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Christmas in Skiatook 

  

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel—which means ‘God with us’.”  

Matthew 1:22-23 (NIV) 

 

 At Christmas, we are often bombarded with radio stations that play Christmas songs all day every day in the 

weeks leading up to December 25.  While many of us may enjoy listening to them, we often get tired of the more 

annoying songs that seem to have little to do with the birth of Christ.  “Grandma Got Run Over by A Reindeer” 

may be one of my least favorite Christmas songs ever!  I know that we each have one or more.  However, one that 

is a favorite of many is “Little Drummer Boy.”  While the song itself may not exactly be Biblical, it does have a 

message that is indeed appropriate for us to remember during this Advent and Christmas season. 

 

In the song “Little Drummer Boy”, the child realizes that the birth of Jesus is indeed a significant moment in the 

history of human kind.  He realizes that he has no gift to bring to the Christ Child, so he simply offers himself and 

his talent of playing the drum.  “I play my drum for Him”, he tells Mary and the Holy Family. What a lesson for 

each of us to learn.  We forget that the simplest offering we can make to Jesus is simply that of ourselves. 

 

Mike Slaughter, pastor of Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church in Ohio, published a book a few years ago ti-

tled “Christmas---It’s Not Y our Birthday.  Rev. Slaughter reminds us that before we get completely caught up in 

the gift giving, traditions, and consumerism of the season, we need to remember that this season is not about us!  

It’s not about the gifts, the decorations, the baking, the traditions, Santa Claus, or any of those other things we au-

tomatically bring to mind.  Christmas, at its heart, is simply acknowledging the birth of our Savior, and worship-

ping the God who came to live among us.  Emmanuel---literally “God with us.” 

 

This year, I encourage you to ask yourself, like the Little Drummer Boy, “What gift can I give to Christ this year?”  

How can I use my talents, my gifts, my witness, my service, and my life to further the Kingdom of God on earth?  I 

invite each of you to take inventory, and come up with one “gift” you can give to Jesus this year. I invite you to 

give the gift of yourself! After all, it’s not your birthday! 

 

Christmas Blessings, 

Pastor Susan 



December Children’s News 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

ADVENT WORKSHOP DEC. 8 

Ready to take your family back in 

time?  Want to make family memo-

ries?  Then reserve the afternoon of 

Dec. 8 for “ONE STARRY NIGHT”.  

As soon as you set foot into the old 

fellowship hall, your family will trav-

el back in time to Bethlehem.  You’ll 

taste, see and smell what daily life 

was like when Jesus was born.  

You’ll find stations and activities for 

kids of all ages, so bring your whole 

family! 

Immedi-

ately after 

worship 

on Sun-

day, Dec. 

8,  lunch 

will be 

served in 

the LAF building, and then the doors 

will open to One Starry Night.  Activ-

ities should be finished by 1:30 or so. 

There’s something for everyone! 

 

Encourage your child to bring a 

friend.  The more, the merrier.  Please 

call the church office at 918-396-

2519 and let us know if you are com-

ing.  We want to have enough sup-

plies, goodies and food for everyone 

to enjoy the fun! 

Children’s Program 
and Visit with Santa —
December 22 ! 

      We will have one wor-
ship service at 10:30 on 
Sunday, Dec. 22.  That 
day, we will have a spe-
cial service of Lessons & 
Carols, a Children’s pro-
gram that is interactive 
and needs no rehearsal, 
and some special musical 
performances by some of 
our children and youth.  
The service will be fol-
lowed by cookies and a 
visit with Santa! 

       We hope to make 
this a really big special 
day for our children, so 
we invite all parents to 
bring the kids and en-
courage them to partici-
pate in the program.  
These are the kinds of 
activities that make spe-
cial Christmas memories! 

Church Wide Caroling 

We will go Christmas Car-

oling on Sunday, Dec. 15 at 

5 p.m.  Come on out and 

bring the kids as we sing 

to some of our shut-ins 

and others, and share the 

joy of Christmas with 

them!  We will meet back 

here for hot chocolate 

 afterwards! 

  

Acolytes Needed! 

We would like to 
have more of our 
children partici-
pating in lighting 
the candles each 
Sunday.  It is very easy, and 
kids in grades 3 and up are 
encouraged to take a Sunday 
being an acolyte.  Please let     
the office know, and we will 
make a schedule. We will pro-
vide training. 

 



OPERATION ANGEL 

TREE 

Angel Tree time is here again.  

We have heard from so many 

families that have needed to 

ask for help during this holiday 

season.  With almost  200 an-

gel requests, we turn to you 

and ask you to once again 

open your hearts and help in 

any way you can with the An-

gel Tree.   

The cutout  angels are located 

on the Christmas tree in the 

foyer.  Please consider taking 

one if you can help.  Please 

return gifts, unwrapped, by 

Dec. 15 if possible. 

We will need volunteers to 

help pick up from Toys For 

Tots, check tags and names, 

sort, possibly shop, and then 

be available for distribution to 

the families on Monday, Dec. 

23.  Please call the church 

office, or let Sheril Lewis know 

if you can help.  This is a big 

undertaking, and we are the 

clearinghouse and organizers-

for the entire community of 

Skiatook.  Thanks for your 

help!  Be an angel to a little 

one! 

 

 

Misc. Happenings 

 

 

 

ORNAMENT EXCHANGE 

     If you would like to 
participate in a wom-

en’s  ornament ex-

change,(dirty Santa 

style),join us December 

5th at 7pm in the Old 

Fellowship Hall.  Bring 

a snack to share and a 

new ornament.  This is 

a great way to fellow-

ship with some of your 

sisters in Christ.   

Servant Spotlight 

Each month, we will highlight a 

few individuals who have con-

tributed their time and re-

sources to the church.  We do 

not mean to leave any one out.  

If you know someone who goes 

above and beyond , please let us 

know for  future reference. We 

have so many individuals who 

do so much.  Hopefully, we will 

eventually get to all of you!  We 

also think this will  inspire you 

to think of the many ways there 

are to help! 

—-Thanks to Dale Cooley for re-

furbishing the 

Sunday School 

room formerly 

known as the 

“planet room.” 

—-Thanks to 

those who clean  

the church each Friday morn-

ing. (Bev Dollar, Judy Super-

naw, Gunnar Anderson) and 

the Boy Scouts on Tuesday 

evening. 

—-Thanks to Vern Fuller and 

Debbie Bennett for changing 

the marquis each week! 

CHRISTMAS EVE!!!! 

Christmas Eve services are some of the most special of the whole year!  We 

have lots of guests, special music, and a nostalgia that manifests  itself in mind-

ful worship!  This year, as last year, we will have two worship services.  We 

will have a family friendly service time at 5 p.m., and then a second traditional 

service at 7 p.m.  There will be very light refreshments between the services 

(cupcakes, in a birthday party for Jesus.)  Invite a friend, bring your family, and 

join us as we worship our Savior.  Let’s keep Christ in Christmas! 

   Wed.  Advent Services 

Once again this year,  we 

will have a Soup Supper at 

6:15 pm and a short devo-

tion at 7 pm each Wednes-

day evening during Advent.  

Come on out 

and join us in 

this midweek 

break, as we 

prepare our 

hearts for 

Christmas.  It 

will warm 

your heart! 

  

  





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

8:30  Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 

10:30  Worship 

First Sunday of 
Advent 

2 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6:30:  Cub 
Scouts 

3 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

6:30  Griefshare 

7:00  Boy 
Scouts 

4 noon:  level 1 
yoga 

3:00 FIX 

5:15 Handbells 

6:15-7 : Soup 
Supper 

7-7:30: Advent 
Devotional 

5 10:00 Prayer 

1:00  CHUMS 

4:30  Chair Yo-
ga 

6:pmLevel 2 
Yoga 

7pm Bible Study 

7pm  Ornament 

6 
Noon:  CHUMS 

lunch 

 

7 

88:30  Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  Advent 
Workshop/lunch 

2nd Sunday of Ad-
vent 

9 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6:30:  Cub 
Scouts 

10  11 :00  
UMW lunch mtg 

3:00 CHUMS to 
nursing home  

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

6:30  Griefshare 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

11noon:  level 
1 yoga 

3:00 FIX 

5:15 Handbells 

6:15-7: Soup 
Supper 

7-7:30:  Advent 
Devotional 

12 10:00 Prayer 

1:00  CHUMS 

2:30—6 Red 
Cross Blood Drive 

4:30  Chair Yoga 

6:00 Level 2 Yoga 

7:00  Bible Study 

13 
noon CHUMS 
Christmas party 
 

Skiatook Christ-
mas Parade 

Youth Lock-in/
Christmas party 

14 

158:30  Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 

10:30  Worship 

Church wide 
Christmas Caroling  
5 p.m. 

3rd Sunday of Ad-
vent 

16 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

6:30:  Cub 
Scouts 

17 
5:30 Weight 
Watchers 

6:30  Griefshare 

7:00  Boy 
Scouts 

18 noon:  level 
1 yoga 

3:00 FIX till Six 
Christmas party 

5:15 Handbells 

6:15-7 Soup 
Supper 

7-7:30:  Advent 
Devotional 

1910:00 Pray-
er) 

1:00 CHUMS 

4:30  Chair Yo-
ga 

6:00 Level 2 
Yoga 

7:00  Bible 
Study 

20  
5:00 Angel Tree 
sort and shop 

 

21 
10:00 Angel 

Tree sort and 

shop 

229:30:  Sunday 
School 

10:30  Churchwide 
Worship 

Lessons/Carols & 
Children’s Program 

11:30  Visit by San-
ta! 

Commitment Sun-
day 

23 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

Angel Tree  

Distribution—
all day—  

9AM — 8PM 

24 
 Christmas 
Eve Services: 

5 pm 

7 pm 

Light refresh-
ments between 
services 

25 
 

26 
Church Office 

Closed 

27 

 

28 

 

29 8:30  Worship 

9:30:  5th Sunday 
Brunch 

10:30  Worship 

 

30 
New Year’s Eve 

Eve Youth Lock 

out! 

31 1 
Church Office 

Closed 
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Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Financial Commitment/Service Cards Coming Soon 

       Please keep an eye out in the mail for your 2014 Financial/service commitment 

cards.   The finance committee will meet early in 2014 to prepare a budget for the 

coming year.  In order to do this, the committee needs to have a good idea of project-

ed income.   Commitment cards will be sent out next week.  We are asking each 

family to complete an estimate of their 2014 giving, as well as to think and pray about how they will serve Christ 

this year.  We will turn in our cards on Dec. 22, the day we have a combined service and Children’s program.  

Generosity in giving and serving is one of the ways we respond to God’s grace.  Part of our membership vows 

include supporting the church through our gifts, service, witness, prayers and presence.  Please prayerfully con-

sider how you will participate in the ministries of God, through FUMC Skiatook. This year has been a bit better 

financially than last year—we are looking forward to an even better year next year with your help.  What gift will 

you bring? 

Our sympathies and prayers go out to the 

family of Margaret Allen.  Margaret 

passed away last month at St. John’s Hos-

pital, Owasso.  She was a long time mem-

ber of FUMC Skiatook.  She had been liv-

ing at Sequoyah Point Nursing Center in 

Owasso. 

5th Sunday Brunch 

Brunch during the Sunday School hour has proven 

to be popular and well attended.  We will have a 

brunch each month there is a 5th Sunday, which 

means Dec. 29 is the next one!  Bring your favorite 

dish to share! No Sunday School that morning! 

  


