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Summer of Hospitality in Skiatook 

“They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer…..All the believers were together and had everything in common.”                   

Acts 2: 42, 44  (NIV) 

Hospitality is a key issue in the Bible.  Both in the Old and New Testaments, the people of God are commanded 
to show hospitality to the stranger, the poor, the immigrant, the orphaned and widowed, and to each other as 
people of the family of God.  Hospitality as illustrated in the Bible usually meant going over and beyond the 
normal, everyday good manners.  It usually meant more than simply being “nice, or pleasant to someone.”  It 
meant sharing meals, resources, and other material goods at times.  More importantly, it implied an acceptance 
of the other in a way that was unusual for a tribe/clan based people like the Israelites.  It meant learning how to 
love our neighbor, and really, even re-defining the concept of neighbor. (Remember the parable of the good Sa-
maritan?  Who is my neighbor?)  Hospitality and love of neighbor implies we want the same things for others 
that we want for ourselves and our families. 
 
For many Christians, the idea of “church family” is vitally important.  But in reality, how well do we really 
know others in our own church?   It is natural for us as humans to automatically identify, and thus associate 
with those we know well, or those we have known the longest, or even those who are most like us.  How easy is 
it for others, for new people, to get to know us and find a place in the church?  How often do we invite new 
people to join us in worship, to fellowship together, and to even be our friend?  Research shows that when new 
folks come to church, and relationships are not formed, it’s very easy for them to slip right back out.  When was 
the last time you invited someone to join you in church?  When was the last time you asked someone new to sit 
with you? 
 
This summer during July and August, we are going to really emphasize hospitality.  The worship committee 
will host a light brunch each Sunday from 9:30-10:15.  It will be in Room 103 (sometimes referred to as the Old 
Fellowship Hall).  We are encouraging Sunday School classes that wish to take a break for 2 months and join us 
for brunch.  Youth and children will join us each week for breakfast as well.  This would also be a great oppor-
tunity for those who don’t normally come at the Sunday School hour to be here early, and have an opportunity 
to visit with others, and get to know their fellow members. You don’t even have to bring anything unless you 
just want to!  This is an even better opportunity to invite someone to breakfast and worship with you.  People 
are looking to belong, and people are looking to form deep lasting friendships and relationships.  I notice that so 
many people seem to be lonely, or just looking for a new friend. 
 
When I was on vacation in Galveston last month, I visited a church on Sunday morning, and there was no doubt 
in my mind that they were glad I was there, and was welcome.  The entire atmosphere of the church was one of 
hospitality.  It is something that takes practice, and an intentionality.  Won’t you join me in this summer of hos-
pitality? 

Blessings,     
 

 Pastor Susan 
 

 



 

 

Beginning July 1st, we will not have Sunday School.  We will 

gather in the church building, room 103 for Brunch at 9:30. 

We will continue to have Children’s Church in the LAF bldg. 

during  10:30 worship service.   
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Ready. Set. Go! 
VBS is a one day event this year. 

SATURDAY, JULY 21ST. 

We will learn the lesson of Paul to 
Saul and to “SEE LIKE JESUS”. 

Please contact  Miria to volunteer  

& to sign up your children. 

Thank you to Pastor Susan and Mona Keeline for getting our campers  

to and from Camp Egan in June!!!  

ASAC 
We have several openings for children at the  

After School Adventure Camp for the 

2018/19 school year.   

We also have a part time staff opening and 

space for volunteers for as much or as little 

time as you would like to donate. 

Contact Miria for more information. 

405-850-2253 

July 



 

“It’s not goodbye. It’s see you later” 

The rumors are true. Effective July 31, I will be 

leaving SFUMC as Youth Director.   

After a period of discernment and consideration, 

I have accepted a position as Pastoral Care and 

Community Minister at Fellowship Lutheran 

Church in Tulsa. While this was not an easy de-

cision to make, I know this is an opportunity 

from God and I need to be faithful to my calling. 

It has been an honor and blessing to work with 

our youth, their families, and the Skiatook com-

munity. Sharing God’s love with others is my 

life’s passion and it has been incredibly reward-

ing to watch our youth grow in their faith, disci-

pleship, and enrich their lives. 

I have no doubt that Skiatook First United Meth-

odist Church’s strong service to God, our youth, 

and this community will continue for years to 

come. Thank you for the advice, mentoring, and 

grace these past seven years. It has been a 

privilege to work and grow with you.  

Gary, Maddie and I will continue to live in Skia-

took and be a part of this community. I look for-

ward to running into you at Wal-Mart, Central 

Park, Luigi’s and other places around town. 

So I am not saying goodbye.  I am saying see 

you later! 

 

Love and Blessings. 

Linda Tucker 

 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Tom Weathers, Dale 
Cooley, Ted & Lu 
Willimon, Chuck 
Allred, Jerry Dollar, 
James & Sandi Prather, Vernon 
Lester, Forrest Simpson, Craig 
Riggs, Gary Tucker, Mark Hunt, 
and Tom Hobza for being part of 
our Green Teams and keeping our 
church grounds looking good. 

 Will Jones, Reagan Allemann, Oki 
Darrow, Annabelle Bumgardner, 
Kaitlyn Teague, Savannah, Judy 
Supernaw, Christine Supernaw, 
Patti McKinney, and Janet Murnan 
for setting up and serving the 
Melissa, Texas Inspiritus Youth 
Choir 

 Jennifer Brooks, Bobby Rosser, 
and Miria Jones for being adult 
leaders and chaperones for various 
summer camps 

CHURCH  DIRECTORY  

     After lots of conversations, some 
transitions, many new faces, and 

plenty of 
thought, a 
church directory 
will soon be in 
the works. Four 
years have 
passed since the 

last church directory was made, and 
it was done in-house. On July 29th 
and 30th, from 2pm-9pm on both 
days,  LifeTouch will be here to take 
photos.  

     Each family that is photographed 
will receive one FREE 8x10 and one 
FREE directory. Pastor Susan and 
Ka’Lu have been assured that this 
will be a no pressure, no obligation 
to buy session. Because the church is 
limited to the number of outside sub-
missions that can be made at no cost, 
it is imperative that we have our ap-
pointments made and our photos tak-
en. To do this, a hand full of volun-
teers will be needed at various points 
to help schedule families and collect 
current and correct information.  

     One of the concerns most shared 
in the past is “how can I be included 
if I’ve never joined the church?” 
Easy! If you are a member, if you or 
your family attend church here, if 
your kids are par tof the youth group, 
then you are part of our church fami-
ly, and you should be photographed! 

Over the next few weeks, be on the 
lookout for information on pricing, 
which will include senior and mili-
tary discounts. Again, no purchase is 
necessary to be photographed.  

The church staff is excited to have 
this done, and hope that the congre-
gation will be also!  

Gifts are given... 
 To Elementary Camp 

Scholarships by the 
United Methodist 
Women 

 To Pool Lunches by Glenna 
Long, Vernon and Barbara 
Fuller, and others   

 In Memory of Billie Emery by 
the C.H.U.M.S. 

 To VBS by Gene & Jackie Moss 

AMERICAN RED CROSS  

BLOOD DRIVE 

Thank you to all who were able to 
donate blood  during the 
June blood drive. The 
American Red Cross 
was able to collect 8 
pints of blood, and there 
were no deferments. 
While the 8 pints were 
very appreciated, it was well below 
what is typically collected at 
SFUMC.  

One of the ways this might be in-
creased in the future is to get the 
word out more. If you’ve been won-
dering of a way to volunteer in the 
life of the church, but haven’t been 
sure how, this may be an area for 
you. There are a number of ways to 
help, and it can be done in shifts of 
one to four hours, depending on 
your schedule.  

Blood drives are hosted here every 
other month. If you are interested, 
please visit with Ka’Lu in the 
church office. She can give you de-
tails and answer your questions.  

The next blood drive is Thursday, 
August 2nd in the LAF building. 

United Methodist 

Women 

Our United Methodist 

Women are on hiatus 

for the months of July 

and August. Meetings will resume Sep-

tember 11
th
, and all ladies of the church 

are invited to participate.  

United Methodist Men 

The United Methodist Men appreciate 

all who were able to attend and support 

them last month when they hosted a 

church wide breakfast. Net proceeds 

will help fund missions and scholar-

ships throughout the year.  

Their next meeting is Wednesday, July 

11
th
 at 6:30pm in the LAF. All men of 

the church are welcome and invited.  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

As the calendar pages turn towards Ju-

ly, few people have school on their 

minds. But here at SFUMC, kids are 

always on our minds. That means we’ll 

soon be gearing up for our annual 

school supply drive soon. Please be in 

prayer about how you can help. Details 

will be coming soon, along with sign-up 

sheets for registration and shopping.  

News From Finance 

Thank you to all of 
you who so faith-
fully give each 
month.  If you are 
using the automat-

ic draft, we appreciate it—it 
gives us a consistency each 
month.  We have missions, 
bills, payroll and increased  
utilities in the summer, so if 
you go on vacation, we hope 
that you will continue your 
faithfulness. Mailing in or drop-
ping off gifts to the office is al-
ways appreciated!  We love 
your spirit of generosity! 



 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  

2 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

3 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

5 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

6 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 

 

7 
 

8 
 
9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  
 
 
 
 
  
 

9 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

11 
 
11:00: Yoga 
Level 1 
 
 

6:30: United 
Methodist Men 

12 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

 
 

13 
10:00:  Yoga 

10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 

1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
 

14 

 

15 
 

9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  

16 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

17 
 
 
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

18 
 
11:00: Yoga 
Level 1 
 

 

6:00: Youth 

 

19 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

20 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 

21 
8:00: VBS Regis-
tration  

9am-2:45pm: 
VBS 

22 
9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  

23 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

24 
 

 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7 pm:  Boy Scouts 

 

25 
11:00: Yoga 
Level 1 

 
 

 

26 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

27 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 

28 

29 
9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  
  

 

30 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 
 

6:00: Quilting 
Class 

 

2-9 pm Lifetouch-
pictures 

31 
 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00: Boy Scouts 

 

2-9 pm Lifetouch 
pictures 

Aug. 1 
 

11:00: Yoga 
Level 1 
 

Aug. 2 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

Aug. 3 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 

Aug. 4 

Run  

towards 
God! 

Aug. 3rd — 5th: Back to School 

Sales Tax Holiday 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 PLEASE RECYCLE! 

 

  

New Worship Service 

Schedule 

The FUMC Worship Com-

mittee met last month to discuss several items relating 

to worship.  One of those items addressed was the two 

worship services we have always had here at FUMC.  

After much discussion and discernment, the commit-

tee decided that beginning July 1, we are going to 

move to one combined worship service at 10:30 a.m. 

each Sunday. While we know some people will be 

disappointed or even upset, based on attendance fig-

ures and trends for the church, it is just not warranted 

to support two separate services, which are identical in 

style. 

There are several reasons for this change.  First of all, 

it is a huge burden on our volunteer worship leaders 

and musicians.  Because we operate and rely on vol-

unteers, trying to cover two services is asking a lot of 

their time and talent.  Often, different things  have to 

be planned for the different services because of who is 

available.  It also is imposing on those who operate 

our video equipment and recording. 

Secondly, attendance has dropped significantly this 

past year, in both services.  Average worship attend-

ance so far for 2018  is down 19 % from this time in 

2017, and down 22% from 2016.  In fact, attendance 

is actually lower than when I first came here in 2012.  

That is something we will be looking at as well. The 

first service has lost several families due to moves out 

of town, and is averaging 18-20 on a given Sunday.  

That is simply not healthy for a church to try to sus-

tain.  When guests arrive, they are not getting a picture 

of a healthy church, whether that is reality or not. 

We believe that one healthy, vibrant, energetic service  

is much healthier in the long run for the church. We 

ask that you give it a chance, foster new friendships 

and relationships, knowing that change is never easy.  

See you at 10:30 in July! 


