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Serving in Skiatook
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.”

(John 3: 15-16, NIV)
This Bible verse is found in the middle of an incredible chapter in the Gospel of John. In John 13, Jesus
is depicted as a humble man, washing the feet of his disciples. The washing of one’s feet was a common custom
in the time of Jesus. Travelers walked or rode along dusty, dirty roads. They may have worn sandals, or possibly
even walked without shoes along roads that caravans of animals would also have journeyed. It would make
sense to wash up before entering a home. However, the washing of feet was a menial task, one done by servants
or slaves. To wash someone else’s feet was a sign of servitude and humility. It was the task of someone lowly
and without any status.
Yet we see Jesus ignoring all of the implications of his actions, as he simply goes about washing the feet
of his disciples. Peter objects to this display of humility and is firmly rebuked by Jesus. The disciples are then
instructed to do this for each other; to follow the example that Jesus has set. In other words, the disciples are to
forget about appearances, rank, status and position. Rather, they are to serve each other with humility and love.
Jesus then reminds them that they are, after all, simply servants of One who is greater.
What a lesson for us as the church! What a pointed reminder to all Christians---“no servant is greater
than the master, nor is the messenger greater than the one who sent him.” It is our human nature to seek recognition and praise when we have served in some way, or completed a task. It is human nature to seek to control outcomes. Often, our egos crave influence over people and situations. This is when we must remember why we
serve. “That you should do as I have done for you.” We serve in response to the grace we have received; we
give and we love, because we were first loved and given to! If our service to God, to the church, and to others
serves some purpose other than this, we need to re-evaluate our motives. We read in Colossians 3: 17 “And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” Os Guiness, in his book “The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life,”
talks about living life before an A udience of One. Are we serving and working with that in mind? Serving an
Audience of One?
As we begin the summer and look towards the second half of the year here, please begin thinking about
where you are being called by God to serve. In what area of the church’s life could your gifts, talents and passions make a difference? Perhaps you have already found that, perhaps you are still seeking. There are many opportunities coming up this summer, from VBS to pool lunches, to church and District mission opportunities. I
invite you to pray with me in the coming months to discover how we are being called to serve---both individually
and as a church, with Jesus’ humility as our example.

Blessings,
Pastor Susan

June Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

Mark Your Calendar for these
Upcoming Events:
June 16-18:
Growing in
Grace Camp
(gr. 3-5)
June 16-20:
Tweens Camp
(6th grade)
June 28-29: Sonshine Camp
(gr. 1-2)
July 20: Vacation Bible
School begins.

Search for Children’s
Director
We are looking for a part-time
Director of Children’s Ministry.
Linda Tucker has moved from
full-time Youth and Children
to part-time Youth Director
only. Her seminary course load
does not allow ample time to do
both jobs.

We are looking for someone
for 10-12 hours per week to
lead our children’s programs,
coordinate volunteers, gather
curriculum, and plan special activities/events. This will be a
paid position. Please contact
Rev. Susan Whitley for more
details or if you know
someone!

VBS IS COMING SOON!
This year, the VBS
theme is “Workshop of
Wonders: Imagine
and Build with God.”
Vacation Bible School
will be held Sunday
through Thursday, July
20-24. Our VBS directors are JoAnna Darrow, and Sharon Langenberg.
Vacation Bible School is a big undertaking, and we will
need lots of volunteers to make it happen. We serve
not only FUMC kids, but dozens of kids from around the
neighborhood and city. There are so many ways to
help, from behind the scenes, to directly teaching the
children.
We will need adults to guide the children to each rotation, people to teach the various classes (crafts, music,
science, games, etc.), others to prepare snacks, or register the children, or to even help decorate! Please
consider signing up to help in some way. There is a
signup sheet on the church information table, or you
can contact JoAnne or Sharon. You may also call the
church office and we will get you plugged in!

TWEENS DISCOVER CAMP
Tweens camp is our 6th grade camp. This camp acknowledges the uniqueness of 6th graders, and provides a rich
camping experience with traditional camping activities, all
the while exploring the different ways God reveals God’s
self to the world. Tweens Camp is the same week as
Growing in Grace, except it is all week.
(June 16-20)

Misc. Happenings
June 12, 2014
Community Outreach
at the Pool
Beginning June 5th, we will
be providing 50 sack lunches each week to the children at the Skiatook Community pool. We will meet
at the church and put together lunches that will be
delivered and distributed
around 12:30 each Thursday. Started last year, several area churches have
come together to help the
children in the community
that are often dropped at
the pool without money or
snacks. If you are interested in this outreach or are
able to help with supplies,
please contact Ka’Lu.

The American
Red Cross will
be having a
blood Drive in
the Laf Building from 2-6:30
p.m. Come on out
and give this
life-saving

Our Sympathies:
To: Dixie Carter and
her family, in the loss
of Dixie’s mother, Lois
Carter.
Also, to Nathan Brehm
& family who lost a
brother-in-law this
month.
Please know our prayers are with
you during this difficult time.

Summer Finance Issues
Summer is here, and people are heading out on vacations, to ball games, and
weekend trips to the lake. Summer is a time to slow down a little, and enjoy
time with family and friends. However, for the church, summer is traditionally a time of lower attendance, and that often means decreased giving as
well. Though we encourage you to relax and unwind, we do hope that you
realize that church expenses continue anyway. Utility bills still arrive, salaries still have to be paid, and ministries still need to be funded. In other
words, we still need to be faithful stewards, and faithful in our giving,
whether we are here or not.
If you know you are not going to be here, we hope that you will drop a
check in the mail, or by the office. You can always give extra when you get
back, or before you leave. Be watching for electronic giving opportunities
soon! Enjoy your summer, but please don’t forget God’s mission.
RAFFLE TICKETS FOR SALE

From F.I.X….
Thank you to Joan Dalvine,
Burl and Gloria Forbes and
everyone else who helped
make the 2013-2014 FIX year a
lot of fun and a great success!
FIX is our preteen ministry for
5th and 6th graders that
meets after school on
Wednesday's during the
school year. We are excited to
welcome the outgoing 6th
graders into the youth group
and looking forward to
meeting the new incoming 5th
graders in the Fall. "

You could be the lucky winner of a dinner for 10! You and 9 of your closest
friends and family can enjoy a chicken
enchilada meal to be served on June
21st. The winner will be announced on
June 8th during worship. This is a
youth fundraiser to help fund camps
and mission trips. Please see a youth
to purchase a raffle ticket.
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.

Servant Spotlight:
Thanks to:
*Gary Seals—for putting
together the Senior
Slideshow presentation.
*Vern Fuller, for taking
the photos for our picture directory.

F.I.X.
‘13-’14

*Judy Supernaw—for
heading up the Fellow-

ship Committee.
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8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
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10:30 Worship

Noon: level 1
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8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

Noon: level 1
yoga
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4

noon: level 1
yoga

Watchers

6:30: CHUMS
to nursing home
7:00 Boy Scouts 6:30: Youth
Munch Bunch
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noon: level 1
yoga
6:30: CHUMS
to nursing home
6:30: UMM

7:00 Boy Scouts
Bartlesville District Camp at Camp Egan gr 7-12
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8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
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Driller’s Game

Noon: level 1
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yoga

5
10:00 Prayer
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26

27
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Nursing Home
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10:00 Prayer
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6 pm Level 2
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7pm Bible Study

7:00 Boy Scouts
Youth Mission trip to San Antonio Texas—Sunday through Saturday
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9:30 5th Sunday
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10:30 Worship
5:30: Youth

Noon: level 1
yoga
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5:30: Weight
7:00 Boy Scouts

3

noon: level 1
yoga
6:30 Youth
Munch Bunch

Noon: CHUMS
potluck lunch

19

5:30: Weight

9:30: UMW to
Food Bank

7

1:00 CHUMS
2:00 Blood
Drive
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study
10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

noon: level 1
yoga

6
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14

10:00 UMW
mtg

25

Fri

12
10:00 Pray13
er

noon: level 1
yoga

Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts
6th grade camp—M-F Growing in Grace Camp gr. 3
-5,—Mon.-Wed.

22
8:30 Wor23
ship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45 SPRC
meeting

17

Thu

4

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6:pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study
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Skiatook Emergency Assistance
Center (SEAC)
Did you know that
we collect items for
SEAC? There is a
plastic collection bin
in the Missions Area
near the double glass
doors in the main
foyer. Small household items, clothing,
books, and other misc. items may be placed
there. We will take them to SEAC, where
they will be resold in The Touch of Class
Thrift Shop on Will Rogers Blvd. in Skiatook. They do not accept furniture or large
electronics. The money earned there is
used by SEAC to fund emergency assistance
for those in need.
Non-perishable food items may be donated
as well. Those will be taken to SEAC and
they are distributed directly to those in
need. Please feel free to drop off items!

Upcoming Mission Opportunities
If you are interested in serving in some mission
capacity this summer, there are lots of opportunities. Besides local missions, such as Pool
Lunches, VBS, or the youth mission trip, there
are several mission opportunities through the
Bartlesville District and nearby churches.


The Commerce OIMC parsonage remodel



July7-15: District mission to Bolivia



July 27-Aug 1: VIM to Sager-Brown
UMCOR Depot in Baldwin, LA



Oct 9-19: District VIM to Achacachi, Bolivia
If any of these sound interesting to you, please contact
Pastor Susan for more information.
“The world is my parish.”
John Wesley

