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Advent in Skiatook 

ñThe Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.ò  John  1: 14 (NIV) 

By the time this is published, many of us will already be in full Christmas mode.  We may have already deco-

rated for Christmas, and many of us will have gotten a head start on the shopping and the many other things 

there are to do during the Christmas holidays.  Yet, as Christians, and especially as United Methodists, in the 

church, we are beginning the celebration of not just Christmas, but rather of Advent, as we move towards 

Christmas Eve and the celebration of the birth of Jesus. 

 

The first Sunday of Advent is called the beginning of the Christian year.  According to the church calendar, we 

begin this yearly cycle of Advent, Christmas, the life of Jesus, and the Passion of the Christ, the Resurrection, 

and then Pentecost.  Often, in December, we want to skip right past Advent and go straight to Christmas.  So 

why is the celebration of Advent important? 

 

During Advent, we express the hope and the expectation for both the first, and the second coming of Christ.  

We sing hymns like ñO Come, O Come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israelò as we remember the hope and 

the promise of the Hebrew Bible prophets.  We sing ñCome, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people 

free,ò as we state the hopes for those  living in oppression and slavery.  Advent speaks to the promise of hope 

as the people waited for the coming Messiah. 

 

Advent is a time when we remember that the birth of Jesus is just part of the story about Jesus.  It is the begin-

ning of the story.  We remember that the cradle is a foreshadowing of the cross.  The innocent brow of the ba-

by at Christmas will wear a crown of thorns on Good Friday.  The sweet hands of an infant will be pierced as a 

man, and the swaddling cloth will be reminiscent of a burial shroud. The light that shown on Bethlehem re-

minds us of the darkness at mid-day on Calvary.   

 

Yes, letôs still sing Christmas carols and celebrate and decorate and give gifts that remind us of the birth of 

Christ.  But letôs take just a moment before Christmas, and embrace Advent, that time of waiting for the Messi-

ah, when we are reminded that the world needed a Savior.  Letôs remember that Christmas itselfðthe birth of 

the babyðwas the beginning of the story that encompasses birth, life, death, resurrection, and the coming of 

the Holy Spirit.  Take a moment from the festivities to remember the struggle, the hope, and the promise of 

Christmas. 

Advent Blessings, 

Pastor Susan  

 



 
December Childrenõs News 

Jesus said, òLet the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of  

Heaven belongs to such as these.ó  Matthew 19:14 

 

Sunday, Dec. 14 in the 10:30 ser-

vice, we will tell the Christmas 

story in worship. We welcome 

everyone, especially the children 

to participate in what ever way 

they are comfortable.  There will 

be musical instruments, speaking 

parts, singing, and even just walk-

ing down the aisle and standing in 

front.    We need shepherds, an-

gels, wise men, etc. Costumes will be provided.  We will 

have a rehearsals during Childrenôs Church and  Sunday 

School that morning.  Please contact Miria  to sign up for 

this great event! We want to have costumes pulled and parts 

assigned, so let us know if your children will be here!  After 

worship, Santa Claus will be in the LAF building, and weôll 

have cookies and punch, and get pictures made! 

 

!   

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Schoolɉeach week at 9:30  

We will have fun, seasonal 
lessons through December! 

12/7ñAdvent Lesson 

12/14ñChristmas program   
prep 

12/21ñChristmas party  

12/28ñNew Yearõs lesson 

!ŎƻƭȅǘŜ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΥ 

5ŜŎΦ тΥ  [ŜȄƛ ŀƴŘ hƪƛ 

5ŜŎΦ мпΥ  ²ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ¢ȅƭŜǊ  

5ŜŎΦнмΥ  aŀƭƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ [ŜȄƛ 

5ŜŎΦ нуΥ  DŀōŜ ŀƴŘ hƪƛ 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ  

!ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎΗ 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 
5ŜŎΦ т ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ !Řπ
ǾŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 
άhƴŜ {ǘŀǊǊȅ 
bƛƎƘǘΦέ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [!C ōǳƛƭŘπ
ƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘπ
ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦ  
²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƴ ŀŎǝǾπ
ƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳƴΣ ŎǊŀƊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘΦ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ 
ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛπ
ǇŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ƘŜƭǇΣ ƭŜǘ aƛǊƛŀ WƻƴŜǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  LƴǾƛǘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ 
ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅΗ  

Skiatook Christmas Parade  

Friday, Dec. 12 is the Skiatook Christmas Parade!  We 
want to have our children ride on an FUMC float dressed 
as characters in the Nativity!  We think it would be great 
fun for the kids, and let people know about our church!  
Call Miria if you and your children would like to ride!  

bŀǘƘŀƴƛŜƭτǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌǳƴƪ ƻǊ ¢ǊŜŀǘ ŎŀƴŘȅ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΤ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƻƴ 9ǎǘƘŜǊΗ 



 



 

Advent 
Soup Sup-

per and        
Devotions  

 

Want to 
keep Christ 
in Christmas?  

One way is to take a break each 
week from the hustle and bustle 
of the Christmas season and the 
work week, and enjoy a meal, 
Christmas songs, and a brief de-
votion each Wednesday in De-
cember up through Christmas 
Eve.  Each Wednesday at 6:15, 
we will serve a variety of soups, 
crackers, and drinks and share 
table fellowship.  At 7:00, we will 
move to the sanctuary for a  
short time of songs, scripture, 
and a devotional message. An 
offering will be taken to benefit 
Circle of Care.  Join us for a mid-
week break and be reminded of 
the reason for the season! 

Misc. Happenings  

     Finance News 

Thank you so much 

to all of you have 

given so generously 

this past year.  Your  

gifts have been used to do so much in the com-

munity and the congregation itself.  You have 

helped feed the hungry, provided school sup-

plies and Christmas gifts to children, and sup-

ported relief efforts and missions around the 

world through our connectional giving. 

Because we are making a last push to make 

sure our budget is fully funded this year, the 

only designated gifts we are accepting are for 

Angel Tree and The Great Commission 

(apportionments).  All other giving will go to the 

General Budget through December.  Checks 

must be postmarked by Dec. 31 to receive tax 

credit for 2014.  THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

Servant Opportunities  

Greeters for 2015  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǿΣ 
ŦǊŜǎƘ ŦŀŎŜǎ Ƨƻƛƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ   

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
млΥол ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
нлмрΦ  DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿƻǊπ
ǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƳπ
ƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ƻǊ 
ƴŜǿ ƎǳŜǎǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŀȅ ƘŜƭƭƻ 
ǘƻ ƻǳǊ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ 
ǝƳŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴκŎƻǳǇƭŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ   

Ŧ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǎǘΦ фму-
офс-нрмф  

Servant Spotlight 

Many thanks to: 
¶ Tom 

Weathers , 
who tries 
to keep the 
potholes 
small & 
keep our 
parking lot 
safe 

¶ Dick Allen, who keeps our grounds 
looking good, even in this cold weather 

¶ District Superintendent George Warren 
for taking care of us while Susan was  
in Hong Kong 

THANKS  (from Pastor Susan)  

  Thanks so much for everyoneôs prayers, concern, and love while Mark 

was in the hospital in Hong Kong.  Thank you for allowing me the time to 

travel to be with him, and for all the work done by the church volunteers 

and staff who took care of so much while I was gone.  It is really wonder-

ful to be part of a loving church family who truly cares about one another. 

I appreciate each one of you so much! 

Cƛƴŀƭ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ .ƭƻƻŘ 5ǊƛǾŜττhǳǊ Ŭƴŀƭ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ .ƭƻƻŘ 5ǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ 

нлмп ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎΦ но ŦǊƻƳ н-сΥол ǇΦƳΦ  ²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ-ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƎƛƊΚ   

Ornament Exchange Christmas 

Party  

There will be a 
Christmas ornament 
òDirty Santaó style 
gathering after wor-
ship on Sunday, Dec. 
14.  All ladies of all 
ages are invited!  Bring a new 
Christmas ornament and a snack 
to share, and watch the fun un-
fold!  It is a fun way to get to 
know other women in the church, 
and end up with a new Christmas 
ornament!  



  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  
 1 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

2 
 
10:00: United 
Methodist Wom-
en 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
7:00  Boy Scouts. 

3 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3pm FIX  
5:30 Bell Choir 
6:00:  CHUMS to 
nursing home 
6:15: Vespers 
Soup Supper 
7:00 Advent Ves-
pers Service 
 

410:00 Prayer 

1:00  CHUMS 

4:30Chair Yoga 

6pm Level 2 
Yoga 

7pm Bible 
Study 

5 
11am:  CHUMS 

Lunch @ Luigiôs   

6  

7 
8:30  Worship 

9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
11:35:  Lunch, 
Advent Work-
shop 
 
4:30 Youth  

8 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

9 
 
11:00: United 
Methodist Wom-
en to Gander 
Way 
2:00: CHUMS 
Christmas party 
@Nursing Home 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
7:00  Boy Scouts. 

10noon:  level 
1 yoga 
3pm FIX  
5:30:  United 
Methodist Men 
5:30 Bell choir 
6:15: Vespers 
Soup Supper 
7:00 Advent Ves-
pers Service 

11 
10:00 Prayer 
1:00  CHUMS 

4:30Chair Yoga 

6pm Level 2 
Yoga 

7pm Bible 
Study 

12 

Angel Tree gifts 
due at church  

Skiatook Christ-
mas parade 

13 

10:00amð
6:00pm:  Fill the 
Truck @ Wal-
Mart  

14 
8:30 Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
(Childrenôs Pro-
gram @ 10:30) 
11:45:  Orna-
ment Exchange 

15 
11:00 ASAC 
Board Meeting 

Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

16 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00  Boy Scouts 

 

17 
noon:  level 1 
yoga 
3pm FIX til SIX 
5:30pm: Bell 
Choir 
6:15: Vespers 
Soup Supper 
7:00 Advent Ves-
pers Service 

18 

10:00 Prayer 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6 pm:  Level 2 
yoga 
7 pm Bible 
Study 

 

 

19 
CHUMS will not 
meet for breakfast 
this month 
 
Last Day of 
School for Skia-
took schools 

20  

Angel Tree Dis-

tribution  10-2  

 

 

21 
8:30  Worship 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
Angel Tree Dis-
tribution 1-5 pm 
 
4:30 Youth 
Group 

22 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

 

23 
2-6:30:  Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

 

24 
 
Christmas Eve 
Services:  5 pm 
and 7 pm 
 
Light refresh-
ments at 6 pm 

25 

Merry 
Christmas  
 

26 

Church Office 

closed 

27 

 

28 
 
8:30  Worship 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30  Worship 
 
No Youth 

29 
Noon:  level 1 
yoga 

 

Tentative College 
age get togeth-
erðdetails to 
come 

 

 

 

30  

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

 

7:00  Youth Lock 
Out 

31 
 
New Yearôs 
Eveðoffice clos-
es at noon 

1  
New Yearôs 
DayðOffice 
Closed 

2 

                   



 {ƪƛŀǘƻƻƪ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

мллт {Φ hǎŀƎŜ 

tΦhΦ .ƻȄ фмл 

{ƪƛŀǘƻƻƪΣ hY  тплтл 

w9¢¦wb {9w±L/9 w9v¦9{¢95 

 

Angel Tree 2014 

Angel Tree 2014 is in full swing!  Applications have 

been brought to the church, and Sheril Lewis and Ka Lu 

Underwood have already spent 

countless hours in organizing 

paperwork, and typing labels 

and angels to be distributed 

throughout the community.  

Each angel has a child with his/

her wish list  and clothing sizes. The Angel Tree is lo-

cated just inside the glass doors in the foyer near the 

Missions Area.  A suggested amount to be spent is $50

-60 dollars.   Gifts must be returned to the church by 

Sunday, December 14 at the latest, so that they can be 

sorted and bagged and picked up by the families the 

next week-end.  If you are interested in helping with 

sorting, and/or pickup, please let the office know.  This 

is one of our biggest missions throughout the year!  

Thanks for all your help! 

 RECYCLE PLEASE  

 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ р ǇƳ ƻǊ т ǇƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀƴŘƭŜƭƛǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎΣ ŀ ŎƘƛƭπ

ŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ р ǇƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜύΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǳǎƘŜǊ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΦ    LƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ  wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƴ-ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ 

ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǝƳŜΦ  

LƴǾƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ά/ƻƳŜ IƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέΗ 


