Skiatook First United Methodist Church

1007 S. Osage
P.O. Box 910
Skiatook OK 74070
www.fumcskiatook.com
Email: office@fumcskiatook.com
918-396-2519
Fax: 918-396-7973

Methodist
Messenger

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world!

December 2017

Angels in Skiatook
“Continue in brotherly love. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing
some people have entertained angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13: 1-2, NIV)
The Bible is full of references about angels, some of them even named. We read about appearances of Gabriel
in both the Old and the New Testaments, and the Heavenly Hosts in the New Testament as well. It is Gabriel
who appears to Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph in the birth narrative of Jesus, and the Heavenly Hosts who appear
to the shepherds on the night Jesus is born. The angels always seems to elicit a reaction of fear, for the first
thing that is said to those who see them is “be not afraid.” Though we do not learn much factually about angels
from the Bible, they are definitely not depicted as the cute little cherub type beings we see pictured in the art of
the Renaissance, nor are they the warm fuzzy winged golden-haloed beings that we see in Hallmark or Lifetime
movies, especially at Christmas. Almost certainly they weren’t like Clarence in the movie It’s a Wonderful Life!
What we do know is that the angels depicted in scripture were messengers of God. The angel appearances were
an example of the divine breaking into the ordinary, just as God does at Jesus’ birth. They offered a message
from God—messages of hope, of peace, of good news, of love, and even of warning at times. These are messages that we still need to hear today. We live in a world of uncertainty. At times, just like the Biblical characters, we are fearful, worried, anxious, and unsure of our futures. We need to hear these angelic messages more
than ever today.
We are called to look around us, and open our eyes to the message God has for us. During the Advent season,
let’s take a moment to pause and find the angels among us. Who are they, and what messages are they offering
to us? Are we taking time to see those around us? Are our lives too busy at Christmas to have an “interruption
from God”? Do we even notice or hear when God is speaking to us? Do we allow the Divine to break through
into our ordinary lives? The flip side of this is that we too are called to be messengers—bringing messages of
good news, hope, peace, love, and possibly even warning to those in our paths and our circles. Who can you be
an “angel among us” to? Who needs to hear your words, your message from God?
Join us this year for Advent, as each Sunday we look at the messages of the Angels to Zechariah, Mary, Joseph,
and the shepherds. Our sermon series is “Angels Among Us: #DoNotBeAfraid. As we fly in the face of fear
this Advent, come and be part of our messages about #morehope, #morepeace, #morejoy, #morelove, and
#morelife. Invite someone to come with you. Many people are especially open to attending church during the
Christmas season. Will you pray with me that God will speak, and break into our ordinary lives this Advent?

#MoreBlessings,
Pastor Susan

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 Joel Blankenship
for taking on the
task of shopping,
prepping, and
cooking meals each week for
our Wednesday evening
meals and doing a phenomenal job
 Those who stepped up to
help Joel with setup and
clean during our Wednesday
evening meals
 Vernon Lester, Robin Goodloe, Sandy Kimbrough, Judy
Supernaw, Patti McKinney,
Julie Guy, and Sharon
Langenberg for taking care
of Angel Tree registrations
 Cathy Allred, Beverly Dollar,
Jane Danner, and Pastor Susan for putting up Advent
decorations on Black Friday.
 Susie Partain for putting up
the Angel Tree in the foyer.

Gifts are given...






In Loving Memory of Phyllis
Leonard by Johnny & Nita
Whitney to the LAF Building
Fund
In Loving
Memory of Phyllis Leonard by
Tom and Barbara
Hall
The LAF Building Fund by
Glenn & Mary Nelson and
Peck & Glendell Brown

Red Cross Blood Drive
*Monday*
December 4,
2017
12:30-6:30pm
Room 103
*Please note the change of day
due to a scheduling conflict.

A huge welcome to Naomi Gallinitis who
joins our church by a Profession of Faith. Naomi is the sister of Leona Enloe, and she has
been very involved in the C.H.U.M.S. even
before she moved to town. Please welcome
her as you see her around!

Condolences
Our heartfelt condolences go out to
Lisa Riggs and the
family of Ms. Phyllis
Leonard. Ms. Phyllis Leonard was an active part of our
church and the C.H.U.M.S. as long as
her health would allow. She will be
greatly missed.
Our condolences also go out to Pastor
Susan and her family on the loss of her
mom, Ms. Minnie Charlena Colleps. We
continue to keep both these families in
prayer for peace, comfort, and strength.
News From Finance

Thank you all for the tremendous
year we had in 2017. Your gifts
make a huge difference in the life
and the ministries of the church. As
of November 30, we
are at 100% paid for
our apportionments
(mission obligations.)
We have also paid
approximately
$45,000 directly to the principle of
our debt on the LAF building.
If you have not yet turned in a
pledge card, it is not too late to do
so. This helps us tremendously as
we budget for 2018. Even if you are
using the monthly draft system,
please turn in a card with an
amount, and note on the back that it
is already being drafted. If the
amount or date is different, please
also include a voided check, so the
bank can make necessary adjustments.

Angel Tree
We are in the home stretch of our
Community Angel Tree, and this congregation and our town is amazing!
With 200 kids registered, local
churches, Dollar General, local citizens, and YOU have stepped up to
adopt them all. The next step is to
check, bag, double check, and shop
for the “leftover” angels. Gifts are due
at the church on Dec. 10th, and Sheril
will need help that week, to be ready
for a Dec. 16th distribution. If you can
help, or need to know what’s involved, please contact the church
office. There are angels among us!

Church Security
Conversation
I am sure that most of you are
aware of the various incidents
that have taken place on church
campuses lately, specifically the
church shooting in Texas a few
weeks ago. On Sunday, December 10th, immediately after the
second service, we will have a
conversation regarding church
security in light of these events.
Anyone who is interested or has
ideas and suggestions is welcome to attend. Though we understand we cannot always prevent every act of violence, we
do want to be prepared and
think about plans and possibilities. A light lunch will be
served. We invite your input as
we work to make our church a
safe place.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Nov 27 28
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
6:00: Quilting
Class

3

4

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
12:30-6:30: Red
Cross Blood
Drive
6:00: Quilting
Class

10

11

8:30: Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching

5

Angel Tree gifts
due

Appearance by
Santa in LAF

24

10:30: Christmas Eve service
5:00: Christmas
Eve Service

31
9:30 Brunch
10:30: Worship

7:00 Boy Scouts

29
11 am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
6:00 Soup Supper
7:00 Hanging of
the Greens

6

Thu

30

1:00 Chums
Game Day
4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2

13

11:00 UMW
Christmas Lunch
Gander Way

11am: level 1
yoga
12:30: Stretching
3-6:00 FIX till
SIX
6:00: Youth
6:00: UMM
Church Christmas Caroling

1

Sat

10:00: Yoga

2

10:30: Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

1:00: Zoey
Rosser Baby
Shower

8

9

Yoga

7

1:00: CHUMS’
11 am: level 1
Game Day
yoga
12:30: Stretching
4:30Chair Yoga
3-4:30: FIX
6:00: Level 2
Yoga
7:00 All Church
Talent Show

12

Fri

14
4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

10:00: Yoga
10:30: Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

15

16

10:00: Yoga

10-3 pm: Angel
Tree Distribution

10:30: Prayer
Group
11:30: Stretching

OPERATION ANGEL TREE—SORTING, BAGGING, ETC.

4-7:00:KNO

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship/
Children’s Program

5:30: Weight
Watchers

7:00 Boy Scouts

11:45:
Conversation
about church
security

17

5:30: Weight
Watchers

Wed

18

19

20

25

26

27

Office Closed

Office Closed
5:30: Weight
Watchers

11 am: level 1
yoga

5:30: Weight
Watchers
7 pm:
12:00: CHUMS
Christmas Potluck Boy Scouts
& Gift Exchange
6:00: Quilting
Class

21

22

23

29

Dec. 30

11 am: level 1
1:00: CHUMS’
yoga
10:30 Prayer
Game Day
Group
12:30: Stretching
6 pm: Youth
Christmas Party
Last day of SkiaASAC CLOSED
took Public
t
h
r
o
u
gh January 2, 2018
Schools

28

11 am: Level 1
1:00: CHUMS’
yoga
12:30: Stretching Game Day

10:00: Yoga

4:30: Chair
Yoga

10:30Prayer
Group

6p:00: Level 2
Yoga

11:30: Stretching
1:00: CHUMS
New Year’s Party
& Game Day

Youth Lockout

Skiatook First United Methodist Church

1007 S. Osage
P.O. Box 910
Skiatook, OK 74070

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

RECYCLE PLEASE

Sunday, Dec.17:Lessons & Carols/ Children’s Program: The 8:30 service will be a full service of LesThe Celebration of the Ad- sons and Carols, as we have done in past years. The
vent Season, followed by 10:30 service will be Lessons & Carols, but with the
Christmas has begun. Join children telling the Christmas story through their
us each Sunday for our
program. Children should arrive at 9:30 to get cosAdvent sermon series
tumes on and be ready. Santa will make an appear“Angels Among Us:
ance after church in the LAF Building!
#DoNotBeAfraid”. We will
look at the messages the angels bring to Zechariah, Christmas Eve Services: Because Christmas Eve
falls on a Sunday, our schedule will be different this
Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds.
year. We will have ONE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Wednesday Advent Devotions were replaced this
AT 10:30 a.m., and ONE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
year with other activities.
AT 5:00 p.m. There will be no 8:30 service, Sunday

Wed Nov. 26: Soup Supper (6 pm) and Hanging School or Children’s Church that morning. Both services will celebrate Christmas Eve with Communion
Of the Greens—7 pm
and candlelight.

Wed. Dec. 6: All Church Talent Show—7 pm
Sunday, Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve: There will be

Wed. Dec. 13: All church Christmas caroling—
one combined service at 10:30 a.m., with a potluck
7pm, followed by cookies and cocoa
brunch at 9:30 in Room 103. There will be no Sunday School that morning.
Advent and Christmas Happenings!

