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Observing Lent in Skiatook
“When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me Teacher and Lord, and rightly so, for
that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher have washed your feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet.” John 13: 12-14 (NIV)
On the night before Jesus’ death, he washed the feet of his disciples. This was a very lowly, dirty task, most likely often performed by servants or slaves of the master. Jesus is demonstrating his humility and love towards the
disciples, and then commands them to do the same towards each other. Jesus reminds them that even though he
has position as their Teacher and Lord, he still serves them in love and humility. This is a reminder for all of us
to serve in love and humility. This story is the classic example of how we are called to be a part of the kingdom
of God through servant leadership.
March 5 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten season. Lent is the 40 days (not including Sundays) that
lead through Holy Week, and culminate in Good Friday, and then Easter—the Resurrection! During this time, it
is an opportunity for Christians to reflect on and consider the reality of God’s ongoing story of salvation in our
lives. Though we give thanks throughout the year for the work God has done and is doing in our lives, Lent is a
special opportunity to renew our commitment to God, and to examine our practices as Christian disciples. After
Jesus washes the feet of his disciples, he reminds them that no servant is greater than the master, and instructs
them to follow his example.
How are we doing in our daily lives, following Christ’s example to love and serve others, and to do so in a spirit
of servant leadership? Lent has traditionally been a time when Christians decide to “give up” something in an act
of penitence or sacrifice. What are you “giving up” this Lenten season? Sacrifices such as giving up chocolate,
or coffee, or movies, etc. are OK, but I wonder if that was really what Christ had in mind in his final instructions
to the twelve disciples? I wonder how the kingdom of God would benefit if each of us decided to “give up”
something that actually made a difference in the world? Would it be possible for us to “give up” hurtful words,
or gossip and instead spread messages of hope and encouragement? What if we could “give up” our ego that
causes us to seek our own glory, rather than God’s glory? How would it look if we “gave up” our pride, and became humble servants, rather than serving ourselves, even for a day or two? What if we “gave up” bitterness or
anger over something that happened long ago? What if we still gave up that daily Starbucks, but instead donated
the amount saved to a mission project of our choice? How difficult would it be to “give up” an additional hour
on Sunday and join a Sunday School class or start a new small group?
During this Lenten season, will you pray with me about what we can “give up” for the benefit of God’s kingdom
here on Earth? Will you prayerfully consider what God is calling you to do in the way of servant leadership? I
recently heard a TV preacher ask “What would the Kingdom of God look like on Earth, if every Christian were
just like you?” Wow. What a powerful question. How do we want to answer that?
Lenten Blessings,

Pastor Susan

March Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

Mark Your Calendar for
these Upcoming
Events:
March 23:
Family
lunch/
movie—the new Veggie Tales
movie “Veggies in Space: The
Fennel Frontier”
April 6: New Sunday School
kick-off
April 6: Lenten Wor kshop,
11:45 after worship
April 13: Palm Sunday
April 20: Easter Sunday
(brunch and Easter Egg hunt
during Sunday School hour)
Family Movie Day
We will be showing the new
Veggie Tales movie “Veggies
in Space: The Fennel Frontier” immediately after worship on Sunday, March 23.
Lunch will be provided. This
movie isn’t available in stores
yet! Come on over to the
movie room in the LAF building, we will
break out the
popcorn machine, and enjoy a wholesome event
with your families!

New Sunday School Kickoff Beginning!
Linda Tucker, Joanna Darrow and the Children’s Council have
been working for several months trying to re-vamp and revitalize our children’s Sunday School experience. It has been
decided that our new program will follow a VBS-like format. In
fact, we will be using VBS curriculum from several years ago
(2006 to be exact). Sunday School will include the videos, music, (songs and dances), and rotation type lessons done in each
day’s VBS. Each Sunday will be a different day of the VBS curriculum. We are
starting with Adventure of the Treas-

ure Seekers: Exploring God’s
Promises. It promises to be a high energy, high impact fun learning time for
all ages. It will take approximately 6
weeks to go through the curriculum.

Children’s Church will follow along
the same theme! Each week, the
Children’s Church leader will use the rotation from the particular
“Day” of the VBS curriculum during our second service. The
children will get two different, yet similar thematically taught
lessons in the same day, tying together the Biblical concepts.

Q: WHAT DO WE NEED FROM YOU?
A: YOUR CHILDREN!
We are asking each family with children to commit to bringing
your children to Sunday School as often as you can, realizing
there will be conflicts from time to time. We can’t have a children’s program without YOUR kids! Our kids deserve the gift of
Biblical instruction each week.
Thanks to Joanna Darrow, Traci Rosser, and Mona &
John Keeline for volunteering to lead this new Sunday
School adventure! We still have slots for Children’s
Church!

THANKS!

Misc. Happenings
Emmaus Continued…

If you are interested in going, pick
up a brochure on the church info
table for more information, or
check out the website:
http://emmaus.upperroom.org/

Have you ever wondered about
the Walk to Emmaus? You
know, that event that a few
folks from the church have
attended, and that Pastor Susan
goes all the way to Hong Kong
to help with?
The Walk to Emmaus is a 72
hour spiritual retreat (Thurs.
evening-Sun. afternoon) held
twice a year at an area church.
Emmaus is open to church
members of various denominations—it is not exclusively
United Methodist.
The weekend is designed to
help you learn in new, deeper
ways about God’s grace, and
how it expresses itself in community and in the world. You
will leave with an experience
of Christian love in action that
will equip you for new levels
of grace-filled leadership and
service.
Upcoming weekends are
March 27-30 (Men’s) and
April 3-6. (Women’s). Pastor
Susan Whitley and Rev. Mark
Whitley are the Spiritual Directors for the Men’s weekend.
Continued next column...

It may be THE most transformational weekend you will ever experience! You will not leave the
same! For more info or an application, talk to Pastor Susan or Linda Tucker.

Join us on
Wednesday,
March 5th at
6:30 as we
begin the Season of Lent
with a service
of repentance and ashes. Lent
marks the 40 day period leading
up to Easter where we recount
the struggles and sacrifice made
by Christ through his death on
the cross, and then resurrection
on Easter Sunday.
Lent is a time to genuinely reflect upon our own mortality,
and examine our lives in light
of that. Please consider making
time for this important ritual.

CPR CLASS TO BE OFFERED
A CPR Class will be offered on Saturday, March 29 from 9 am-1 pm. Certification
is required every two years. We ask any of our volunteers and employees who work
with children or youth to take this. Cost will be approx. $35.00. Call the office to
sign up or for further information.

Fifth Sunday Brunch
Bring your favorite covered dish
(home-made or store bought) on
Sunday, March 30. We will have
our fifth Sunday brunch during the Sunday
School hour. It
is a great time
to visit with our
church family, especially with
those who may go to a different
service from us. Bring your appetite, and invite a friend!

Servant Spotlight:
Thanks to:
**Debbie Seals, Beverly Dollar,
Cathy Allred, Jackie Hull and
Robin Edens. They are our musical volunteers who help lead
worship each week!
**Dick Allen, Chuck Allred,
and Cherilyn Jones for leading
and teaching the adult Sunday

our Sympathies
To the family of emma Roberts. The church
was recently notified that she
passed away late
last year.

School classes and Bible studies
each week.
**Judy Supernaw, Beverly Dollar, Patti McKinney, Diana
Snyder, and Sharon Langenberg for helping with the afterschool program each week.
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yoga
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11:30: Trustees
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5:30: Weight
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10:00 UMW
5:30: Weight
Watchers

5:15 Handbells
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8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
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10:30 Worship
11:45: Veggie
Tales Movie/
Lunch
5:30: Youth
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8:30 Worship
9:30: 5th Sunday Brunch
10:30 Worship
5:30: Youth
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Noon: level 1
yoga
6:30: Cub
Scouts

Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

Noon: level 1
yoga
6:30: Cub
Scouts

noon: level
1 yoga
3:00 FIX
5:15 Bells
6:30 ASH
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
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noon:
level 1 yoga
3:00 FIX
5:15 Handbells
6:00 Choir
6:30 Divergent
Book Club
6:30 UMM

noon: level 1
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6:00 Choir
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5:30: Weight
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noon: level 1
yoga
3:00 FIX
5:15 Handbells
6:00 Choir
6:30 Divergent
Book Club

610:00 Prayer

1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6:pmLevel 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study

7
8:30 CHUMS
Potluck Lunch
Old Fellowship Hall

1310:00 Pray- 14
er
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6:pmLevel 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study

30 Hour
Famine Postponed due to
weather

8

Daylight Savings Time—
Spring Forward! Set your
clocks ahead 1
hour!

15

Skiatook Public Schools are
out.

2010:00 Pray- 21
er
1:00 CHUMS
4:30 Chair Yoga
6:pmLevel 2
Yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

12:00
CHUMS
Breakfast
@The Sperry
Diner

22

27

28

29

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30 Chair Yoga
6:pmLevel 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study

Men’s Walk to
Emmaus:
Thursday
27th—Sun. 30
th

Women’s
Walk to Emmaus, April
3-6.

CPR Training
9am-1pm
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New Adult Sunday School Class Forming!
Pastor Susan Whitley will be co-teaching a new adult
class with one of our newest members, Michael Rowland. The class will be a discussion oriented class,
with all welcome to give input. We will cover relevant
topics to today’s world, but want to focus on fellowship, and on creating a deep, meaningful discipleship
in our families and our lives. The class may entail
some topical studies, as well as short-term studies.
Join us for a few weeks in March and April as
we practice 3-4 songs to sing during Lent and
on Easter Sunday. Practice is from 6-7 p.m. on
Wednesdays.
We have many wonderful voices in this church,
and hope to have a few more of you join us.
Please consider using your gift of music to help
us as we “make a joyful noise”. It takes all
kinds of hands (and voices) to make worship a
creative, meaningful experience.

We will begin the class
with “stand alone” lessons, and use Rob Bell’s
Nooma videos. Each video is only a few minutes
long, and deals with a particular aspect of our lives
(sorrow, joy, busy-ness, doubt, etc.) The video will be
followed with discussion and sharing.
All ages are welcome, but if you are not currently attending a class or other study, and especially if you
are planning on bringing your children to our new
Sunday School, then we have something for you as
well! Class begins April 6! Invite your friends to join
us! Get plugged in!

