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Caring in Skiatook
“When Jesus saw his mother there and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his
mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that
time on, this disciple took her into his home. John 19: 26-27 (NIV)
One of the last acts Jesus performs, as he is hanging on the cross about to die, is to arrange for the care of his
mother. We don’t know where Joseph, Mary’s husband is. We assume he may have died at some point, though
scripture doesn’t really tell us. But we do know that Jesus is concerned about what will happen to, and who will
take care of his mother. In an ancient Eastern world dominated by men, widows were among the most vulnerable
citizens. They had few rights, and often needed a man around simply to even be able to perform everyday business. It was a difficult world in which to live alone. When “the disciple” takes Mary into his home, it means he
assumes responsibility for her.
Throughout the New Testament, Jesus demonstrates his compassion for those who are vulnerable (women, children, and others outcast by society.) He shows his heart of mercy for those who are sick, who are suffering and
those who were the poorest of the land. Even in the Old Testament, the Mosaic Law demanded that the Israelites
provide for the widows and the orphans, and instituted systems to allow the poor to be taken care of with dignity
and respect. The early church also practiced the sharing of goods, and sent disciples out to take care of those who
needed it.
As the Body of Christ, I believe it is one of the responsibilities and expectations of the church to help take care of
those who need our help. Even within our own congregation, there are those who are sick, who are lonely, and
who are shut in and unable to get out much and worship with us. There are members of our own congregation
who need to hear a word of to encouragement and to see a friendly face reminding them that they are not forgotten. I would like for us as a church to have a systematic way of visiting our shut-ins and elderly, and caring for
those who are in transitional stages of life.

If you are interested in being part of a new ministry that helps make systematic visits to our shut-ins and elderly
members, or those hospitalized for lengthy periods of time, please visit with me in the next few weeks. I would
like to have a team of people who would commit to an hour or two a month. We need people with hearts of compassion for our most vulnerable members. Visiting with someone for 15 minutes can make the day of a person
who hasn’t had company in weeks! If you would like to help in other ways by compiling a list of people who need
visits, or keep track of volunteers, we need you. As your pastor, I try to visit people as I can, but I need your
help. Our shut-ins would love to see someone besides me! Will you pray, and discern if you are being called to
be part of this new ministry?

Blessings and Care,
Pastor Susan

February Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14

SUNDAY SCHOOL
4 years old to 4th grade
9:30 am (LAF building or next to nursery)
rotational format

CHILDREN’S MOMENT /CHILDREN’S CHURCH
during 2nd service
We will begin a Lenten study 02/14/2016.

GAME NIGHT!!! (KIDS NIGHT)
Saturday, February 27th
6:00 pm—8:30 pm

Pizza, Pop & Popcorn
Drop your kids (4 years to 4th grade) off,
or stay and play games!
Please RSVP:
Miria 405-850-2253
Lenten Workshop
Sunday, 02/28/2016
following the 10:30 service
Fellowship Hall
Welcome to our new nursery worker, Caitlin Englehardt. She will begin in the nursery on Sunday, Jan 3. Caitlin is
also employed full time at Essentially Kids in Skiatook. She has her CDA in infants and toddlers, and is also a Master
Teacher for that age group. She is certified in CPR, First Aid, and Blood Born Pathogens. She has years of experience
caring for children, and we are lucky to have her on staff. Please welcome Caitlin when you see her. We are still in
need of an additional nursery worker, so if you know of anyone interested, please have them call the office.

Misc. Happenings










Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
Johnny & Nita
Whitney, for recycling the paper at
church.

Patti McKinney, for
working on the church budget and
finances all year round, and volunteering her time and services as
treasurer. It’s a HUGE job!
Judy Supernaw & the United
Methodist Women for organizing,
serving, and cleaning up after funeral service meals.
Debbie Bennett for scheduling
greeters throughout the new year.

Gifts are given...

In Memory of James “Butch” Jones,
by Judy Supernaw
and Rev. Susan Whitley
 In Memory of
Joyce Moursund ,by
Debbie Bennett, Judy
Supernaw, and Rev.
Susan Whitley
 In memory of Bob Partain by John &
Donna Watt
 To the LAF Building Fund, by Peck
and Glendell Brown.

Red Cross Blood Drive
In February, American Red Cross will be
celebrating Black History Month. Did
you know Dr. Charles Drew, an African
American surgeon, revolutionized the
understanding of blood plasma that lead
to the invention of blood banks?
And we can’t forget about Valentine’s
Day. Modern day “exchanging of Valentines” began in Britain, in 1797, when
Printers began producing limited numbers of valentines. Today, in the US, we
send over 190 million Valentine cards to
our loved ones. This February, we invite
you to honor their loved ones by donating blood at Skiatook FUMC!
You are encouraged to make an appointment in an effort to be seen when it
works best for your schedule. While the
hours are being extended, there will be
an hour of down time from 3:45-4:45, so
that the Red Cross team can have lunch.
You can sign up online at RedCrossBlood.org or by downloading the
free app. Text
BloodApp to 90999
or search Red
Cross Blood in the
App Store.
Next Drive: February 11th
1:45pm-6:45pm

Boy Scout Troop 250 ~ Meet Boy Scout Troop 250. Since 2007, they meet
at our church most weeks, all year round. This troop of 14 boys is committed to
being the best they can be. They are involved in acts of service throughout our
community, including vacuuming the sanctuary each week.
Scoutmaster Mark Hunt says that some people don’t realize Scouting is not a sport
or a seasonal activity. Scouting is designed to be a multi-year multi-layer journey
and experience opportunity where a young man can learn
and evolve who they are around a basis of how trust,
honor and respect build personal values. A scout learns
how and why it is important to help take care of himself
and others. He will learn the importance of service to and
with others as a basic element of society in developing
personal skills, value in life, and leadership skills. He will have opportunity to learn
basic life skills and explore personal interest areas about career paths, hobbies, life
skills, outdoors activities, recreation, and arts through over 130 different merit
badge topics. Scouting is an adventure at a time of a youths development that can
provide experiences and opportunities that last forever.
They currently have two scouts working on an Eagle rank, the highest rank award.
They meet Tuesdays at 7pm in the LAF building. They are on their way to success!

Condolences...
Our love and condolences go out to
Greg & Shelley
Wentworth and
their family as they
grieve the loss of
Shelley’s mom, Ms.
Joyce Moursund. Ms. Joyce was a
mighty presence in our church, and
will be greatly missed. May we all
be comforted by God’s love.
Our love and condolences go out
to Susie Partain and her family as
they mourn the loss of Bob, husband, father, brother, and friend.
May they feel God’s loving embrace
as they accept this tremendous
loss.

Thinking of You…
A thought, a prayer, a phone call
are wonderful ways to remember
those who are in need of uplifting.
A written note, a card, is probably
one of the kindest ways to let
someone know they being thought
of. And who
doesn’t like receiving mail that
isn’t a bill?
The office has
found itself with
an abundance of
assorted greeting cards for various
occasions.. We hope you will use
them to reach out to someone. It is
a tremendous gift of kindness to
know one is being thought of and
prayed for when going through
difficult times. It is also a great
way to connect with those who are
unable to make it to church.
If you have thought about sending
a card to someone but don’t have
any to send, please stop by and
pick up a few. The cards are located in the Seekers classroom in a
corner rack. Go ahead, make
someone’s day!

Sun

Mon

2

1
Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

7

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
*Pick up your
sub orders today

14
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45 Trustees
12-2:00: Youth

8

Tue

:

*10:00: United
Methodist
Women
Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

15
Presiden’ts
Day
ASAC Closed

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

9

10 Ash

11

12

13

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

noon: level 1
yoga
3:00 FIX
6:30 Ash
Wednesday Service
6:30: U M M

Cross Blood
Drive
*1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
Game Day
6pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible
Study

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

16
5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

Noon: level 1
yoga

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
3:00 FIX
6 pm: Level 2
5:30: Handbells yoga
7 pm Bible
6:30—Namesake Study
Bible Study #3

Wednesday 1:45-6:45: Red

17

18

5:30 Handbells

1:00 CHUMS
8:30: CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
Breakfast
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

Noon: level 1
yoga
3:00 FIX till Six

No Namesake
Bible Study

Noon: level 1
yoga

19

20

6:00: Sewing
Class

21

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45—

22
Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

23
5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

12-2:00: Youth

288:30: Wor- March 1 2
ship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
12-2:00: Youth
11:45 Children’s Lenten
Workshop

Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

24

Noon: level 1
yoga

25

26

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
5:30: Handbells 6 pm: Level 2
yoga
pm Bible
6:30—Namesake 7
Study
Bible Study #4

Kid’s Night
(Game Night)
6:00-8:30 pm

3:00 FIX

3
Noon: level 1
yoga
3:00 FIX
5:30 Handbells
6:30—Namesake
Bible Study #5

4

27

5

1:00 CHUMS
8:30 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga Breakfast
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

6

Skiatook First United Methodist Church

1007 S. Osage
P.O. Box 910
Skiatook, OK 74070

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dear Church Family,
With a grateful heart we want to thank you for
your love, comforting words and friendship during
this difficult time of Mom's passing.
To Susan, for the beautiful tribute and celebration
of life you gave in honoring Mom. To Robin, for
playing the piano and amazing singing of The Old
Rugged Cross and You Are The Wind Beneath My
Wings along with Amazing Grace. To Beverly, for
leading the congregational singing of Amazing
Grace.
For those who cooked and served the delicious
family dinner, we thank you...Gloria Forbes, Verna
Brown, Patti McKinney, Barb Fuller, Jackie Moss,
Glenda Guilfoyle, Judy Supernaw, Nita Whitney,
Kim Warrick, and the church. To others also that
we may have not mentioned.
It is absolutely a tremendous blessing being part of
a glorious church family.
Our Love,
Shelley & Greg Wentworth and family

RECYCLE PLEASE

More appreciation:
Dear Church Family,
I am so appreciative of your love
when I was recovering from hip surgery.
Your thoughts, prayers, phone calls, and
cards really were a blessing. It helped
lift my spirits and made a difference in
my recovery. I love
you all!!
Mrs. Verna Brown
Thank you to all of our church family
and friends that attended the baby shower and/or sent gifts for Alee back in December. It was a wonderful shower. We
really appreciate all the generosity!
Many Thanks!
Alee Fifer & Debbie Bennett

