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Love:  The Greatest Commandment in Skiatook 

 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”  (Luke 10:27  

NRSV) 

 

     In this passage, Jesus responds  to a question that has been asked by a man who is an expert in the law.  The 
man asks Jesus “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus answers the man’s question with another question, 
“What does the law say?”  And the man answers with the well known scripture above.  Jesus affirms this as the 
correct answer.   But, as we humans sometimes do, the man asks Jesus for clarification as to “Who is my neigh-
bor?”  He wants to know exactly who, and more importantly, seems to want to know who is not, his neighbor. Je-
sus responds with the parable of the Good Samaritan.  This story makes no distinction as to who we are to consid-
er our neighbor, and who it is that we are called to love. 

     In February, our thoughts naturally turn to Valentine’s Day.  Valentine’s Day is marketed to us as an oppor-
tunity to express our love to that special person in our lives, and often through the giving of cards, gifts, romantic 
dinners, and so on.   The focus is on romantic, mushy love, and the expression of that love through thoughtful ges-
tures and material gifts.  While this is all well and good, (especially for Hallmark, florists, and chocolate manufac-
turers), Jesus calls us to something distinctly higher and purer.  We are called to an unconditional kind of love for 
all who cross our path.  While Valentine’s Day focuses on our one special guy or girl, Jesus reminds us to love all 
of those whom we encounter, whether they are like us or not. 

     It’s easy to love those who are like us, or whom we agree with, or with whom we have a lot in common.  Be-
cause of our human nature, it is much more difficult to show grace to those with whom we disagree, or have little 
in common, or who seem somehow “undeserving” of it, for whatever reason.  Jesus however, reminds us that it is 
really not optional.  His story of the Good Samaritan makes “the bad guy” the unlikely hero of the whole story.  In 
Luke, chapter 6, verses 27-36, Jesus is pretty clear that we are to love our enemies, and do good to those who hate 
us.   We are explicitly told it is not enough to love only those who are good to us.  “If you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners do that!”  (Luke 6:32).  Jesus is reminding us, that as his followers, 
we are to be different.  We are to be different than the rest of the world, and love those same people that Jesus 
loved.  No matter how hard it is. 

     The thing is, we can not do this on our own.  We can only do it with the help of the Holy Spirit.  It is only 
when we are letting the love of God permeate us, and allow the Holy Spirit to fill us with power from on high, that 
we can be selfless in the way Jesus asks us to be.   As we grow closer to God, and become more and more Christ-
like in our daily lives, only then are we able to overcome our own prejudices and pre-conceived biases, and love 
people with an absolute unconditional love, as Jesus did. 

     Celebrate this Valentine’s Day with those you love.  And then remember those whom we are called to love.  
Let us love generously, without reservation.  Let us love without judgment and condemnation.  Let us love those 
who need it the most.  Let us love those who think they need it the least.   And let us love those whom Christ 
loved.      We love, because He first loved us.  (1 John 4:19) 

Valentine’s Blessings, 

Pastor Susan 

 



 February Children’s News 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

KIDS NIGHT OUT 
2/12, 5:00—8:00, LAF bldg. 

We will learn about all of the ways that God 

shows us his love.  And think about ways that 

we can show each other our love. 

Dinner will be served. 

RSVP Miria ~ 405-850-2253 

 

 

The After School Adventure Camp has two 

openings for volunteers for two different days 

of the week.   

On Wednesdays we stay in the LAF building. 

On Fridays we walk to the park on good 

weather days.   

If you are interested please contact Miria. 

 

Please help us welcome our newest aco-

lyte, Greta!  She served last week for the 

first time and did a great job! 

If your child would like to acolyte please 

contact Miria.  We will have another 

training session soon! 



 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spot-
light 

 
     Thanks to 

 Beverly and 
Jerry Dollar 

for hauling off a load of 
junk to the dump. 

 Tom Weathers for in-
stalling the baby changing 
station in the LAF build-
ing. 

 Dale Cooley, Linda Tucker, 
and Pastor Susan for re-
searching and purchasing 
the van. 

 Dale Cooley for doing the 
legwork and getting the  
signage done on the van 
according to the wishes of 
the Trustees. 

 Heather Beene, Hermione 
Beene, Grayson Beene, 
Murphy Brooks, Dylan 
Reamy, Beaux Reamy, 
Ilianna Beene, Serenity 
Staller, Will Jones, and 
Miria Jones for making the 
church building part of 
their service project. They 
cleaned the pews and re-
stocked supplies. 

Our Condolences 

Sympathies to Charlie Miller and his 
family on the passing of his son-in-
law, Dan Hartwig. We will be praying 
for them during this difficult journey. 

 

Condolences to Mar-
gery Metz and family 
on the loss of her 
youngest daughter, 
Katrina. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with 
them as they mourn.   

Gifts are given... 
 To the Van Fund, by 

Johnny and Nita 
Whitney, in memory 
of  Anthony Guthrie 

 To Skiatook FUMC by Jerry and 
Beverly Dollar to help further the 
Kingdom of God. 

 Lifeline Screenings 

On Monday, February 13th, we will host a Life Line Screening. Sponsored by the Ok-

lahoma Heart Institute, One of five screenings can be taken to help measure your risk 

of developing 6 chronic diseases, including heart disease, congestive heart failure, 

stroke, diabetes, COPD and lung cancer.  Cost range from $49 to $129. Call 1-888-653

-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle to inquire about insurance, 

get more information, or to schedule an appointment.  

UMM Make a Change 

After much consideration, the Unit-
ed Methodist Men have decided to 
change their meeting day and  time. 
They will now meet on the 2nd Tues-
day of each month from 6-7pm. 
They will continue to meet in the 
LAF Building to plan their mission 
projects and discuss how they can 
make the world a better place. All 
men of the church are invited and 
encouraged to attend.  The next 
meeting will be held February 14th. 

CONFIRMATION! 

Pastor Susan and Linda Tucker will 
be teaching a confirmation class this 
spring for youth 6th grade and up.  
While Confirmation is typically 6th or 
7th grade, we understand that there 
are several older youth who have not 
had the opportunity to participate in a 
class for one reason or another.  Any 
youth 6th grade or older in the church 
is invited to participate. 

Confirmation is the opportunity for 
young people to be taught some of the 
basic tenets of 
Christianity, what it 
means to be a de-
voted Christ fol-
lower, and also 
what it means to be 
United Methodist.  
Confirmation concludes with either 
baptism (if student has not been bap-
tized), and a public profession of faith 
in front of the congregation, becom-
ing full members of the Church. 

Classes will be held on Sunday eve-
nings from 6-8 pm, beginning Feb. 
12.  Confirmation Schedules can  be 
picked up at the Church Infor-
mation Table. 

Worship Planning 

The worship committee will meet 
on Wednesday, February 8th at 

6:30pm in room 
105. If you 
would like to 
know what goes 
into making our 

worship services more meaningful 
or if you have ideas to share, 
please join us!    We would love to 
have your input as we begin to 
plan for Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter.  All are invited! 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

February 2, 2017 

12:30pm — 6:30pm 

Appointments and Walk-Ins accepted 

If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Ka’Lu. 

 

 

 

Men serving others through Christ 

United Methodist Women  

The United Methodist Women invite 
all ladies of the church to join them 
at their next meeting, Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14th at 10am in room 105. Join 
them as they welcome a special 
guest speaker. The UMW meet the 
2nd Tuesday of each  month.  

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle%20


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
8:30 Worship 

9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30: Worship 

 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 

1 

11 am: Yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
3:30-4:30: FIX 
 
6pm: Youth   
 

2 
 
12:30-6:30 Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6pm Level 2 
Yoga 
7 pm:  Bible 
Study 

3 
10:00:  Yoga 
11:30: Stretching 
1:00: CHUMS 
Game Day 
 

Troop 250 Camp 

out 

4 

 

5 
8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
Pick up sub 
sandwiches 
 
Youth Super-
bowl Party 
 

6 

11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
 

6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

 

 

 

7 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
7:00  Boy Scouts 
 
 

8 
  11 am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 
3:00-4:30: FIX 

6 pm Youth 

 

6:30: Worship 
Committee 

9 
  
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6pm Level 2 
Yoga 
 

7 pm  Bible 
Study 

 
 

10 
10:00:  Yoga 

11:30: Stretching 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

12 

Scout Sunday 

8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship  
11:45:  Trustees 
 
5-8pm  Kid’s 
Night Out 
 

Confirmation 6-
8pm 

13 
9:00: Life Line 
Screening 

11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

 

14 
10:00: UMW  
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
*6:00: UMM 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

15 
11am:  level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 
 
FIX till Six 

6:00: Youth 

 

16 

 
1:00: CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
 
7 pm:  Bible 
Study 
 
 

17 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
11:30:  Stretching 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

 

19 
8:30 Worship 

 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30: Worship 
 
 

No Confirma-
tion 

20 
President’s Day 

11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
 

6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

 

 

 

21 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7 pm:   

Boy Scouts 

 

22 
 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga   
12:30: Stretching 
 

3:00-4:30: FIX 

6:00: Youth 

 
 
 

23 
 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
 
7 pm:  Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

24 
10:00:  Yoga 
11:30: Stretching 

25 

Rock & Wor-

ship @BOK 

Tulsa 

26 
 

8:30 Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30: Worship 
 
Confirmation 6-
8 pm 

 27 
11 am:  level 1 
yoga 

12:30: Stretching 
 

6:00:  Sewing 
Class 

28 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

3/1 
 11 am: Level 1 
yoga 
12:30: Stretching 

3:00-4:30: FIX 

 

6:00: Youth 
 
 
  

3/2 
 
1:00 CHUMS 
Game Day  
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm:  Bible 
Study 
 

3/3 
10:00:  Yoga 
11:30:  Stretching 
 
 

3/4 

 

 

No School—
ASAC Closed 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 RECYCLE PLEASE 

   FINANCE NEWS 

 

Thank you so much for all 

you have done to make this 

past year a great success.  

Our “Together:  Building 

the Kingdom of God” stew-

ardship focus in November, 

resulted in a great turnout of 

pledges and promised giv-

ing.  We had an increase in first time pledgers, an increase 

in the number of people using the automatic bank draft for 

giving, and a great result in our pledged giving! 

Our budgeting process for 2017 is just about completed, 

and will be similar to last year’s budget.  Our finance 

committee has worked hard to make sure programs, minis-

tries, and missions are adequately funded.  We have 

stepped out on faith a little, as our budget is slightly high-

er than our projected giving, but we believe that we will 

continue to grow, and that God is faithful. 

Did you know that the LAF Building  still has a signifi-

cant amount of debt?  The debt is currently $283,542.  We 

have made great strides in paying it down, by paying a 

monthly “mortgage” note.  We paid an additional $12,500 

directly to the principal this past year. 

The Finance Committee is committed to making the debt 

repayment a priority. Just like in one’s personal finances, 

debt can hamper how we fund ministries and missions.  

We will continue to pay our monthly note, and have com-

mitted to pay an additional $1000 a month towards princi-

pal for this year out of our building reserve fund.   Addi-

tionally, a number of people pledged to make debt contri-

butions, as well as to the general fund.  We look forward 

to those special gifts. 

We have committed  to not ask for much “special giving” 

this year, with just a few exceptions, (Camp Sunday, An-

gel Tree, etc.) or unless there is an extreme emergency.  

Later in February, there will be envelopes in the pews for 

the Building Fund if you wish to contribute extra.   

We are looking forward to an amazing 2017 and are excit-

ed about what God is doing here at Skiatook FUMC. 

 


