholar-
ships are available to help with camp costs. 

Congratulations, 3rd graders! 

These 3rd graders received their very own 

Bibles to read. 

Saige Duty 
Zach Hale 
Brandon Hite 
Kaitlin Wilkerson 

Cole Younger 

 * Please encourage your children to bring 

a Bible—any Bible.  We are using them in 

Sunday School more and more. * 

Congratulations to these five young 

people who were recently con-

firmed! 

Will Jones, Mallory Bertwell, Mary 

Rosser, Layla Haley, and Abbey Younger!  They are the 

newest members of our church through their confir-

mation and Professions of Faith! 

 

 

In God we live, move, and exist. ~ Acts 17:28a, CEB 

 Mark your calendars now  for this exciting  VBS!  

July 19th –23rd 
Please contact Miria to volunteer!  We need everyone.  If you 

want to work before, after or during we have a spot for you.  

Let me know what you WANT to do! 

 



 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Pool Lunch Mission  

 The past few summers we have 
joined with four other area churches 
to  go to our local swimming pool and 
provide lunch to children and families 
that might need a meal.   

Beginning Thursday, June 4
th
, and 

every Thursday through the last 
Thursday in July, we will pack 50 sack 
lunches to be distributed.  Many chil-
dren are dropped off each day to 
swim with little to no money for 
snacks.  Some simply find their own 
way to the pool every day.  Our first 
summer, we were told that we didn’t 
need to show up on rainy days.  Last 
summer, we learned that some chil-
dren show up on rainy days just for 
the meal.   

This year, the daily cost for swimming 
has increased, and concessions will 
only be sold from a vending machine.  
This small bit of nourishment is proba-
bly the most filling meal some will 
have.   

If you are able to help in any way-
making sandwiches, packing bags, 
donating, please sign up on the chil-
dren’s bulletin board.  We ask that 
you sign up, so that there are enough 
hands on deck each week.  Thank 
you to those who have already offered 
their time and energy! 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 The United 
Methodist 
Women for 
deep clean-
ing the sanc-
tuary.  They 
wiped and 
polished pews, vacuumed 
cushions, etc.  

 Miria Jones for volunteering 
to be in charge of the  sum-
mer pool lunch mission. 

 Joanna Darrow, Tracy Rosser 
and Mallory Bertwell for 
sharing their thoughts on 
Camp Sunday. 

 Joe & Gloria Hale for provid-
ing hotdogs and buns on 
Camp Sunday 

Did You Know?  There are so many opportunities to vol-

unteer in our church.  We welcome you to share your 

time and talents.  Whether you enjoy interacting with oth-

ers or spending time alone, there is a place for you!  Not 

sure what where your talents lie?  Please visit with Pastor Susan to help you find 

your place.  Whether driving youth, cleaning the buildings, teaching Sunday, lead-

ing a group during Vacation Bible School, or filling in during the blood drive -it 

takes all of us working together! 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, June 11th, 2 :00—6:30pm  

L.A.F. Building 

   Finance News 

 Thanks to your 
generous pledges 

and giving, we are doing better fi-
nancially as a church than we have 
in recent years.  Thank you for your 
faithfulness and generosity. 

However, our church’s financial obli-
gations continue during the sum-
mer, even when people are often 
gone on vacation or spending time 
with family. In church circles, this is 
called the “summer slump”.  

 If you know you are going to be 
gone, please consider dropping your 
offering by the church office, or 
mailing a check into our PO Box.  
Your continued faithfulness will help 
us support our missions, pay our 
bills, and even meet our payroll!  It 
will also help avoid that “summer 
slump”.   Thanks! 

 Farewell to Dr. George Warren 

Last month’s 
newsletter 
featured an 
introduction 
to our new 
District Su-
perintendent 
Rev. Dan Peil.  
This month 
we say goodbye to our current 
District Superintendent Dr. 
George Warren.     

George’s retirement is effective 
this month.  He has been a 
faithful servant for the 
Bartlesville District for the past 
six years.  We thank him for his 
service to our Conference, the 
Bartlesville District, and to our 
own church here in Skiatook.  
We wish him and his wife Rosi-
lyn well in their retirement in 
the Tahlequah area.  Hopefully, 
we will still see him at worship 
occasionally and around the 
Conference.   

Feel free to send well wishes to 
the following address. 

   George & Rosilyn Warren 

   2523 Pine Hurst Drive 

   Kansas, OK 74347  

   gtwarren@clergy.okumc.org  

mailto:gtwarren@clergy.okumc.org


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

2 3 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6 pm:  Chums to 
nursing Hone 

4Pool Lunch 
Mission  

1:00 CHUMS 

4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

5 
12 noon: CHUMS 

Lunch 

Youth:  Manna 
Meals and POPS 
Road Trip 

6 

7 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 

 

 

8 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

9 
 
10:00: United 
Methodist Wom-
en 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
6-7:30  Youth at 
Taco Bueno 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

10 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
 
6 pm:  Chums to 
nursing Hone 
6:30: United 
Methodist Men  
 
 
 

11Pool Lunch 
Mission  
1:00  CHUMS 

1:30  Blood 
Drive LAF bldg. 

4:30Chair Yoga 
6pm Level 2 
Yoga 
7pm Bible 
Study 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
11:45 Trustees 
 
Youth 1:30-
5:00 Paintball 
 
 
 

15 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

16 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

6-7:30:  Youth at 
Taco Bueno 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

 

17 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3:00: FIX till Six 
6:00  Chums to 
nursing home 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
Pool Lunch 
Mission  
1:00 CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 
 
 

19 
8:30: CHUMS 

Breakfast 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 
21 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
 

22 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

 

23 
9:30:  UMW to 
Food Bank 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

 

24 
noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
6:00 Chums to 
nursing Home 
 
 

25 
Pool Lunch 
Mission  
1:00 CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

26 27 

 

28 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  wor- 
Ship 
 
12:00:  Baby 
Shower for Lin-
da          Tucker 
                

29 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

30 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

6-7:30  Youth at 
Taco Bueno 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

 July 1 
noon:  level 1 
yoga   
 
6:00 Chums to 
nursing Home 

July 2 
Pool Lunch 
Mission  
1:00 CHUMS 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 

  

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO GUYMON,  OK ——————————> 

B a r t l e s v i l l e  D i s t r i c t  C a m p  @  C a m p  E g a n   

Growin’ in Grace Camp (gr 3-5)  Tweens Camp (6th grade) 



 Skiatook First United Methodist Church 

1007 S. Osage 

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

 “I am not the pro-
gram.  I am going to re-
tire one day, and this 
program should be able 
to stand on its own re-
gardless of who is the 
director.”  This has 

been said time and again.  Yet, no one has really 
taken her seriously.   

 “Her” is Ms. Willie Jones, the woman with 
the dynamic personality that has served First 
United Methodist Church and the Skiatook com-
munity for the past eleven years.  The 2014-
2015 school year was her last as program direc-
tor.  She has molded, nurtured, guided, em-
braced, and loved well over 400 children in the 
Skiatook community that have been enrolled in 
the After School Adventure Camp.   

 There have been enrichment activities 
filled with volcanos, butterflies, and solar sys-
tems; doll houses made from cardboard boxes, 
birthday celebrations, and Halloween parties.  
There were also a few reprimands.  But through 
it all, there was love.   

 There are just 
no words to express 
how much Ms. Willie 
has done for this 
church and the par-
ents and children 
that have been 
served through the 
ASAC program.  She 
is loved, and her 
smiling face and her 
energy will be 
missed when school resumes.  She will spend 
her time at home with her family, and a bit of 
traveling to see the great grandbabies being 
born into her extended family.  While this may 
seem like good-bye, it’s not.  She will still be 
around.  So when you see her in church on Sun-
day mornings, congratulate her on her retire-
ment.  And know that ASAC and FUMC Skiatook 
are better because Ms. Willie 
laid her hand of love on it.   
And in a lot of ways, she says 
that love was magnified back 
to her through the children.  


