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Mission in Skiatook
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25: 40 (NIV)
As I sit and write this article about mission, I am praying for, and thinking of, the youth and adults from our
church who are currently on mission, serving in San Antonio, TX. They are staying at a youth-type camp/retreat
center, while they work on projects that will be used to rebuild homes in the Texas area affected by wild fires last
year. They are also doing improvements to the actual camp itself, and working in other areas with the food bank
in San Antonio. (Check out our church Facebook page for lots of pictures of the youth in action.) The youth
from our church behaved and worked in an exemplary manner. I am so very proud of their servant hearts, their
loving spirits, and their uncomplaining attitude. Often, I know their working conditions were less than ideal, and
they struggled with the task at hand. But I believe our young people truly understand Jesus’ words in Matthew
25.
Additionally this morning, here at church, a group of folks assembled bag lunches for kids at the Skiatook swimming pool who come to swim, spend all day, and have no extra money to buy lunch or snacks. A sandwich, bottle of water and a cookie are much appreciated by many of these kids! Earlier this week, we met to discuss the
annual distribution of school supplies to some of our local children who are in need. Children, parents, and
teachers alike appreciate the opportunity given to these students to start out with what they need.
A close reading of the Gospel makes it very clear that Jesus was very concerned with the poor, the oppressed,
and those whom society viewed as unacceptable or marginal. Jesus seems to spend a great amount of time and
energy with those who live outside the gates of the accepted society. When Jesus tells us in v. 40 “You did it for
me”, we often forget how he flips those words around in v. 45 when he says “…I tell you the truth, whatever you
did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.” As Christians, we are called to be in mission to
others. It is part of our response to the grace that we have received from God.
Do we have to go to another country, or another state to be in mission? No, although sometimes our horizons are
widened when we participate in another culture or another way of life. Are there mission opportunities nearby,
right here in Skiatook or Tulsa/Osage County? Absolutely! As we think about Jesus’ words in Matthew 25, I
would like to challenge each one of us to participate in at least one mission opportunity this year. I would like to
challenge each “group”, whether it is a Sunday School class, a Bible Study class, the Men/Women’s group, the
youth---each group----to do a group mission project of some kind in the coming year. Think what a difference
we could make in our community or in our state. Many of you know the old saying “God helps those who help
themselves.” Well, guess what? That is not in the Bible! We are called to help those who cannot help themselves. We are called to make a difference in the world and in the lives of those around us. Will you accept my
challenge? Will we choose to continue to be a missional church? I invite each one of you to consider what mission opportunity you might choose in the coming months.

Be Blessed,
Pastor Susan

July Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

Elementary Camp News!
Growing in Grace Camp and Tweens
6th grade camps have finished up
another wonderful summer camping
experience! Thanks so much to
Mona Keeline and Pastor Susan for
working the elementary Growing in
Grace camp as adult sponsors!
Thanks to the UMW and the UMM
for helping
with camp
costs! We
love the way
you support
our children!

Items Needed for VBS!
We will be collecting some
items for our crafts and rotations at VBS. These will also
be posted on the Childen’s Bulletin Board just outside the
missions area.
 Empty cereal boxes
 Elmer’s glue bottles– new
 Washable Crayola markers
 Permanent markers
(sharpies)
 Shoelaces (flat, white, any
length)—total 60 pairs!
 2 bottles of whole mustard
seed (found in the spice
aisle of the grocery store)
Thanks!

IT’S TIME! VBS IS COMING!
Where: FUMC Skiatook (main bldg. and LAF bldg.)
When: Sunday, July 20-Thursday July 24
Time: Snack supper at 5:30; activities begin at 6:00
pm and go till 8:00
Who: Everyone!
This year, our theme is Workshop of Wonders: Imagine and Build with God! Our VBS directors are JoAnna
Darrow, and Sharon Langenberg.
Vacation Bible School is a big undertaking, and we will
need lots of volunteers to make it happen. We serve
not only FUMC kids,
but dozens of kids
from around the
neighborhood and city.
There are so many
ways to help, from behind the scenes, to directly teaching the
children.
Be looking for sign up
sheets and registration
forms on the information table, as well as on-line registration directly from our website. We will also have a
list of supplies that can be donated to help with crafts
and other rotations. Those will be posted directly on
the children’s bulletin board. Please feel free to take an
item or two and return it to the tub near the info table.
Bring your kids, grandkids, neighborhood children, and
anyone else who would like to have fun and learn more
about God!

YOUTH SUMMER UPDATE

BARTLESVILLE
DISTRICT CAMP
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. See,
darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn. ~ Isaiah 60:1-3
During the week of June 9-14, 160 middle
and high school youth from around our district came together to make up the
Bartlesville District Camp. The theme of
the camp was RISE. Campers learned that
no matter who they are, where they come
from, or the circumstances of their lives,
God’s light will rise and CONTINUE to rise
upon them.

SAN ANTINO
MISSION TRIP
....whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.
Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring
of water welling up to eternal life.. John 4:14
5 youth and 2 adults from our church
traveled to San Antonio with the purpose
of becoming the hands and feet of Christ.
We assisted in building and painting wall
panels that will soon become a home for a
family in need. We also helped sort over
10,000 pounds of food at the San Antonio
Food Bank and helped with repairs around
the camp. Our team worked hard, but we
also played hard. We had an opportunity
to float the river, see the Alamo, take a riv-

Thank you for supporting our youth this summer!

Misc. Happenings
Here Come the Holy Smokers!!

Even though it seems like
the kids just got out of
school for the summer, it
is time to think about our
mission of providing
school supplies to those
children who need them!
Our church has historically helped those in
need. This year, we will
be helping even more students by supplying the
children at Marrs Elem.
also. Be watching for
ways you can help with
shopping, sorting, filling
bags, and distribution.
Contact Ka’Lu or Sheril
Lewis for more info.

On Thursday, JULY 3rd, the United Methodist Men will be smoking and
selling slabs of ribs, as well as bologna and chopped beef sandwiches in
front of Farmer's Insurance at 227 W Rogers Blvd. They will also have an
electric lemonade stand to quench your thirst.
The fun begins at 9am, rain or shine. On Saturday, July 5th, they will return to Allred Hardware
with more ribs. 12 noon until they are sold out.
You don’t want to miss out!!
Summer Finance Issues
Summer is here, and people are heading out on vacations, to ball games, and
weekend trips to the lake. Summer is a time to slow down a little, and enjoy
time with family and friends. However, for the church, summer is traditionally a time of lower attendance, and that often means decreased giving as
well. Though we encourage you to relax and unwind, we do hope that you
realize that church expenses continue anyway. Utility bills still arrive, salaries still have to be paid, and ministries still need to be funded. In other
words, we still need to be faithful stewards, and faithful in our giving,
whether we are here or not.
If you know you are not going to be here, we hope that you will drop a
check in the mail, or by the office. You can always give extra when you get
back, or before you leave. Be watching for electronic giving opportunities
soon! Enjoy your summer, but please don’t forget God’s mission.
Welcome New Members!

After School
Adventure Camp (ASAC)
Did you know that we offer
low-cost, quality after
school care here at church
from 3-6 pm during the
school year? Tuition is
based on a sliding scale according to income. DHS
payments are accepted as
well. We at FUMC view this
as an important mission of
this church, offering much
needed services to local parents. We are currently accepting applications for
next year (K-6th grade).
Only a few openings left!
Call the office for more info
or for an application!



Welcome to Greg and Shelly Wentworth! Greg and Shelly joined by
making a profession of faith.



Welcome to Joyce Moursund
(Shelly’s mom). Joyce transferred
her membership from her Presbyterian church in Texas.



Welcome to Phyllis Leonard. Phyllis is Lisa Riggs’ mom. She transferred her membership from FUMC
in Owasso.

Servant Spotlight: Thanks to:
*Glenda Guilfoyle for prepar-

ing the dinner for the Youth
camp/mission fundraiser!
*Keifer Jones for going with
the youth as an adult sponsor
on the San Antonio Youth
Mission.
*The UMM for painting the
bottom part of the LAF building. It looks great!

Sun

Mon

Tue

1
5:30: Weight
Watchers

Wed

2

noon: level 1
yoga

6:00: CHUMS
to nursing home
6:30: Youth
7:00 Boy Scouts Munch Bunch

Sat

4 Church of- 5

10:00 Prayer
fice closed
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6:pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study

9

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

7

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

Noon: level 1
yoga

13

14

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45 Trustees

Noon: level 1
yoga

noon: level 1
5:30: Weight
yoga
Watchers
6:00 Chums to
7:00 Boy Scouts Nursing Home
6:30 Youth
Munch Bunch

21

22

Noon: level 1
yoga

5:30: Weight

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

3

Fri

8

6

20

Thu

noon: level 1
yoga
10:00 UMW
6:00: CHUMS
to nursing home
5:30: Weight
6:30: UMM
Watchers
6:30: Youth
7:00 Boy Scouts Munch Bunch

Watchers

23

noon: level 1
yoga
6:00 Chums to
Nursing Home

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

24

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga

8:30: CHUMS
breakfast in
Sperry

25

26

Vacation Bible School—Workshop of Wonders Sunday - Thursday.
Snack supper every evening at 5:30, Lesson rotations begin at 6pm.

27

28

8:30 Worship
9:30 5th Sunday
Brunch
10:30 Worship

Noon: level 1
yoga

20

30

noon: level 1
yoga
5:30: Weight
6:00 Chums to
Watchers
Nursing Home
7:00 Boy Scouts 6:30 Youth
Munch Bunch

31

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6:pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study

Coming in August:
St. Yootz Day
Red Cross Blood Drive

Skiatook First United Methodist Church

1007 S. Osage
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Skiatook Emergency Assistance
Center (SEAC)
Did you know that
we collect items for
SEAC? There is a
plastic collection bin
in the Missions Area
near the double glass
doors in the main
foyer. Small household items, clothing,
books, and other misc. items may be placed
there. We will take them to SEAC, where
they will be resold in The Touch of Class
Thrift Shop on Will Rogers Blvd. in Skiatook. They do not accept furniture or large
electronics. The money earned there is
used by SEAC to fund emergency assistance
for those in need.
Non-perishable food items may be donated
as well. Those will be taken to SEAC and
they are distributed directly to those in
need. Please feel free to drop off items!

Upcoming Mission Opportunities
If you are interested in serving in some mission
capacity this summer, there are lots of opportunities. Besides local missions, such as Pool
Lunches, VBS, or the youth mission trip, there
are several mission opportunities through the
Bartlesville District and nearby churches.


The Commerce OIMC parsonage remodel



July7-15: District mission to Bolivia



July 27-Aug 1: VIM to Sager-Brown
UMCOR Depot in Baldwin, LA



July /Aug.: Our local school supply distribution



Oct 9-19: District VIM to Achacachi, Bolivia
If any of these sound interesting to you, please contact
Pastor Susan for more information.
“The world is my parish.”
John Wesley

