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Working Together in Skiatook
“...but God has combined the members of the body, and has given honor to the parts that lacked
it, so that there should be no divisions in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern
for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part
rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”
1 Corinthians 12: 24-27 (NIV)
One of the Apostle Paul’s best known metaphors regarding the church is that of The Body of Christ. A detailed
description of how it should work is found in Chapter 12 of 1 Corinthians. Paul makes it very clear that just as a
human physical body needs all of its parts in order to function most effectively, the church needs all of its parts
(the people) to function together so that the church works most effectively. Paul is very clear that we are to work
together, and that we are to celebrate with each other, and also have concern with each and for each other. Even
though people in the early church were a very diverse lot (as are churches today), we are to find ways to get
along, to worship together, and as Paul says “to not have any divisions among us.”
We live in a time when polarization seems to be the norm. If you watch any television news, especially during
any campaign season, or anytime something controversial is happening, it seems that fairness and balanced reporting have gone by the wayside. Civil discourse is practically extinct today. People are divided over politics,
beliefs, even which television news show is the best. Social media sites are usually full of partisan, disagreeable,
divisive posts. The attitude today seems to be “If you don’t agree with me, or think like I do, you are wrong.”
Too many Americans seem to have an “us versus them” mentality, whoever “them” may be.
Paul is imploring the church to be different. He r eminds us that we ar e all an impor tant, valued par t of
the body of Christ, and he goes on to remind us that we each have gifts to be used. Unfortunately, too often, the
church in the world mirrors the culture around us. Sometimes churches even get an “us versus them” mentality.
Youth vs. adults. Traditional versus contemporary. Guitars versus organ. You get the idea. As a result, polarization happens, with each side digging in and refusing to see anyone else’s point of view. Each side becomes
protective of their turf. The Body of Christ has stopped functioning effectively when this happens.
We are called to work together for the good of the body. I am so grateful that this congregation chooses to be
united in love, even if disagreements occur. I am so proud that this congregation understands that we don’t have
to all believe alike, but we can all love alike. I am happy to be part of a congregation that is willing to talk about
issues without dehumanizing those who have a different view. Understanding, compassion, and sometimes even
compromise are called for, and are always in order. Each of us has something to contribute! Would you pray
with me that we will always be the Body of Christ as described in 1 Corinthians?

Blessings,
Pastor Susan

July Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Summer Church Camp - Thank You!
Thank you for supporting our campers this
summer at EGAN CAMP AND RETREAT
CENTER
With your help of time, driving, fund raising,
and prayer our campers each had a wonderful
time, made new friends, and strengthened their
relationships with each other and the Lord. We sent
adults and campers to three different camps—Sonshine Camp, Growin’ in Grace Camp, and
Youth District Camp.

THANK YOU!
Sunday School—each week at 9:30
This month we will be learning about how special
we all are thru storytelling, art , music and games.
Please contact Miria Jones if you are able to help!

Acolyte Calendar:
07/05—Lexi & Mallory
07/12—Lexi & Mallory
07/19—Tyler & Will
07/26—Gabe & Will

ACOLYTE TRAINING—AUGUST 9TH (after 2nd service)
If your child will be in the 3rd or above and would like
to acolyte (or needs a refresher) mark your calendar!
Miria Jones’ contact info
405-850-2253—Cell (anytime)
918-396-2519—Church
children@fumcskiatook.com
I would love to have some feedback from parents
about our Children’s Program. If you have any
ideas or suggestions for future possibilities, or areas of change or improvement, please let me
know.

Pool Lunches New Times
Thursdays in June & July
11:00 for prep, 12:00 for delivery
KIDS: Don’t forget to bring your Bibles!
Check out the newest place to get information about the Children’s program at
Skiatook FUMC!
SKIATOOK FUMC CHILDREN

Monetary donations always welcome!

Mallory Bertwell, Will
Jones, Mary Rosser, Abbey
Younger, and Layla Haley
begin their journey as the
newest Disciples of Christ
following Confirmation
with Pastor Susan and
Youth Director Linda Tucker. Congratulations to all!

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:


Gary Tucker
for graciously agreeing to
run the Sunday program with little notice.



Gunnar Anderson, Judy Supernaw, and Beverly Dollar
for being faithful givers of
their time by cleaning and
vacuuming the church each
week.





James Prather for checking
in every week and offering
to be a servant wherever
needed, running errands,
etc.
Keifer Jones for changing
air filters throughout the
building.

Freezer Meal Ministry
Be one of the first to help us form, plan
and grow this new ministry.
Come learn about the new Freezer Meal
Ministry and how you can help.

Sunday July 12
Following 2nd Service
Whether you a cook or not, you can be a
part of this blessing. This will be something you can do from the comfort of
your own home. You don’t have to know
how to cook to participate!
If you cannot make the meeting, but
would like more information, please call
or email Linda Tucker for more details.
918-894-3674
liltuck76@gmail.com

School Supplies

Youth Mission 2015: Guymon

It seems as though school just
let out, and the temperatures just
began to rise. In reality, we are
going into July, and summer break
for school children is about at the
halfway mark. With that comes our
school supplies mission that allows
SFUMC to help local families gather
needed items to be prepared for
school.

Welcome home to our 2015 Mission Team. They spent a week in
Guymon, OK showing God’s love
and serving His people. What a
blessing for all!

This year, 238 letters were sent
to local families offering help with
basic school supplies. With many
families having more than one child,
in the past we have sometimes
helped over 300 children. Not every family will want or need the assistance, but many others have come
to rely on and appreciate the assistance.
There is a lot of behind the scenes
work to make this mission a success, and it will take many hands.
Volunteers will be needed as early
as the first week of July through the
first week of August. If you can
help, please be in touch with Sheril
Lewis or contact the church office to
discuss where your talents can
be used. No amount of time is
too little. Help us help our community.

Pool Lunch Mission
The rain had many believing that there
wouldn’t be much need for a pool lunch
ministry this summer. It seems the Oklahoma heat was not about to allow that
to happen. Eighty and ninety degree

temperatures is sending many in the community to cool off in the local pool. Monday through Friday a different church
supplies a lunch of some sort at no cost
to anyone present. Each Thursday, Miria
Jones and members of the SFUMC congregation pack and deliver sack lunches
and cold water bottles. It seems like
such a small thing, but it sure makes a
huge difference! Way to serve!!

You are cordially invited to join us as we
shower Becca Lewis
with love and best
wishes at a Bridal
Shower in her honor
on Sunday, July 26th
at 12 noon in the old fellowship hall. Becca,
daughter of Jerry and Sheril Lewis and
granddaughter of Elmer Mills. She grew up
in Skiatook FUMC and was an integral part
in the youth group, as well as the nursery.
All are welcome.. She is registered at Target
and Bed, Bath, and Beyond.

With Our
Deepest
Sympathy
Our sympathies to
Mrs. Norma Gideon in
the death of her son
Jack Gideon. Services
were held in June at
Avant UMC.

Vacation Bible School
G-Force: God’s Love in Action
July 19th —23rd
5:30 Snack Supper
6:oo Lesson Rotations begin
At G-Force our children will


discover how God calls each one of us
to act



meet people from the Bible who used
their hearts, minds, and bodies in service for God



experience the love of Jesus as they
hear his message of acting through and
with God



explore how to use their whole selves to
follow God in new, active ways



be transformed to Move! Act! Care! Follow! Share!

Don’t forget to wear the COLOR OF THE DAY:
Sunday—RED

Wednesday— GREEN

Monday— ORANGE

Thursday—YELLOW

Tuesday— BLUE

We are still in
need of a number
of items for the
rotations. If you
can help by making a purchase of
any of the following, please contact Miria or
Ka’Lu. We will need all items
brought to the church by July
10th.
8 Hula Hoops
2 safety cones
2 pool noodles
1 box adhesive address labels
newspapers
2 tarps
several ace bandages
2 yardsticks
4 bags of sand

situations, as well as in house
counseling services and referrals to additional outside resources.
One of the biggest needs is
providing food during spring
and summer months. Unfortunately, that is when donations
This year’s mission will benare down the most. So this
efit the Skiatook Emergency
year’s VBS mission collection
Assistance Center (SEAC) and
will go to SEAC. We will colthe Skiatook Resource Center.
lect non-perishable food items
These organizations, housed
as well as money. Following is
together, provide emergency
a list of items that are needed
assistance and resources to
the most. However, donations
the Skiatook, Sperry, and
need not be limited to this list.
Avant communities. They
This will be a wonderful way to
host an on-site food pantry,
show God’s Love in Action!
utility assistance in emergency

6 paint stirrers
6 small buckets
4 sets refrigerator magnets
(letters)
6 empty 1 liter bottles
4 packages large craft sticks
(colored)
15 hex nuts
50 Clothespins
100 Regular sized colored craft
sticks
50 Mini sized colored craft sticks
60 inches of Black craft foam
50 Magnetic strips
Foam letters
1 pack of each color 11” x 4.25”
construction paper—black,
red, yellow, green
2 rolls black/white checked pattern duct tape
50 Chenille stems

Non-perishable food
items needed:
















18 oz peanut butter
canned ravioli
canned spaghetti
canned vegetables
canned soup
boxed breakfast cereal
instant macaroni & cheese
canned chicken
canned tuna
canned fruit
1 lb bags of rice
1 lb bags of beans
boxes of jello mix
boxes of pudding mix

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Noon: level 1
yoga
6 pm: Chums to
nursing Hone

5

8:30 Worship
9:30: Worship
10:30 Worship

7

6
Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

8

9:00: Sewing
Class
5:30: Weight
Watchers
6-7:30 Youth at
Taco Bueno
7:00 Boy Scouts

14

12

13

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45: Trustees

Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

9:00: Sewing
Class
5:30: Weight

Watchers
6-7:30: Youth at
Taco Bueno
7:00 Boy Scouts

Thu

Fri

Sat

2
Pool Lunch
3
Church Office
4
Closed
Mission
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

9
Pool Lunch
10
Mission

11

6 pm: Chums to
nursing Hone
6:30: United
Methodist Men

1:00 CHUMS
Youth—Manna
1:30 Blood
Drive LAF bldg Meals- 10:15
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible
Study

15

16

17

18

8:30: CHUMS
Breakfast
Youth—Manna
Meals 10:15

Decorating for
VBS—9:30 am

24

25

31

1

noon: level 1
yoga

noon: level 1
yoga
3:00: FIX till Six
6:00 Chums to
nursing home

Pool Lunch
Mission
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible
Study
Youth: Drive in
movie
@Admiral

19

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
Confirmation
Sunday

22

20

21

Noon: level 1
yoga

9:00: Sewing
Class

noon: level 1
yoga
6:00 Chums to
nursing Home

23

Pool Lunch
Mission
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga

Vacation Bible School: G Force: God’s Love in Action
Red

26

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
12 noon: Wedding Shower for
Becca Lewis
Youth: Pool
Party 2 pm

Orange

Blue

27

28

Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

9:00: Sewing
Class
5:30: Weight
Watchers
6-7:30 Youth at
Taco Bueno
7:00 Boy Scouts

Green

Yellow

29

30

6:00 Chums to
nursing Home

Pool Lunch
Mission
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

noon: level 1
yoga

School Supply Drive @ Wal-Mart
Fri: 4-8 pm

Sat: 9am-5pm

Skiatook First United Methodist Church

1007 S. Osage
P.O. Box 910
Skiatook, OK 74070

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

UMW Hiatus
Our United Methodist
Women will not be
holding their monthly
meetings during the
months of July and
August. This hiatus
includes a break
from working at the
Food Bank as well. However, they will continue serving by helping prepare snack
suppers for vacation Bible school from July
19th-23rd. All help is appreciated and will
begin at 4pm.
Regular meetings will resume on Tuesday,
September 8th at 10am in the old fellowship hall.

RECYCLE PLEASE

The Holy Smokers are Back!
Our United Methodist Men, also known
as the Holy Smokers, are at it again. For
the low price of $20 per slab, you can
purchase ribs for your next barbecue,
and let the men do the work for you.
On Friday,
July 3rd, be
sure and
stop in front
of Farmers
Insurance,
located at
227 W. Rogers Blvd., and pick up a few
slabs. They are also available at Allred’s
Hardware.
You can also pre-order by contacting
the Methodist Men or the church office.

