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Finance, Budgets, and Parking Lots in Skiatook
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7
Last month, I wrote about our new single board model, and enhanced leadership structure. The Leadership Team met on Saturday,
Jan. 26 for a four hour retreat and first meeting. We covered lots of ground, including extensive examination of our church’s finances,
and the upcoming 2019 budget. The Finance sub-committee had already met to do the hard work of allocating monies and creating a
budget. And may I say, it was not an easy process.
Though giving remained fairly steady in 2018, and we could count on roughly the same amount of projected income for 2019, there
were other factors as well. There were significantly increased costs in utilities during 2018, increased costs from the Conference for
insurance (though that was offset slightly by a small decrease in our apportionments), and there was a significant drop in income from
building usage, namely the loss of the weekly Weight Watchers meetings. All of that resulted in us having to look at approximately
$14,000 in budget cuts. These cuts are spread among the various areas and in ministry programming. Unfortunately, this includes
apportionments. Though they are not budgeted at 100%, we are confident that people are faithful, and that God will continue to be
honored here in worship, and that they will be paid in full. The Leadership Team approved a budget of $249,720.00. This is a decrease of about 4.2 percent from last year’s budget. Things may be slim, but again, God’s ministry will go on. If you wish to actually see the budget, please stop by the office, and we are happy to share it with you.
The other topic of much discussion was our parking lot, and the extreme disrepair it is in. It is completely crumbling, and actually
dangerous to people trying to cross certain sections of it. There are large chunks of asphalt everywhere, and the loose gravel is a hazard. The potholes have continued to get deeper and deeper, and will continue to get worse as time goes on. The Leadership Team
has voted to approve to have the parking lot redone this spring. We are anticipating an April or early May date for work to begin.
Because of the size, and the current poor condition of the asphalt, it will need to be torn up, with dirt work, grading, and elevation
work done to insure proper drainage. This is going to cost approximately $45,000.00. We are planning to do concrete rather than
asphalt since it has to be torn out anyway and concrete will last far longer than asphalt. It is too far gone to simply re-surface. We
realize this is a lot of money. We will begin this week raising money to help pay for this. We have $11,000 already in hand due to
designated gifts in December and earlier this year. This is already close to 25% already! We are a quarter of the way there!
So we are asking for your help. Any and all gifts make a huge difference, and add up in the long run. We would humbly ask for
your support in this huge project. We are confident that God will provide for us to do ministry here in Skiatook, and in addition find
the funds to take care of our building and property to make it safe and functional. Please mark any donations “parking lot” and they
will be put in a designated fund to be used in April. We have gone ahead and scheduled the work to be done, because we believe that
the money will be there. It is going to happen.
You should have received a financial letter, and your end of the year giving statement in the mail. Please contact the office or Patti
McKinney if you have any questions, or notice any discrepancies. Thank you for what you are doing for the Kingdom of God in Skiatook. Your faithfulness is what makes this church so wonderful. We appreciate every gift!
Blessings,
Pastor Susan

Children’s newsletter

Sweethearts & Spaghetti
KIDS NIGHT OUT
2/10/2019, 4:00—7:00
$5 per child, $20 family cap
Rsvp: Miria 405-850-2253

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!!!

02/19/2019
NO SCHOOL / NO ASAC

Summer Camp
The dates are set for Camp Egan!
Contact Miria
for more
information!

YOUTH NEWS
FEBRUARY 2019
FAMILY VALENTINE
DINNER AND
DANCE!
February 16, 2019
5pm - 7pm @ LAF Building
Advance Tickets on sale now!
$8 for adults, $4 for kids under 12, $25 max for families.
At the door: $10 for adults and $5 for kids, max $30 for families

FIX TIL SIX
The Sherwin Miller Museum of
Jewish Art

UPCOMING
YOUTH
EVENTS:
WINTER JAM
February 10
5pm @BOK Center
$15 at the door

ASH WEDNESDAY
March 6
Dinner
Ash Wednesday Service
Discussion in Youth Room

SPRING BREAK
March 18-22

YOUNG
CHRISTIANS
WEEKEND
April 5-7
Branson , MO

February 13, 2019
YOUTH • A Day in the Life of Jesus: The Gospel of Luke •
Wednesday• 6pm-8pm
FIX • Wednesday • 3pm - 4:30pm • Snacks • Games • Lesson

QUESTIONS? TEXT MEG: (918)906-0414

CONFIRMATION
CLASS
Coming soon on Sunday
Nights! Parent Meeting on
February 3, 11:45am

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 Judy Supernaw,
Sandy Kimbrough,
Lora Cartner, & Pastor Susan for dismantling, cleaning, prepping, and
painting the foyer.
 Keifer Jones for changing the filters throughout the church building
 Verna Linzy for providing food
for the youth
 Francine Hayes, Judy Supernaw,
and Christine Supernaw for
providing food for FIX.
 Vernon Fuller for filming the worship service every week and making it available on DVD

United Methodist Men
Thanks to all who attended the Fish Fry
on 1-27. We appreciate their support. It
was great meal and we hope no one left
hungry. A special thanks to Ted Willimon
and his fishing buddies for providing and
cooking the fish for the dinner. Also
thanks to the other Methodist Men who
pitched in and helped with the meal, as
well as all who helped with clean-up.
All men of the church are invited to
attend the UMM
meetings on the second
Wednesday of each
month at 6:30pm in the
LAF building. The next
meeting is February 12th.

As many of you may know, The
General Conference is the official
legislative branch of the United
Methodist Church. This body is the
only agency, composed of delegates from
around the
world, that can
speak on behalf
of the entire
UMC. Any
changes to doctrine, rules, strucUnited Methodist Women
Our United Methodist Women would like ture, etc. must come from the Gento invite all ladies of the church to their
eral Conference.
next meeting. It will be held in room 103
on Tuesday, February 12th at 10:00am.

Gifts are given…
To the Trustees, for installation of electrical outlets in the
foyer, by anonymous
 To the LAF Building
Debt Relief by Glenn
& Mary Nelson
 To the LAF Building
Debt Relief by Peck
& Glendell Brown
Thank you all for your generosity.


We want to
thank each of
you for your
concern for us
during Tom’s
time of hospitalization and since returning home.
Thank you for your cards, visits,
food, and most of all for your prayers. We appreciate you and know
how very blessed we are to have
such a loving, caring church family.
Tom and Mary Ann Hobza

General Conference 2019

Handbells begin
practicing again on
Wednesday, Feb. 6 at
5:30 pm. Anyone who
can read music is welcome to come to rehearsal! We
ring several times per year.

Skiatook Emergency
Assistance Center
The Skiatook Emergency Assistance
Center (SEAC) has expanded its hours
and changed locations. While no longer
being directly affiliated with Skiatook
FUMC, the church was instrumental in
the inception of SEAC. SEAC recently
was able to streamline their services,
housing both the resource center and the
resale shop (A Touch of Class) in the
same location, and add an additional day
of service. If you know of someone in
Skiatook or a surrounding community
who needs utility and/or grocery assistance, please have them contact SEAC at
(918) 396-1137, or go to 319 West Rogers Blvd., Tues—Fri, 11am-4pm. They
also accept donations of new and gently
used items during the same time.

The General Conference will be
meeting in St. Louis at the end of
February to discuss changes to the
Book of Discipline regarding language around human sexuality and
full inclusion of the LGTBQ community. As you might imagine, this is
a very divisive issue over Biblical
interpretation. Please be in prayer during this time for all involved,
that they may follow the leading of
the Holy Spirit in discerning the future of our denomination.
Oklahoma has 14 delegates
attending, 7 clergy and 7 lay people. If you would like to let them
know your views, no matter
where you stand, please email :
ok-delegation@googlegroups.com
This one email will reach all 14 delegates. You have the opportunity
to make your voice heard.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE RECYCLE!

Have Passport, Will Travel! Bolivia is a beautiful country and the people are
Please consider joining me (Julie
Guy) for an Oklahoma Conference
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) trip to
Bolivia June 13th to June 23rd,
2019. The trip is being led by Joe Emperly from
FUMC Edmond. The work project will be constructing restroom facilities for a Methodist
School in Rio Colorado. Rio Colorado is in the Beni Department (state) of Bolivia. This area is at
elevation 3000ft, much lower than LaPaz
(12,000ft), though we may have to travel through
LaPaz to get to Beni. The cost of the trip is still
being estimated, but may be between $2500$3000. Most of this cost is airfare. In-country
board and room costs are quite low.

delightful. You will be blessed by working alongside Bolivian people ! Food and clean water will
be provided you as the traveler from the US.
If you are 18 years of age or older and are interested in this adventure and able to go, please
email me and Joe Emperly with your questions.
Julie Guy – jguype@gmail.com Joe Emperly jemperly@cox.net

The Methodist School in Rio Colorado

