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Pastoral Letter 

 

While I liked the snow growing up, since we didn’t get a ton of it, winter was never my 
favorite season. But when I lived in Chicago for seminary I gained an appreciation for 
the coldest season. Maybe it’s the fact that the frigid air hangs around for so long you 
have to make peace with it or you’re in trouble. Or maybe I just grew to see a different 
sort of beauty in it.  

There’s lots to appreciate: how the snow sparkles, or how quiet it is after a blizzard. But 
I especially love how the light streams through the trees differently than in the spring. 
Without leaves to capture the sun, these streaks of light seem stronger. So while the 
days might be short, and there is lots of gray, winter still had beautiful light.  

And that echoes through this season of the church, too. John 1:5 proclaims that “the 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” We celebrate Epiphany on January 3rd, 
remembering how the light of the star led the Wise 
Men to the Christ child. Light is shining and leading to 
hope. 

Artist Morgan Harper Nichols produces great pieces 
and shares on social media. I especially love this po-
em that includes a line she uses frequently: “Keep 
looking for where the light pours in.” Where is light 
pouring into your life right now? Where is Christ’s 
work shining? Where is the Holy Spirit shining light 
that glimmers with hope in the darkness?  

2020 has felt dark. And I won’t pretend that turning 
the page on the calendar will magically fix everything. 
But I do think there’s light to be seen. Christ’s light is 
pouring in, giving us hope. And we can reflect that 
light to our world friends.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Sarah 



 

 

 2021 
   Prayer requests, 

   suggestions: 

 

My world 

My country 

My friends 

My family 

Myself 
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If your child needs a Bible please let Miria know!         

Watch FB for updates!   

Contact Miria with Joys, Concerns & Prayer Requests!       

405-850-2253, children@fumcskiatook.com 



 

January 2021 
 

Skiatook FUMC Youth 

New Year — New Youth 

Beginning in the spring semester of 2021, Youth will resume 

meeting at the church building on Wednesday nights from 6:00-8:00. We 

will be doing drive-in youth. From our cars, we will be viewing the new se-

ries The Chosen. If your youth does not yet drive, you may set them up 

with a lawn chair and a blanket. We can run an extension cord for space 

heaters if we need to.  

Each episode runs for about an hour, so you’d be outside longer for other 

things like a football game than this. If your youth absolutely does not 

want to be outside, make it a family night! Everyone is welcome to come 

and watch and the kids can socialize before or after the episode.  

I realize this is all very new. If you have questions or concerns, please get 

in touch with me. We want to be able to meet all the mental, emotional 

and spiritual needs we can without compromising anyone’s immediate 

health or safety.  

FIX remains outside and weather dependent. If it is precipitating or below 

50 degrees, FIX will be postponed until the next week.  

JANUARY CALENDAR 

Classes resume……………….6 

Drive-in youth begins….…13 

STUFF TO KNOW 

• Youth connection via WhatsApp! 

• FIX on Wednesdays from 3:00-
4:30  

• If school is not  in session or if 
classes are moved to distance 
learning, all in-person youth and 
FIX activities will be cancelled. 

• Questions? Call Meg at (918)906-
0414. Texting is even better!  



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Vernon Fuller for 
changing the church sign 

during December 

 Sheril Lewis, Jerry Lewis, Gloria 
Hale, Sharon Langenberg, Doug 
Langenberg, and Ka’Lu Under-
wood for registering, reviewing 
applications, writing out angel 
tags, picking up gifts from banks, 
sorting gifts, shopping for, and 
distributing gifts for our Commu-
nity Angel Tree Project 

 Debbie Bennett, Beaux Reamy, 
Violet Fifer, Dylan Reamy, Jack-
ie Hull, Cathy Allred, and Bever-
ly Dollar for decorating the sanc-
tuary for Advent 

 Meg Burris and her family and 
friends for decorating for our 
drive in Christmas Eve worship 

 Dale Cooley, Robin Edens, Bev-
erly Dollar, Cathy Allred, & 
Jackie Hull for sharing your gifts 
of music throughout Advent 

 Tish Burill, Carolyn Brooks, and 
Cathy Allred for helping with 
Christmas Eve Communion 

 Bill & Debbie Musgrave for do-
nating snacks for FIX and youth 

Gifts were Given... 

 In Memory of Barba-
ra “Cookie” Woods, 
the CHUMS made a 
gift to the LAF Building Debt 
Relief 

 To the LAF Building Debt Re-
lief by Glenn & Mary Nelson 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

Get scheduled for 
the next Red 
Cross Blood Drive: 

January 5th:  

1:00 pm—6:00 

To schedule an ap-
pointment, call     1-800-RED-CROSS 
or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter: SkiatookUMC  

Help save a life! 

Our Condolences 

Our sincere condolences go out to Don 

and Jeb Magruder and their family as 

they mourn the passing of their wife 

and mother, Mrs. Louise Magruder. 

Witty, kind-hearted, highly intelligent 

with a love for children and animals, 

Louise was an absolute jewel! She was 

a long time member of Skiatook 

FUMC, a retired teacher, and an ac-

complished equestrian. She had a fabu-

lous sense of humor, loved a great 

book, and could hold a conversation 

with young children or well traveled 

adults; and they would all walk away 

having been 

blessed.  

Please be in 

prayer for 

the Ma-

gruder 

Family as 

they grieve. 

A Celebra-

tion of Life 

will be held 

at a later 

date for 

friends and 

the community. Louise’s obituary can 

be found online at 

www.siensheltonfh.com. 

YOGA 

The weekly Chair Yoga 

session, previously held 

at 4:30 p.m. on Thurs-

days, will no longer be held without ad-

vance notice. If you are interested, please 

call Ms. Beverly at (918) 813-5730. You 

are also welcome to attend one of the oth-

er sessions. Beginner or Level 1 sessions 

are held on Monday and Wednesday at 11 

a.m., and Friday at 10 a.m. An intermedi-

ate or Level 2 session is held on Thursday 

at 6p.m. Sessions are $5 each. Please 

bring a mat and a drink of water for your 

comfort.  Namaste. 

Opportunities to Serve 
     If you have been wondering how you 

can be of service, but you don’t have a 

ton of time to spare. Please consider one 

of the following ways in 2021. We need 

greeters for Sunday mornings on a 

monthly rotating basis. We also could 

use some folks willing to change the 

church sign. This would also be done a 

month at a time on a rotation basis.      

     Meg could use some assistance with 

FIX on Wednesday afternoons. You 

would help setting up the area with 

snacks and drinks before the kids arrive, 

be another adult presence for Safe Sanc-

tuary purposes, and help clean up the 

area afterwards. Francine Hayes has 

been a gem by doing this almost every 

week for the past two years. Adjust-

ments need to be made due to her chang-

ing work schedule. Many thanks to Fran-

cine for her dedication to Meg and the 

FIX program!  

     If you have questions before you 

commit, please call Ka’Lu in the office 

or speak with Debbie Bennett about 

changing the sign or being a greeter. 

Speak to Meg if you might be able to 

assist with FIX. 

Finances, Budgets, & Bills 

Oh my! Not many people like to discuss 

money, but it is necessary to know 

where we are, what we have, and what 

we want (and can afford) to do in the 

future. The Leadership Team will meet 

Monday, January 11th, at 6:30 p.m. in 

room 103. As a member of the staff, I 

am so thankful for all that each of you 

do to share your financial gifts with the 

church. Your gifts are a testament to 

God as we each try to do our part to 

show God’s love, share His Word, and 

serve the people in His kingdom. I know 

that every decision that is made is done 

to honor God in the name of the Lord 

Jesus.  Please be in prayer for those who 

will be tasked with putting together a 

budget for 2021.  
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 PLEASE RECYCLE! 

In with the New Year 

This year is going to 

bring challenges—

hopefully not any 

more than in 2020, 

but maybe different 

challenges. But we can do hard things. 

We adapted to online worship, outdoor 

worship, online giving and more! We 

don’t know what the new year will 

bring. 
 

Last year we all stepped out of our com-

fort zone and tried new things, serving 

where God has called us to serve. We 

weren’t perfect at those new things, but 

that’s okay. What matters is not whether 

we are perfect at something, but wheth-

er we’re trying our best at whatever God 

has called us to. And I am certain we will 

try our best, learning and growing, and 

will be authentic and open to the Spirit, 

Let us go and do hard things together 

so that this world may know the love, 

hope, peace, and joy that is found in the 

Christ Child! 

New Years represent new beginnings 

and so it is with 2021. It is a path down 

which no one has ever walked and so it 

can be a little unsettling. The good news 

for us is there is one who walks with us. 

We may not see the bend in the path or 

the treachery of the terrain. Little does 

that matter for the one who walks with 

us sees all things clearly. 

      ~ Sandy Kimbrough, Finance Chairperson 


