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Safety and Security in Skiatook 

You who live in the shelter of the Most High who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to 

the lord “My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.”  For he will deliver 

you…….and under his wings you will find refuge.  Psalm 91:  1-4 (NIV) 

During Advent, we focused on the messages that the Angels gave to Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the shep-
herds.   The message of the Angels always began with “Do not be afraid.”  This is still a timely message for to-
day.  There seems to be much to worry about, much to fear, and much to think about in terms of safety and secu-
rity in today’s world, just like there was in the time of Jesus.  While we never want to focus on these messages 
of fear, as a church we are certainly called to address the reality of our world, and find ways to be faithful while 
still being prepared for whatever may happen. 
 
In December, we had a meeting for anyone interested, in which we addressed issues of safety and security for 
our campus—both the main building and the LAF Building. In light of recent violent events around the country, 
we wanted to do an inventory of our own building in regards to locks, doors, emergency exits, and emergency 
procedures.  While we realize that we can never be 100% safe and secure from violence and acts of evil, we do 
want to be prepared and have a contingency plan, as much as possible.  This will be an ongoing conversation, 
and is not meant to inconvenience anyone, though some of the changes may do just that. 
 
Beginning in January, there will be only two entrance points available into the main building.   Other doors will 
be kept locked at all times, with signs directing people to the proper entrance.  The double glass doors near the 
Missions Area and the double glass doors across from the LAF building will be unlocked, and used as entrance 
points.  The glass doors just outside the Sanctuary, and the door on the south side by the office will remain 
locked at all times.   This will in no way hinder them being used as exit doors, due to the panic bars and the way 
they lock. We will have temporary signs put up, with more permanent ones being ordered. LAF doors will also 
be kept locked during Sunday School and Children’s Church. Additionally, all doors will be locked 15-20 
minutes after church begins.  We will have an usher or greeter assigned to be present to let in any latecomers.     
 
Other things to be done include possibly replacing exit door in front of sanctuary (presently covered up by a 
banner) to be easier to open in case of an emergency exit. Other doors will be examined to see if new locks or 
bars are needed, with possibly a buzzer system to allow people into the building. Again, this is an ongoing con-
versation and is not meant to inconvenience anyone.  We do not want to do anything to deter guests, or show 
inhospitality, but we also want to be cautious and smart. There is always a fine line between extravagant hospi-
tality and safety.  Will you pray with me that this new calendar year will be full of hope, joy, peace, and love? 
 

#MoreSafety 

 Pastor Susan  

 



 

 



 



 
Misc. Happenings 
Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Sheril Lewis, Lora 
Cartner, Sandy 
Kimbrough, Kelie 
Underwood, Jerry 
Lewis, Susie Par-
tain, Sharon Langenberg, Julie 
Guy, Doug Langenberg,  Nark 
& Patti McKinney, Janet 
Murnan, & many of you in our 
congregation for sorting, shop-
ping, and helping to distribute 
angel tree gifts 

 Mark & Patti McKinney, and 
James and Sandi Prather, for 
driving the CHUMS on their 
outings last month. 

 Mark McKinney, for taking the 
van and having the tires 
checked and repaired. 

 Joe Hale, for serving as our Fi-
nance Chair for the last 7 years. 

 Robin Edens, for painting the 
fabulous angel wings in the foy-
er for our Angels Among Us! 

 Beverly and Lindsey Dollar for 
doing the lettering on the Angel 
Wings. 

Condolences 

Our thoughts 
and prayers are 
with Rosemary 
and Ron Hill and 
the family and friends of Ms. Bonnie 
Holloway, who now rests in the 
arms of our Lord and Savior. We 
pray God’s covering over them, as 
we mourn along with them, for the 
loss of their sweet Mama. May they 
be comforted and strengthened as 
they mourn her earthly passing.   

Gifts are given... 
 The LAF Building Fund by 

Glenn & Mary Nelson and 
Peck & Glendell 
Brown 

 Many gifts to the 
Community An-
gel Tree in honor 
of God 

As we go into 2018, let us not 

forget God’s calling on us as 

Christians. Let’s continue to be 

“hashtaggers” of the gospel.                 

#MoreHope #MorePeace 

#MoreJoy #MoreLove 

#MoreLife #DoNotBeAfraid 

The United Methodist Women appreci-

ate all who placed bids on their Silent 

Auction Baskets. There were a wide 

range of baskets, and some bids came 

down to the final seconds of closing. 

The winners of each basket are listed 

below. Congratulations! 

   Rosemary Hill...Baby Boy Basket 

   Mary Overlease...Baby Girl Basket 

   Mary Ann Hobza...Bath & Body Works 

   Mark Boynton...Clean Car Bucket 

   Patti McKinney...Chiropractic Visit 

   Ryan Hobza...Dog Lovers Basket 

   Mona Keeline...Fun and Games 

   Glenna Long...Handmade Everything 

   Cindy Easky...My Special Day 

   Julie Guy...New Orleans Goodies 

   Nita Whitney...OSU Basket 

   Glenna Long...Red Kitchen Stuff 

   Dale Cooley...Thunder Tote w/Tickets 

   Kathy Boynton...Tulsa Drillers Basket 

The UMW meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10am in room 103. All la-

dies of the church are invited to partici-

pate as their schedule allows.  

A Grateful Heart 

Thank you ALL so much for the 
wonderful expressions of love and 
sympathy in the death of my mom, 
Charlena Colleps.  I appreciate you 
all allowing me the time to be gone 
for days at a time over the course 
of three months.  Special thanks go 
to Ka’Lu and Linda, for taking care 
of so much while I was away.   
Thank you for your donation to 
CARC (Calcasieu Association of 
Retarded Citizens) in her memory.  
I especially appreciate the love of-
fering to help offset expenses I in-
curred traveling.  I AM SO 
BLESSED TO BE YOUR PASTOR!  

With Heartfelt Gratitude... 

Thank you to our church for the 

overflowing love, texts, cards, meal, 

and the most beautiful service in our 

church. Ms Judy, Thank you for the 

planning and arranging of our family 

meal and all your helpers that I can-

not name for fear of leaving some-

one out. All of you are angels! Rob-

in, my classmate and friend’s music 

was so beautiful. The message by 

Pastor Susan, was one of the best 

messages we have ever heard at a 

funeral. What a tribute to our Mama. 

There were so many of our family 

members/friends that made com-

ments on her message. Above all, 

Ms. Bonnie, our Mama was glad to 

be back home in the church she had 

loved, served and raised her children. 

Thank you, Skiatook FUMC and 

staff, again for your love and friend-

ship during this difficult time. We 

love you.  

 Rosemary and Ron Hill and Mike and 

Elaine Holloway Family  

And the Winners Are... 

The United Methodist Men would like 

to thank all who purchased raffle tick-

ets during their Heavenly Holiday Meat 

Assortment Raffle. Congratulations to 

the three winners! With regret, the men 

were contacted too late to get names. 

The UMM invite all men of the church 

to join them at meetings on the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month, 6:00pm, for 

a great time of fellowship and discus-

sion on ways to reach out and show 

God’s love to others.   



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 
 

9:30:  Brunch 
10:30  Worship  
 
 
 

1New Year’s 
Day-Church Of-
fice Closed 

11/12:30:  level 1 
yoga/Stretching 

 

 

2 
 
 
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 

3 
Skiatook Public 
Schools & 
ASAC Resumes 
 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 
6 pm:  Youth  

4 
1:00 Chums 
Game Day 
 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

5 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
11:30:  Stretching 
 

 

6 

Epiphany 

7 
 
 
8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
 
 
 
  

8 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

Finance mtg:  
6:00 pm 

 

9 
 
10:00 UMW  
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

10 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 
 

3-4:30: FIX Re-
sumes 

 

6:00: UMM 

6 pm:  Youth  

11 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

 
 

12 
10:00:  Yoga 

10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30: Stretching 
 
 
 

13 

 

14 
8:30: Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
 

 

11:45: Trustees 

15 
Marin Luther 
King, Jr’s Birth-
day Observance 

Church Office 
Closed 

11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
 

 

16 
 
 
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

17 
 
11am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 

3-4:30: FIX  

6:00: Youth 

 

18 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
 

19 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30:  Stretching 
 
 

20 

 

 

21 
8:30 Worship 

9:30: Sunday 
School  

10:30 Worship/b 

 
 

22 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

 

12:30: Stretching 
 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

23 
 

 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7 pm:  Boy Scouts 

 

24 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga   

12:30: Stretching 
3-4:30: FIX  

 

6 pm:  Youth  

 

25 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

26 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30:  Stretching 

27 
 

28 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30: Worship 

  

4:00-7:00: Kids 
Night Out 

29 

11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

 

12:30: Stretching 
 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

30 
 

 

 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7 pm:  Boy Scouts 

31 
 
11 am: Level 1 
yoga 
 
12:30: Stretching 
3-4:30: FIX  

 

6 pm:  Youth  

Feb. 1 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6p:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

Feb. 2 
Groundhog 
Day 

10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30Prayer 
Group 
 
11:30:  Stretching 
 
 

Feb. 3 

 

A S A C  C l o s e d  



 Skiatook First United Methodist Church 

1007 S. Osage 

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

 Van Policies and Procedures   

We were so blessed by the fundraising of the congrega-

tion last year that allowed us to buy such a great, “like-

new” van. We have used it for children, youth, young 

adults, UMW, and seniors.  In other words, just about 

everybody! Thank you! It has been used to transport kids 

to camp, youth to events, mission trips, Sunday School 

class outings, and even Scouts!  The Trustees did howev-

er, put in place some policies and procedures that we 

want to make sure everyone is aware of. 

• Reserving the van:  There is a sign up calendar in 

the church office.  Please sign up to reserve the van, 

including date and times needed.  It is first come, first 

serve.  Please mark down the dates as soon as you 

know your group will need it.  Groups may not bump 

another group who has previously signed up. 

 

• Drivers:  We have an approved list of drivers.  Only 

people on that list may drive the van on outings.  Re-

quirements include:  a valid copy of your driver’s 

license, a DMV background check run by Ka’Lu 

(cost is $40.00—church will pay, but donations are 

appreciated if possible).  The DMV background 

check must turn up a clean driving record.   Ap-

proved drivers must read and sign off on operating 

procedures, including safety items and checklist. 

 

• Condition of Van:   The van should be ready to go 

upon departure.  Groups who use the van must return 

it with a full gas tank, and all trash and other items 

removed from van.  Fill out a check request and turn 

in receipts to Patti, our treasurer, for reimbursement 

of gas money used. (We have a budget item for gaso-

line).  There is to be no eating or drinking in the van, 

with the exception of long  trips (such as mission 

trips, etc.)  Even then, extreme caution should be 

used. Van should be vacuumed if necessary.  We 

want to keep it clean! 

Thanks for helping keep our van in great shape!  We are 

so fortunate to have it!  Thank you all so much!!!  


