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Leadership in Skiatook
“The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to
the Lord, David the King also rejoiced greatly.” 1 Chronicles 29:9 (NIV)
The Bible is full of passages and references to leadership. Each of the 12 tribes of Israel had their own levels of
leadership, the Temple and priests had leaders, and all throughout the New Testament we see examples of leadership in the early church. In the book of Acts, Peter and the other disciples choose an entire group of leaders
to take care of church matters while the disciples preached the Word of God. The truth is, no one pastor or
even a couple of staff members can take care of all of the business and ministries of the church. I am so thankful for members who step up and agree to lead in various ways. Lay leadership (meaning NOT pastor or staff)
was one of the cornerstones that the Methodist Church was founded upon. For a church to be effective at reaching others, there must be a certain amount of collaboration and visioning between staff and laity. No one voice
should dominate or dictate. This is the reason we have committees, groups, councils, teams, etc.
However, as written about earlier in the October 2018 newsletter, we have chosen to make a change to our leadership structure. Instead of four separate committees reporting to an administrative council who has to approve
every major item, we are moving to a single board, Leadership Team. The team consists of 9 people who are
each assigned to a sub-committee, (Trustees, Staff Parish Relations, and Finance); 3 at large members including
Lay Leader and Treasurer and one other; and all staff members, who have voice but no vote on staff and personnel issues. The entire team will act as Lay Nominations, and the entire Leadership Team acts as the old Administrative Council. The goal is to streamline meetings, encourage planning and visioning, and solve problems quickly. The group will meet six times per year, and “lead” the church in accomplishing its vision and
mission statement. We will be very intentional about filling positions with new and different people as vacancies arise. As it has been in the past, all are welcome to attend any meeting—only SPRC meetings are considered closed since they involve confidential information about staffing issues. Missions, worship, and any other
groups will report to the Pastor.
I’d like to thank those who volunteered to be part of the Leadership Team, and those who said “yes” when I
asked! We are excited about trying this out for the 2019 year. I would like to introduce you to our new Leadership Team. We think this will work beautifully and are excited to give it a try.

Membership Structure
Class of 2019
Class of 2020
Class of 2021
SPRC: 1.Kelli Wilker son
2. Gloria Hale
3. Julie Guy (chair)
Finance: 1. J udy Super naw
2. Sandy Kimbrough (chair) 3. Jim Knox
Trustees 1. Tom Weather s
2. Kiefer Jones
3. Vern Fuller (chair to be elected)
Lay Nominations: Entire Leadership Team.
At Large Members: Lay Leader (Bever ly Dollar ), Tr easur er (Patti McKinney), J ackie Hull
Ex officio members: Pastor , Staff including: Youth Dir ector , Childr en’s Director, Admin. Assistant.
Staff members have voice, but no vote on SPRC matters.
New year, New beginnings, and New Year’s Blessings,
Pastor Susan

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

JANUARY 2019
1/21
NO SCHOOL / NO ASAC

PANCAKES
& PAJAMAS
~Kids Night Out~
1/13
4:00-7:00pm
$5 per child, $15 family max

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 Beverly Dollar, Travis
Dollar, Robin Edens,
Dale Cooley, and Tish
Burrill for providing
music on Christmas Eve. It was
beautiful!
 Becky Sinpson for playing Sunday
in worship, with no warning, and
being dragged away from brunch!
 Cathy Allred for heading our worship committee, and for buying
and caring for the poinsettias for
weeks during December!
 Tom Weathers, for moving all of
the gravel delivered to the LAF
Building Playground.
 Patti McKinney and Jennifer
Brooks, for staying up late and for
helping Pastor Meg with the Lockout!
 Joe and Gloria Hale for furnishing
hot dogs and food for the lock-out.








Gifts are given…

In honor of FUMC Skiatook,
by the estate of Dixie Huffman.
To the parking lot fund, In
memory of Ireland Brock, by
Joyce Brock
To the LAF Building
Debt Relief by Judy
Supernaw
To the LAF Building
Debt Relief by Glenn
& Mary Nelson
To the LAF Building Debt Relief by Peck & Glendell Brown

Congratulations to Elmer Mills, and Jerry
& Sheril Lewis on the newest addition to
their family! On December 29, Rebecca &
Tyler Ramsey welcomed Ella Jean to the
world. Rebecca grew up here at SFUMC,
and is Jerry and Sheril’s daughter and
Elmer’s granddaughter. What a blessing!

Red Cross Blood Drive
Jan 31, 2019
12:30pm — 6:30pm
Room 103,
Church Building

A Year in Review
As the year comes to a close, the staff
would like to put together a year in review
through photographs. If you have photos
of various activities of you or family
members involved in church activities,
missions, or even acts of service done
outside the church that you don’t mind
sharing, please email
them to the church
office or drop them off
with Ka’Lu. This will
be shared during service in January.

United Methodist Women
Our United Methodist Women would like
to invite all ladies of the church to their
next meeting. It will be held in room 103
on Tuesday, January 8th at 10:00am.

Thank you so much
for the love offering
taken for me this
year at Christmas! This congregation
means so much to me. I appreciate
your generosity. I am so blessed to
pastor this church! Pastor Susan

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Two very important positions in the
workings of the church are Sunday
morning greeters and sign changers. If
you might be interested in helping with
either during the 2019 calendar year,
please call the office or visit with Pastor Susan.
Two to three greeters to help at Sunday
worship service, with a month-long
commitment would be perfect. You
simply need a smile, a welcoming attitude and be prepared to assist guests
and members in whatever way you
can! Greeters are the face of the church
to new guests and first time attenders.
The outside sign simply requires a once
a week change. You pick the quote or
verse displayed. If there is an event
coming up, that may be displayed instead. This is also done on a monthly
rotation. If you enjoy working “behind
the scenes” this may be the job for you!

Many of you may be aware that the
United Methodist Church has been
in a bit of turmoil and controversy
for the past few years over the language in our Book of Discipline (our
definitive book of church policy).
Specifically, language about human
sexuality has been questioned by
both progressive and conservative
members of the greater church.
A special General Conference has
been called for February 2019 in St.
Louis MO to specifically address
this topic. I have spoken with some
of you individually about this, and
with a few smaller groups. No one
knows exactly what will happen, but
there are some plans being presented
to the General Conference that may
or may not affect the local church,
and/or the greater UMC at large.
On Jan. 27, 6-8 pm, at Meadowcreek
UMC in Collinsville, Rev. Dr. Jennifer Long of Oolagah UMC, Rev.
Mark Whitley of Meadowcreek
UMC, and Rev. Susan Whitley of
Skiatook, will host a meeting for our
three churches. This will be a Service of Worship and Holy Conversation on the Way Forward, to lead
discussion on the decisions facing
The United Methodist Church and
their impact on the local church. We
encourage you to attend if you have
questions or would like to know
what’s going on. If enough people
are interested, we could get someone
to take the church van over. There
will be a follow-up meeting later in
March after General Conference, to
discuss decisions that were made.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Building Usage
In the past, Skiatook FUMC has had a
policy to be open and inviting to
members of the community as well as
to members of the congregation.
While maintaining that open door
policy in regards to building usage, it
is also important to make sure that the policy and procedures that are in place are known and followed.
It is requested that if you would like to “rent” either
building –the church building or the LAF, that you
please call the church office and speak with Ka’Lu, as
she maintains the scheduling calendar. At that time,
she will discuss date and time for picking up keys for
building entrance, signing a “building use form,” and
any fees that might be due. The building use form
gives a list of expectations regarding the return of the
building. (Cleaning up after your group, no broken
equipment, returning keys, etc.) It is requested that
keys be picked up two to three days before the event,
with time made to review lights, location of supplies,
etc.
Due to higher usage and an increase in utilities over
the last few years, it is necessary that we begin to request and collect the nominal fees put in place by the

PLEASE RECYCLE!

board of trustees, as well as a deposit. While there are
set fees for non-church members, groups, and for
profit sessions, there are no set fees for congregation
members. You are simply encouraged to make a donation to the church, marking it “Building Use.”
LAF Building:
Non-Church Member or Group Party/ Non-Profit
Group Meeting:
$400 Deposit (check not deposited unless there is
damage) and $50/4 hours or $100/5 hours +
Non-Church Group for Profit:
$400 Deposit (check not cashed unless there is
damage), and $100/4 hours or $200/5 hours +
A deposit check and a separate check for fees are required a week before the event date. The facilities
must be returned in the same or better condition than
it was found. Deposit checks are returned upon inspection of the facilities by the church’s staff. The
Pastor has the discretion to waive any or all fees for
any individual or group.
Skiatook FUMC is a smoke-free and alcohol free facility at all times. Should you have any questions or
concerns with the forgoing policy and procedures,
please feel free to speak with Pastor Susan. Your understanding and cooperation is greatly appreciated!

