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The Light of Advent in Skiatook 
 

 “In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.”  John 1: 4-5  (NIV) 

 
 
Autumn is just about over (as brief as it was) and winter is upon us.   The weather is getting colder and the days 
are getting shorter.  It gets dark so much earlier now, especially since Daylight Savings Time has set our clocks 
back away from the artificially extended light of day.  Cold combined with darkness is not always a good combi-
nation for some people.  Clinical Depression can become intensified in people during winter.   Seasonal depres-
sion can happen.  People are not always as active, and may find themselves alone and isolated more often.  While 
darkness in itself is not a bad thing, it is always good to have the light of the sun, or a warm fire, or even a cozy 
lamp available for a mood boost. 
 
Advent is here—the time of waiting for the Christ to arrive, and for Christmas to be here.  The Jewish people of 
ancient Judea had been waiting for the Messiah to arrive.  It was a time of darkness in many ways—they had 
been conquered by the Romans, there were no prophets speaking the Word of God, and they were crushed by 
poverty and heavy taxes.   It seemed hopeless that things could be different.  Yet, they had hope.  They were 
waiting. The ancient prophecies of Isaiah, that a Messiah would be born, that the people walking in darkness 
would see a great light gave them hope.  Hope as they waited and longed for a word from the Lord. 
 
We see the metaphors and images of light all throughout the Bible.  Jesus is called The Light of the World.   In 
the Gospel of John, the first chapter describes Jesus as the Light that the people have been waiting for.    Join us 
each Sunday in Advent as we preach and teach and sing and learn the beloved Christmas story through the meta-
phors of Light.  We will light the Advent wreath candles each week, and wait for Christmas to arrive.  Our Ad-
vent sermon series will be Advent:  A Light Shines in the Darkness. 
 
Dec. 1:  Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7; John 1: 1-15  “A Witness to the Light” 
Dec. 8:  Luke 1: 26-38   “Carrying the Light” 
Dec. 15:  Our Messy Christmas pageant/ Lessons & Carols 
Dec. 22:  Luke 2: -23 “The Light in the Dark” 
Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve:  Luke 2: 1-7 “When All Seems Dark” 
Dec. 29:  Luke 2:  21-40 “The Light of Revelation” 
Jan 5:  Epiphany Sunday:  Matthew 2: 1-12 “The Light That Goes Ahead” 
 
We have wonderful services and activities planned for December.  I invite you to take a break from the shopping, 
the programs, the busy--ness, and the frantic bustle of the holidays to make time to come and seek the light of 
Jesus Christ.  I know you’ll be glad you did.  Come and worship Christ the King. 
 

   Advent Blessings,   
 

 Pastor Susan  

  



    D E C E M B E R  2019 
1st—Children carry Poinsettias in to Sanctuary  

          (meet in LAF at 10:15) 

          Advent Workshop in LAF  

          (lunch first)   Following 10:30 worship 

  7th—Vendor Fair 9-2 in LAF                                           

         (benefits Children’s program)  

  12th—ASAC Messy Christmas Program  5:00 

  14th—10:00 Messy Christmas Rehearsal (snack lunch following) 

  15th– Messy Christmas Program /  Lessons & Carols Service 

               Reception in LAF with special visitor to follow                                                     

  17th—ASAC Christmas Party 

  20th—No School—ASAC Open 6:30am to 6:00pm 

  24th— Christmas Eve Service 6:00 (nursery available) 

    

    Contact Miria to help in December!



 

 

December 2019 
 

Skiatook FUMC Youth 

Tis the season! 

Advent is upon us! It seems like only yesterday that we were ringing in the new year, but it’s time to gear up for another 

busy holiday season.  

Our youth kids have been recruited to help with this year’s Messy Christmas Pageant on the 15th. Our big kids will be 

helping out with the little kids and holding various roles in the pageant. With singing, scripture, and even a trumpet 

special, it should be a great time to support our young people. Also that week, we will be participating in the church 

talent show on the 18th. We will be performing as a group, but students are welcome to create their own performanc-

es, also. Afterward, we will be hosting a baked potato supper in the LAF building as a youth fundraiser. If you would 

like to donate your time or resources, please shoot me a text and let me know!       

The Lockout is going to begin at 6:00 p.m. on December 30th and end at 6:00 a.m. on the 31st. We will be ice skating, 

looking at Christmas lights, and going to Main Event . Cost for the Lockout is $50 per child. If cost is an issue, please 

come talk to Meg. AND one lucky someone will be the victim of our annual Christmacizing. Who will it be? It might be 

you...  

Fix 

With Thanksgiving break on the last Wednesday in November, we moved FIX til Six to the first Wednesday in December. 

On the 4th we will be getting in the church van and heading over to Owasso to shop for a couple of angels from our 

church’s angel tree. If your child feels led to donate, they are welcome to do so! A  budget will be provided, but they are 

welcome to add to it and really take ownership of this season of giving. Please send your child with $5 to enjoy Cherry 

Berry after we are done shopping. And as always, be available to pick up your child from the church building at 6:00.   

DECEMBER CALENDAR 

FIX til Six…... .......................... 4 

Messy Christmas………………..15 

Talent Show………...…………….18 

FIX Christmas Party…………….18 

No Classes………………………….25 

The Lockout…………………..30-31 

STUFF TO KNOW 

• Youth on Wednesday nights 
from 6:00-8:00 

• FIX on Wednesdays from 3:00-
4:30 

• FIX til Six will be on the last 
Wednesday that school is in 
session every month 

• Questions? Call Meg at (918)
906-0414. Texting is even bet-
ter!  



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Mary Overlease and Debbie Bennett 
for being greeters during October 

 Mark Boynton for changing the 
church sign  

 Patti McKinney for filling in and 
teaching  youth when Meg is out 

 Tom Weathers and Gary Tucker for 
changing light bulbs and ballasts 

 Patti McKinney and Beverly Dollar 
for volunteering with the After School 
Adventure Camp each week 

 Amy Hayes for sorting and setting out 
the toys from the Toy Run 

 Lora Cartner, Kim Warrick, Chris 
Hackney, & Patti McKinney for cook-
ing turkeys for our Thanksgiving meal 

 Angela Hayes and Mika Shelton for 
furnishing food for Wed. night youth 

Gifts are given… 

 To the LAF Building 
Debt Relief by Glenn & 
Mary Nelson and Glen-
dell Brown 

 To all who have donated to or 
adopted an angel from the angel 
tree  

 To the Angel Tree, by Scout Troop 
250 with the remainder of their 
funds since they’ve disbanded. 

Our Condolences 

Our heartfelt condolences go out to the 

family and friends of Judy Spurgeon. A 

long time member of Skiatook FUMC, 

Judy has been una-

ble to physically 

attend in recent 

years. She was a fun 

lady with a beautiful 

spirit and a heart for 

God.  Please be in 

prayer for the entire Spurgeon Family, 

especially during this holiday season.  

Poinsettias 

Each year we make poinsettias available 
for purchase or to be “sponsored” for $10 
each. This helps us decorate the church 
for advent. If you would like to buy or 
sponsor one, please note if your gift is 
in honor of (still living) or in memory of 
(person has passed) of a loved one. 
Envelopes will be available in the pews 
and the foyer. For easier reading, 
please print. Names will be shared in 
the Christmas Eve bulletin, and plants 
can be picked up after worship.  

News from Finance 

Thank you so much to all who have 
contributed in so 
many ways this 
year. In October, 
we sent out 3rd 
quarter giving 
statements, and 

asked for an extra gift of any size if 
possible to help us make up the 
budget deficit we were seeing.  
Many of you did, and the deficit is 
so much more manageable.  We 
still have December to get caught 
up, so any and all giving is appreci-
ated. 

Because we were so short this sum-
mer and fall, we fell behind on our 
missional apportionment giving.  
We have decided that our ENTIRE 
Christmas Eve offering will be split 
between Circle of Care, and some 
other missional entities.  We will 
be learning about Circle of Care 
throughout December and hope 
that you find it in your heart to help 
us support them. 

United Methodist Men 

Our United Methodist Men are still fundrais-

ing! If you would like to purchase a raffle 

ticket for a side of beef, please see one of 

the UM Men. Raffle tickets for the side of 

beef are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20.   

The drawing will be held on Sunday, Decem-

ber 15th. Need not be present to win.  
Thank you! 

Thank you for all the cards and pray-
ers for Jeni during her stay in the hos-
pital and Kaiser Rehabilitation. She is 
home now and doing well in physical 
therapy.  

George, Diana, & Jeni 
Snyder 

 

Thank you, Dear 
Friends,  for donating 

to the flood fund, for helping me 
move everything out of my house, 
into a truck , and then into storage; 
thank you for  very special friends 
that welcomed me into their home 
while mine was unlivable. I truly ap-
preciate every little or big thing that 
was done for me.  
With love, Tish Burill  

A heartfelt thank you goes out to our 

UMW/Fellowship Team for serving fam-

ilies  during their time of grief. Kim 

Warrick, Chris Hackney, Lora Cartner, 

Marilyn Mullen, Sandy Kimbrough, and 

Julie Guy, thank you for being the hands 

and feet of Christ! 

United Methodist Women 

The UWM will host their annual 
Christmas luncheon on Thursday, De-
cember 12, 2019.  Our Christmas 
luncheon will be at The Tavern Res-
taurant in downtown Tulsa.  ALL 
women of the church are invited.  
There will be 
a gift ex-
change, and 
if you wish to 
participate, 
we ask that 
you please bring a $10 gift.  We will 
meet at the church at 10:45 to caravan 
to the restaurant.  If you have any 
questions please contact Lora Cartner 
or any member of the UMW.  Hope to 
see you there! 

Congratulations! 

 Congratulations to 

Jonathon & Megen 

Beene and family on 

their beautiful  and 

healthy twins! On Fri-

day, November 1st, the 

family welcomed Roncie and Grant into 

the world, weighing 6 lbs and 5 lbs, 10 

ozs., respectively.   

The twins are welcomed by their siblings 

and a large extended family. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

9:30: Sunday 
School 

10:30: Worship 

11:45: Advent 
Workshop 

UMW bake sale 

2 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
 
 
6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 

4 
11:00: Yoga 1 
3:00-6:00: FIX til 
SIX  

5:30: Handbells  
6-8:  Youth  

6:00:Soup Supper 

7:00: Hanging of 
the Greens 

5 

 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

6 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 

7 
9am-2pm: 

Vendor Fair to 

benefit chil-

dren’s ministry 

8 
9:30: Sunday 
School 

10:30: Worship 
 
Angel Tree 
Gifts Due 
  
 

9 

11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 
 

 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 

3:00-4:30: FIX  

5:30: Choir Prac-
tice 
6-8:  Youth  

6:30: Handbells 

12 
10:45: UMW 
Christmas Party 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 

13 
10:00:  Yoga 

10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 

14   10 am—

Messy Christ-

mas rehearsal 

10am-2pm: An-

gel Tree Distri-

bution 

15 
9:30: Sunday 
School 

10:30: Lessons 
& Carols & The 
Messy Christ-
mas Pageant  
 
 

16 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 
 

 

 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00: Girl Scouts 

18 
11:00: Yoga Lev-
el 1 
3:00-4:30: FIX 
Christmas Party 

5:30 Choir Prac-
tice 

6: 00 Talent 
Show followed 
by Meal (youth 
fundraiser) 

19 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 

20 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

 

22 
9:30:  Sunday 
School 
 
10:30: Worship 
 
 

23 

11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

 

6:00 Quilting 
Class 

24 
 

 
 
 
6:00: Christmas 
Eve Candlelight 
Worship  

25 
 
 

 

 

 

26 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 
 
Office Closed 

27 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

29 
5th Sunday 
Brunch 
 
10:30: Worship 
 
 

30 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

6:00 Quilting 
Class 

 

6 :00  Youth 
Lockout 

31 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Jan. 2 
 

Jan. 3 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
 

Jan. 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

N O  S C H O O L — A S A C  C L O S E D  

Church office closed New Year’s Day, lightly 

staffed Thursday and Friday 

N O  

S C H O O L —

A S A C  O P E N  

N O  S C H O O L — A S A C  C L O S E D  

December  



 Skiatook First United Methodist Church 

1007 S. Osage 

P.O. Box 910 

Skiatook, OK  74070 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 PLEASE RECYCLE! 

Advent & Christmas Calendar of Activities 

We have a lot going 
on this year for Ad-
vent and Christmas.  
We hope you join us 
for as many of these 
as you can! 

Dec. 1:  Children process into worship with poin-
settias 

Dec. 1:  Children’s Advent Workshop & Lunch—
immediately after worship 

Dec. 4:  Fix Till 6—Angel Tree Shopping 

Dec. 4:  Soup Supper @ 6, followed by Hanging of 
the Greens service @ 7 and completion of church 
decorating 

Dec. 8:  Angel Tree Gifts due 

Dec 9-13:  Angel Tree Sorting, Bagging Shopping 

 

Dec. 14:  Angel Tree Distribution   10am-2pm 

Dec. 12:  UMW Christmas Party-meet at 10:45 t 
church for lunch at the Tavern Restaurant in Tulsa 

Dec. 14:  10:00 am—Messy Christmas pageant      
rehearsal  

Dec. 15:   Messy Christmas Pageant/Lessons & Car-
ols at 10:30 worship 

Dec. 18:  6:00pm Church wide Talent Show, fol-
lowed by youth fundraiser dinner 

Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve Candlelight service:  6 pm 

Dec. 29:  Fifth Sunday Potluck Brunch during SS 

Dec. 30 Youth LockOUT, 6pm—6am 

 


