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Prayer in Skiatook
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in
mind, be alert and always keep on praying…..” Eph. 6: 18 (NIV)
As I write this month’s newsletter article, the calendar reflects that we have begun a new year. As I think about the
coming year and the various needs that we have as a church, and make plans for our congregation, I realize that the starting point of any reflection or any “planning” is prayer. So this year, from the beginning, I am asking our church to focus on prayer, and to revitalize our congregation and ourselves through the spiritual discipline of prayer, meditation and
the reading of scripture. While we should each be praying every day—-praying for ourselves, our friends and family,
our church, our community, and anything and anyone else we can think of to pray for—I am asking for a special 40 day
prayer vigil, in which at least 40 different individuals commit to pray each day (any length of time—even 5 minutes!)
specifically for our church, for the ministries of the church, and for the community of Skiatook. I would love for our
church to be “covered” each day by deliberate, thoughtful prayer. We will have a 40 day prayer vigil poster; beginning
Jan. 1 –Feb. 9. Please choose a day when you are willing to pray, and sign your name in the square. Each square may
certainly have more than one name, but we would like for each day to be covered.

The writer of Ephesians reminds us to pray at all times, for all things. In 1 Thessalonians 5:1, we are told to pray without
ceasing. In other words, prayer is an essential part of a healthy spiritual life. Prayer is our lifeline to God. Though we
may not understand exactly how prayer works, we have the promise and assurance that God hears our prayers and is
compassionate. Prayer expresses what we humans often like to ignore: our own state of fragile dependence. Jim Cymbala, in Fresh W ind, Fresh Fire, writes “I have discovered an astonishing truth: God is attracted to weakness. God can’t
resist those who humbly and honestly admit how desperately they need Him. Our weakness, in fact, makes room for
God’s power.” (p. 19) When we admit that we need help and that we are in fact dependent on God’s grace, then we are
better able to see God begin to work in our lives, in our families, in our church, and in our world. Prayer changes our perspective on life, and allows room for God to communicate and work within us.
Just as prayer is a spiritual discipline for our personal lives, so it is the same with our church. A church that is a praying
church can better see God’s movement within the life of the church. As a congregation becomes a praying people, it becomes more open to the leading of the Holy Spirit and hearing God’s voice as we are directed in ministry. Charles
Spurgeon, a great British preacher, once wrote “The condition of a church may be very accurately gauged by the level of
its prayer….If God be near a church, it must pray. If God be not there, one of the first tokens of his absence will be a
slothfulness in prayer.” (Spurgeon at His Best, p. 155)
What is the level of the prayer life of the congregation of our church? Are we a praying church, or aren’t we? Let’s
make a conscious choice to be a praying church. In the coming weeks, especially throughout the beginning of this year,
will you be in prayer with me? Can we become “a praying church?”

With Prayer and Blessings,
Pastor Susan

January Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Acolyte Calendar:
Jan 4th: Mallory / Lexi
Jan. 11th: Will / Tyler
Jan 18th: Oki / Gabe
Jan 25th: Lizzy / Mallory
Thank you to everyone who helped make it possible
for the children of Skiatook FUMC to be in the
Christmas parade! Reverend Susan, Mona Keeline,
Gary & Linda Tucker

The children of the
Christmas story!
!
Sunday School—each week at 9:30
JANUARY LESSONS
“THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT"
4th – Love 11th – Joy
18th – Peace
25th - Patience
Please contact Miria Jones if you are able to help!
Kids—Don’t forget to
bring your Bibles!

Thanks to Alan and
Joanna Darrow for
playing Mr. and Mrs.
Claus!

NEW FIX SUNDAY SCHOOL!
We will be starting a new Sunday School class each
Sunday at 9:30 for
our FIX (5th and 6th
grade) aged children.
This is a unique age
for “tweens”—
they’re too old to be
in Sunday School
with the smaller children, but not quite
ready for youth! We
feel that this age
group needs a
little deeper faith development than what
they would get in Sunday School geared for
younger children.
Leslie Allred has volunteered to teach this
class. But we need one thing for this to happen. WE NEED YOUR KIDS! If you have a
5th or 6th grader, please encourage them to
come to this new class. Because we now offer Wednesday and Sunday activities for FIX
age, Children’s Church will stop at 4th
grade. This will be much more age appropriate for their faith development.

Misc. Happenings
Welcome to our newest members!

With winter upon us, please
check the church website, facebook page, and/or tv stations for
possible cancellations due to
weather. We will rarely cancel,
but if conditions are too icy or
dangerous, we may be closed.
We will do our very best to keep
everyone informed.
Have you ‘Liked”
us on facebook?
Be sure and keep
up with news and
church activities via our FB
page. Find us at:
https://www.facebook.com/
skiatookfumc

Welcome to Jim and Paula Knox,
who transferred membership from
Ochelata United Methodist Church.
Also welcome to James Prather,
who joined with a Profession of
Faith!

Servant
Spotlight
Many
thanks to:




Finance News
Thank you so much to

all of you have given
so generously this

past year. Your gifts
have been used to do so much in the community
and the congregation itself. You have helped
feed the hungry, provided school supplies and
Christmas gifts to children, and supported relief
efforts and missions around the world through
our connectional giving.

Thank you to those who turned in a commitment
card. Discipleship is about giving of our resources, including prayers, presence, witness,
and our financial resources! I look forward to
seeing what God does in the coming year!

Sheril
Lewis for
heading up the Angel Tree mission that
we have just completed . She had the
help of dozens of volunteers—thank
you to each and every one of you.
Ka’Lu Underwood for her hours of
work spent on Angel Tree applications
and calls. This is above and beyond her
regular duties.
All of our volunteer musicians who gave
us such beautiful Advent and Christmas
music throughout December.
Worship Committee who spent so much
time decorating the church, changing
out paraments, preparing communion,
and the reception on Christmas Eve.

Gifts Are Given……
To the children’s ministry in loving
memory of Kenneth and Stephen
Huffman, by Dixie Huffman.

Our Sympathies to
Tish Burrill
and the
family of
Clancy Burrill. Clancy
passed away on Dec. 29
at St. John’s Hospital.
Clancy will be sorely
missed! Our prayers are
with you all. The family
asks that in lieu of flowers, donations be made
to FUMC Skiatook in
Clancy’s memory.
Welcome to the Family
of God!
What a privilege it was to
baptize Kathryn Amelia
Ann Healey, newborn
daughter of Clint and
Sherry Healey, and sister
of Makenzie Healey. The
Healeys are our active
duty military family, currently stationed in Alabama. We are so glad you
chose to return to your
“home church” to have
Katie baptized! Blessings
on your family, and this
new chapter in your lives.
We are glad to be a part
of it!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

RECYCLE PLEASE

New Leader’s Workshop
Owasso FUMC will host a New Leader’s Workshop on January 11, from 2:30-5:00 p.m.

This is

for members and chairpersons of Administrative
Council, SPRC, Trustees and Finance. This will
replace the older “Reignite/Local church leader’s
workshop that was held each January. There is
no charge, but participants need to register
through the District Office. This is recommended
if you are a first time committee meeting or chair.
You will find it helpful and informative.

Our District Superintendent, Dr. George Warren
will lead the session on SPRC, and Brian Bakeman, our conference treasurer will lead the session on Finance and Trustees.

Oklahoma Heart Institute will be offering LifeLine screening on January 19, in the LAF building. There are various screening packages available for various prices. Screening tests include
Stroke/carotid artery screening, aneurysm
screening, osteoporosis screening, and many
others. These tests are NOT covered by Medicare.
An appointment is necessary, and you
must register. Information is available on the
pink sheets on the church information table.
This is a community service offered by OHI, not
sponsored in any way by the church. To register for an appointment and to receive a $10
discount, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitypartners for more information.

