Skiatook First United Methodist Church

1007 S. Osage
P.O. Box 910
Skiatook OK 74070
www.fumcskiatook.com
Email: office@fumcskiatook.com
918-396-2519
Fax: 918-396-7973

Methodist
Messenger
Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world!

February 2015

Showing Love in Skiatook
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13 (NRSV)
First Corinthians chapter 13 is one of the most familiar chapters/passages in Scripture to many of us. Often
referred to as “the love chapter”, it is a favorite, often being read at weddings and other occasions that relate to
human relationships. The above referenced verse follows an entire chapter that talks about what love is and is
not. We are told in chapter 13 the importance of having love, because nothing else we think or do matters if
we do not show love. The Apostle Paul is clear that the most important attribute we can ever have is that of
love -- the kind of love that comes from being a follower of Christ.
February is a month in which we celebrate love and romance in our culture through the expression of Valentine’s Day. We are asked to show how much we care about each other and to let those we love know in a special way—often through the purchase of cards, gifts, or candy. It has indeed become a commercial enterprise
with an anticipated “Hallmark moment”. But is this what the Apostle Paul had in mind when he wrote this letter to the church at Corinth? Did Paul have in mind the idea of a heart shaped box of chocolates, or a mushy
Valentine’s card?
According to Paul, love is necessary to the Christian life. Eloquent speech, prophetic powers, faith, generosity
and philanthropic giving, even martyrdom—without love----are nothing. In other words, we are to examine
our motives and reasons in everything we do, with the intention of acting and speaking with love. 1 Corinthians 8:1 tells “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” Do we build up each other with our words and actions?
John Wesley wrote “O let this be deep engraven upon your heart: all is nothing without love….the queen of all
graces, the highest perfection in heaven or earth, the very image of the invisible God….” (Sermon 92 “On
Zeal”).
Wow! The very image of the invisible God! What powerful words Wesley wrote! What does God look like?
Love! When we walk, talk, think and act with love, we are mirroring God’s image. Others see God in us
when they see perfect love. We see God when we see others acting in sacrificial love. Not mushy gushy greeting cards, but the authentic love that comes from our response to God’s grace. The love that God gives us for
others. The love that builds up, that is patient, that is kind, that rejoices in truth, and all of those other descriptions of love in chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians. How are we showing love to others in our church and in our community? Are we concerned only with our own needs, or do we take time to notice others? Do our words build
up, or do they tear down? Do our motives match our actions? I invite you to pray with me in the coming
weeks and months how each one of us is being asked to live out 1 Corinthians 13. How are we being called by
God to exhibit that perfect love that is the image of the invisible God? Together, let’s strive to be the image of
God that needs to be seen a little more often in our world.

Much Love and Blessings,
Pastor Susan

February Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Thank you!
A big thank you to
Mona Keeline and Debbie Bennett for teaching
Sunday School in January!
If you are interested in
teaching Sunday School
or hosting Children’s
Church let Miria know.
!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
3/8—Lenten workshop after 2nd service
3/29—Palm Sunday
4/05—Easter Egg hunt between services

Sunday School—each week at 9:30

February Lessons
“THE FRUITS OF THE
SPIRIT"
1st—Kindness
8th—Generosity
15th— Faithfulness
22nd—Gentleness
Please contact Miria Jones if
you are able to help!
Kids—Don’t forget to bring your Bibles!

CONFIRMATION CLASSES OFFERED!

Acolyte Calendar:
2/01 Will / Tyler
2/08 Oki / Gabe
2/15 Lexi / Mallory
2/22 Will / Tyler
Acolyte training is available to anyone 3rd grade
through youth. Please let Miria know if you have a
child who is interested.

NEW FIX SUNDAY SCHOOL!
We have started a new Sunday School class each
Sunday at 9:30 for our FIX (5th and 6th grade)
aged children. This is a unique age for “tweens”—
they’re too old to be in Sunday School with the
smaller children, but not quite ready for youth!
Leslie Allred has
volunteered to
teach this class.
But we need one
thing for this to
happen. WE
NEED YOUR
KIDS! If you have
a
5th or 6th grader,
please encourage
them to come to
this new class. Because we now offer
Wednesday and Sunday activities for FIX age,
Children’s Church will stop at 4th grade. This will
be much more age appropriate for their faith development.

Christ, and live out their faith apart
from their parents. On Confirmation
We are encouraging all 6-8th graders to
Sunday, (May
participate in Confirmation this spring!
17),they stand beThis will be the first class we have had
fore the church
in several years. Confirmation is the
with their group
time in a young person’s life where
and publicly prothey receive specific instruction about
fess their faith.
the Christian faith, and then decide for
themselves if they choose to accept
Confirmation this

year will kick off with a District wide
retreat at Camp Egan on February 2021. It is mandatory that students
attend. Confirmation classes will be
held each Monday afternoon from 3:00
-5:00 for 10 weeks beginning Feb. 23.
Let the office know if you need a schedule! Pastor Susan and Linda Tucker will
be leading Confirmation this year.

Misc. Happenings
Gifts are Given...
In Memory of
Clancy Burill:


James Hill,
Jr.



Rev. Susan Whitley



Guaranty Abstract Company



Sharon McGann



The Davenport Family



Debbie & Pat Bennett



Evelyn Carson,



George & Barbara Van Wyck



Commercial Realty, LLC



Donna Little



Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Doughty



Mr. R. Stephen Gookins

A very special thank you goes to
the Burrill family who requested
that in lieu of flowers gifts be
given to Skiatook FUMC in
memory of Clancy. What a precious kindness to think of the
church through their grief.

United Methodist Women News

The United Methodist Women
are hosting a drive to collect
items for one of our Circle of
Care ministries, Pearl’s Hope.
Pearl’s Hope provides housing
and life skills education for single, homeless mothers and their
families in the Tulsa area. They
make every effort to keep adequate supplies on hand for the
families they serve.
Our UMW has decided to assist
by collecting items for the welcome baskets. Items need to be
new and unused and can be
placed in the Missions area
through February 22nd. Even
one item counts!

Thank you!
REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH—OK UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION
One of our most important acts of stewardship is the final distribution of our life’s accumulation. How we distribute our estate speaks
volumes about our values and our concerns for our loved ones. First,
we must have a written estate plan, either a will or a revocable living
trust. Over 50% of Americans die without a plan! Without an estate
plan, we have no control of how our estate will be distributed, and
may cost our estate between 15-40% of its value.
Bequests to our family members tell of our love and concern for
their welfare. Bequests to our church affirms our belief in the mission and ministry of the church. As Christians, we need to be good
stewards of that which God has provided for us, and this means having a written estate plan.
A bequest to our church expresses confidence in the future of our
the church, and creates a lasting legacy. It makes a difference!
A bequest to your church can be made through your will or trust.
This is the simplest method. It can be a certain dollar amount, or a
percentage of the estate. Many faithful people choose to tithe their
estate. If you would like information on making a bequest to your
church, please contact David Battles , CPA, at 800-259-6863, or your
own attorney to find out your many options.
Reprinted with permission from OKUMF

WELCOME BASKETS
(4 FAMILIES)
4 bottles of shampoo & conditioner
4 bottles of shampoo & conditioner for
ethnic hair
4 large bars of soap
4 bath scrubbies
4 tubes of women’s deodorant (invisible solid)
4 tubes of teen girl’s deodorant
8 adult soft toothbrushes
4 children’s toothbrushes (boys & girls)
4 large tubes of toothpaste
4 packs of dental floss
4 large bottles of mouth wash
4 bottles of body lotion
4 bottles of body powder
4 tubes of lip balm
6 boxes of Kleenex
4 digital thermometers
4 packages of cotton balls
4 boxes of Q-Tips
4 packs of women’s disposable razors
4 nail clippers
4 packs of emery boards/nail files
4 tweezers
4 small umbrellas
4 day planners
4 wall calendars
4 small calculators
8—4GB USB drives
4 tire pressure gauges

Red Cross Blood Drive:
Feb. 12, 2 pm –6:30 pm .
Give the Gift of Life!
Welcome to our newest
members!
Welcome to Keifer , Miria and
Will Jones, who transferred membership from Village United Meth-
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Notes of Appreciation!
FUMC, I want to thank everyone involved with
Angel Tree this year. I am a single mother, as well
as guardian for my 8 month old granddaughter.
Also, I am a full time student. This year, of all
years...we needed help. The baby especially. You
will never know how touched we are.
Thank you!

~ A mother in the community

Thanks to everyone that prayed for Nathan and I
over the past two
months. I had the flu
three weeks after returning from my daughter’s surgery for cancer.
Then Nathan fell on the

RECYCLE PLEASE

second of January and cracked his collar bone.
The prayers from our church family really helped!
Our daughter’s cancer was self-contained, and she
is doing well.
A special thanks to
Vern Fuller who
helped when our
heater went out; to
Ireland Brock for
making our trip an
easy map to follow;
and to Ka’Lu Underwood for the food she brought to the house. It
was all a blessing! I can’t find words to say, so
thank you for being there when we needed you
and your prayers.
Love,

Nathan & Rose Brehm

