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Winter in Skiatook 
 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.”  
Ecclesiastes 3:1(NIV) 

 
 
Many of you who know me well enough to know that winter is not my favorite time of year. I do not particularly 
care for cold weather, though I do appreciate a good snow day now and then; but only if I do not have to get out 
and about. There are far too many days in January and February that are cold, rainy, or cloudy with gray skies.  
Sometimes, it seems that those days stretch out endlessly over weeks with little relief. When there are several 
gray, cold, and cloudy days in a row, I often find that my mood and my attitude match those days. I may feel 
gloomy, I may even have feelings of unknown sadness, fatigue, listlessness, or slight depression. There is actual-
ly a name for this. Therapists call it Seasonal Affective Disorder, or SAD. There are various therapies and treat-
ments for it, including light therapy with special lights. (A trip to the tropics never hurts either!) Whether you 
suffer from SAD, or just love summertime, we all crave light and warmth at times. 
 
However, as we have experienced this past January, even during the gray, cloudy, cold days, there will be bursts 
of light and warmth. This past week included a day that was sunny and the temperature was in the high 60’s.      
The first weekend in February is predicted to be beautifully sunny and in the 70’s. Meanwhile, while writing this, 
it is gray and 38 degrees. The point is this:  Nothing stays the same. Eventually, everything comes around, and 
changes.   
 
The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us of this. That there are seasons of our lives. Some of our days are sunny, 
warm, and carefree; while other days will be filled with the storms of life, and be extremely burdensome. But we 
know intellectually that these days won’t last forever, and that light and love will come around again. Spring al-
ways follows winter. And summer always comes around. That is the promise of God. 
 
Author L.B. Cowman, in his devotional book Streams in the Desert writes “We all need faith for desperate days, 
and the Bible is filled with accounts of such days. Its story is told with them, its songs are inspired by them, its 
prophecy deals with them, and its revelations have come through them. Desperate days are the stepping stones on 
the path of light.” (p. 127, Streams in the Desert) What a beautiful reminder that God is always with us, and that 
those dark days will not last forever. As surely as dawn follows night, as surely as spring follows winter, nothing 
lasts forever. Even during the dark times, we can still find glimpses of light and warmth. 
 
Will you pray with me, that we will hold onto our faith, clinging desperately to the One who loves us more than 
we can imagine, when all seems dark and daunting? 
 
 

Blessings,  

    Pastor Susan  



 

             S U N D A Y   S C H O O L 
                                                                            2/02 -Sunday School only 

                                               (children stay in worship for communion) 

                                                    02/09 -1 Corinthians  Chp 13, SS & CC 

                                                     02/16 -1 Corinthians Chp 13, SS & CC 

                                                    02/23 -1 Corinthians  Chp 13, SS & CC 

                        KIDS  NIGHT  OUT     

                                              02/09, 4:00-7:00, $7 per child 

                                                        4 years old to 5th grade 

                                            RSVP: Miria 405-850-2253 by 02/07 

                   HAPPY VALENTINES DAY 

                                                       A S A C 

                                      02/17, 6:30 am - 6:00 pm  

                                                                     School is out but     

                                                           ASAC is OPEN all day!      

                                                          Drop in spots available 

                                                                            $30 per child                                     



 

 

February 2020 
 

Skiatook FUMC Youth 

Love is in the air! 

One of our biggest events of the year is upon us… the Valentine’s Dance Par-

ty! Tickets are on sale, adults are $7 and children are $5 with a maximum of 

$25 per family. The dance begins at 5:30 on February 15th. Dinner, drinks, 

and dessert are covered in the cost of the ticket.   

If you would like to help with decorating, please be at the LAF building 2:00 

pm on the 15th. If you are helping in the kitchen, please arrive by 4:30 pm. 

Youth intending to earn money for this fundraiser need to be available for all 

or as much of that time as possible.    

Fix 

FIX til SIX will be on February 26th. This month we are headed to Incredible 

Pizza. Please send your FIX kid with $30 for food and games. We will need to 

leave the building promptly by 3:15 and as always, be available to pick up 

your child at 6:00.       

FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

Valentine’s Dance Party….15 

FIX til SIX… …………………26 

STUFF TO KNOW 

• Youth on Wednesday nights 
from 6:00-8:00 

• FIX on Wednesdays from 
3:00-4:30 

• FIX til SIX will be on the last 
Wednesday that school is in 
session every month 

• Questions? Call Meg at (918) 
906-0414. Texting is even 
better!  



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Judy Supernaw and Julie Guy for 
being greeters during January 

 Jon Underwood for changing the 
church sign in January 

 Cathy Allred, Beverly Dollar, Jer-
ry Dollar, Pastor Susan, Carolyn 
Brooks, and Ka’Lu Underwood 
for “undecorating” the church 

 Patti McKinney for paying bills 
and keeping the church abreast of 
finances throughout the year.  

 Lisa Riggs for processing payroll 
for the staff throughout the year 

 Alee Fifer, Debbie Bennett, Dylan 
Reamy, and Violet Fifer for clean-
ing the toys in the nursery 

 Francine Hayes for helping with 
FIX and being a chaperone each  
month with FIX till SIX 

Gifts are given… 

 In Memory of Ireland Brock by 
Joyce Brock 

 In Honor of Dixie Huff-
man by the  Family of 
Dixie Huffman 

 To the LAF Building 
Debt Relief by Jon & Ka’Lu Un-
derwood 

 To the LAF Building Debt Relief 
by Glenn & Mary Nelson  

 To the LAF Building Debt Relief 
by Glendell Brown 

Our Condolences 

Our heartfelt condolences go out to the 

family and friends 

of Mrs. Willie 

Yard. While they 

moved away long 

ago, she still con-

sidered Skiatook 

FUMC her church 

home. May she rest in peace.  

Our heartfelt condolences go out to the 

family and friends of Dixie Huffman, a 

long-time devoted member of SFUMC. 

She was actively involved in the church 

and a faithful member of the CHUMS 

until health required her to move in to an 

assisted living facility. Her love and de-

votion to her family will always be re-

membered. Please be in prayer for all 

those who love and will miss her.   

Membership Audit 
 

We will be doing a membership audit 
over the course of the next several 
months.  It has not been updated 
since 1995, and that is a paper copy.  
Our membership shows over 500 
members, when in reality we worship 
just over 100. 
 
We will start with the list from 1995, 
and then go year by year through 
charge conference records adding or 
subtracting names as necessary.  We 
will be sending out letters to inactive 
folks asking if they wish to remain on 
the rolls.  Many times people have 
moved away, or transferred member-
ship and we may not be aware.   
 
Please do not be upset or insulted if 
you get a letter asking about your 
membership.  We are just trying to 
update, and are not quite sure who 
our members are! Thanks!   

Valentine Dinner & Dance  

Our youth are hosting a 
valentine’s dinner and 
dance on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15th, beginning at 
5:30pm. Tickets are on 
sale, adults are $7 and 
children are $5, with a 
maximum of $25 per family. This in-
cludes dinner, drinks, and dessert.  

Thank you! 

  Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much 
for the love offering 
you collected for me at Christmas.    
It truly does make me feel appreci-
ated and loved.  I appreciate all of 
you so much, and truly feel like I 
have the best congregation and the 
best job ever.  (I used it to get a 
brake job, so my car thanks you 
too!)  Lots of love to all of you! 

Pastor Susan 

A special thank you to all of you who have 

been in prayer for me since my heart attack 

last October. I am done with physical thera-

py, and feeling great! Your calls, prayers, 

cards, and concern have meant so much to 

me. Thank you for being so caring! 

  With love, Verna Brown  

United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women are 
holding a raffle for a king-size green 
and white quilt. The quilt was started 
by Marietta Dunham as a loving gift to 
her son Gary.  It was completed by Ju-
dy Supernaw, Maryann Hobza, and 
Sondra Holt.  

Raffle tickets can be purchased from a 
UMW or in the church office. The raffle 
tickets are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20. 
The drawing will be held March 15th, 
and all proceeds will benefit various 
UMW missions.   

The UWM will hold their next meet-
ing on Thursday, February 13th at 10 
am in rom 
103. All 
ladies of the 
church are 
invited. 

Sunday School Class/Study 

  Pastor Susan started a new Sunday School 

class in the fall for mutil-generational learn-

ing.  That class has combined with the 

Seeker’s class. They meet in Room 102 

each week.  For the month of February, we 

will watch a stand alone faith based 10 mi-

nute video, and discuss the concepts in the 

video. For March, we will begin a 6 week 

Lenten study. If you have thought about a 

Sunday School Class, this is a perfect time 

to join. Carolyn Brooks will be leading the 

class for February. 

 Handbell choir begins practicing 

again on Wednesday, Feb. 5th at 

5:30 pm. Anyone interested is wel-

come to come to re-

hearsal! It is easy to 

learn, and they ring sev-

eral times per year.   



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    

 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 

 

3:00-4:30: FIX  

6-8: Youth  

 

6:00: UMW Mtg.  

Jan 30 

 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

Jan 31 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 

1 
9-1 pm   

Leadership 

Team Retreat 

2 
9:30: Sunday 
School 

10:30: Worship 
  
UMW Bake 
Sale 
 
 

3 

11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 
 

 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 
 

5 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 
3:00-4:30: FIX  

 

6-8: Youth  

 

6 
 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

7 
10:00:  Yoga 

10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 

8    

9 
9:30: Sunday 
School 

10:30: Worship  
 
4:00-7:00: Kids’ 
Night Out 

10 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 
 

 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 
 

12 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 

 
3:00-4:30: FIX  

 

6: 00 Youth  

 

 

13 
10:00: UMW  
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

14 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

5:30: Youth 
Dinner & Dance 

 

16 
 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30: Worship 
 
 

17 

 

 

 

 

11:00: level 1 
yoga 

6:00 Quilting 
Class 

18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 

19 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 

 
3:00-4:30: FIX  

 

6: 00 Youth  

 

 

20 
 

1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

21 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
 
10:30: Worship 
 
 

24 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

6:00 Quilting 
Class 

25 
 

 

 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 

26 
 

11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 

 
3:00-6:00: FIX til 
SIX 

6: 00 Youth  

Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service 

27 
 

1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

28 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 

29 
 

 

 

N O  S C H O O L ,  
A S A C  O P E N  
6 : 3 0 a m - 6 p m   



 First United Methodist Church 

1007 S. Osage 

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 PLEASE RECYCLE! 

 State of the Finances 

Thank you all so much for 
you faithfulness and gen-
erosity week after week, 
and mission after mission. 

Our total giving for 2019 
ended up with about a $1500 surplus!  Just enough, 
whew!  God is faithful and always provides what we 
need. 

Thanks to our Finance Team and Leadership Team, 
we have a budget for 2020.    Our total budget for 
2020 is $245,000.  This is down from $253,000 for 
2019.    Last year included several capital projects, 
including parking lot construction, and the installa-
tion of a security system.  Based on 2019 giving, and 
pledges for the coming year, we feel $245 thousand 
is a reasonable budget, though it did mean a few 
programs took cuts in their budget, including youth, 
mission, and educational materials.  While we wish 

we didn’t have to do fundraisers, sometimes they 
are necessary for our kids and youth to raise money 
for some of their various activities.   If you ever have 
questions about the budget, or would like to see it, 
please simply ask Pastor Susan, or Patti McKinney, 
our treasurer, or anyone in the office.  We are fully 
transparent and work hard to be diligent and careful 
with all monies given to our church.  We can tell you 
where every dollar goes. 

Our debt on the LAF is approximately $185,000.  We 
make regular, faithful monthly payments.  We also 
faithfully apply payments that are directed to us 
specifically for debt pay down.  Please make sure 
any donations towards that are marked as “LAF 
debt”. 

The only thing we will really emphasize this year is 
making budget, debt paydown, and missional giving 
(apportionments.)  We are so grateful for every dol-
lar we receive.  It makes a difference.  Thank you! 


