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Celebrating in Skiatook
“On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts” (Matthew 2: 11)

This story of the wise men, or the Magi, appears only in the Gospel of Matthew. Most Christmas pageants presented in churches and schools usually include a scene with three children dressed in colorful robes, carrying
gifts to the Christ child. In the church, we like this story! We even have a special Sunday after Christmas to tell
it—Epiphany Sunday. It is probably from this Biblical story that the tradition of giving gifts to our children and
to each other has evolved.
But oh, how the story has been distorted! Notice in the story who receives the gifts----the Christ child! Notice
the reason for the gifts---worship! Yet for so many of us here in the United States and around the world, the emphasis on Christmas has shifted from worship and giving to Jesus, to giving presents and spending massive
amounts of money on our friends, family and selves. As a result, we often find the Christmas season to be stressful in time, money and even expectations. We often find that the hustle and bustle of the season leave us
stressed, exhausted, in debt, and wondering what it was all about! Is that truly how Christmas is supposed to
make us feel? Are we missing the point somewhere?
I invite you to rethink just exactly how we celebrate the birth of our Savior. We could have a more meaningful,
thoughtful holiday by: 1)worshipping fully; 2)spending less; and 3)giving more in terms of time, relationships
and gifts that make a true difference in lives. What if we gave more presence and less presents? Do we really
need another sweater? Do we really want more perfume, or aftershave, or another DVD, or whatever?
What if each family, or even each person, chose to buy just one less gift and instead use that money for something life changing? Like a mosquito net in Africa, clean water in India, groceries at our local SEAC, or some
other local charity you support. Make it a family decision. If we believe that Christ, the reason for the season,
makes a difference in the world, then shouldn’t our celebration of Christmas make a difference as well? Could
that be our gift to the Christ this year? In addition to the gifts we buy for our children and our families, what if
we gave a gift of time—a family afternoon spent volunteering somewhere, or a coupon for a visit to the park or
the zoo, or making a visit to a nursing home—things our children will remember long after that favorite toy has
been played with and forgotten.
I invite each family to participate in at least one non-commercial gift idea. It’s never too soon to teach our children, and even ourselves, about the value of the gift of time, service, and charitable giving. Will you help return
the focus of Christmas to worship and loving, rather than spending and buying? I invite you to be a part of reducing the 450 billion dollars that is spent on Christmas each year just in the U.S., and rather become part of
something revolutionary. I always hear people say “Let’s keep Christ in Christmas.” Well, Christ never left!
We are the ones who often leave Christ out of Christmas, through a skewed understanding of what the season
really is about. I remind you of the Matthew scripture, where the Magi worship Jesus, and give gifts to him. After all, it is Jesus’ birthday, not ours.

Christmas Blessings,

Pastor Susan

December Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Christmas Program
Sunday, December 13th
The children will participate in the
second service. Please contact Miria
for parts and costumes!

After the service we will have a reception in the LAF building with a
Special guest.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

VESPERS ACTIVITIES

Are you interested?

There will be childrens activites on
the nights of Vespers services.
We will meet in the LAF building for
fun and devotion!

Is your child interested?
When can your child practice?
Who should lead?
Please send me feedback on a children’s choir.

ADVENT ADVENTURES
Sunday, December 6th

After 2nd service we will celebrate advent with a visit
to Bethlehem for ONE STARRY NIGHT .
Please contact Miria to sign up for a role and to sign up
your little ones for the visit.

Christmas Parade
Friday , December 11th
We will have a “live nativity” float!
We would love to have your children on it!

Call Miria to sign up!

Mark your calendar for these Children’s events in December.
12/06 Advent Adventures, 12/11 Christmas Parade,
12/13 Christmas Program

Misc. Happenings
Blood Drive

Welcome! ~
Wish a hearty welcome to our newest
members! Greg, Kayla, & Brock
Halford joined November 15th with
Professions of Faith. Greg and Brock
went on to get baptized that afternoon
in Skiatook Lake.
Gena Quarantello joined with us on
November 22nd, also by making her
Profession of Faith.
Choir, anyone?

If you are interested in being in a choir
that performs during the
holidays, see Beverly
Dollar or show up for
practice at 9:30 on Sundays in the sanctuary.

Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:
 James Prather,

Tom Weathers, and
Gunnar Anderson, for
painting the Sunday
School classroom
 Boy Scout Troop
250 for vacuuming the sanctuary
every week, for restriping the parking lots, setting up for our Thanksgiving meal, and for painting the
Sunday School classroom


Cathy Allred, for ensuring there
are plenty of Communion Sacraments when needed



Julie Guy, Judy Supernaw, and
Chuck and Cathy Allred for speaking during our Legacy series.



Bobby Rosser and the Methodist
Men for joining with Darrel Briggs,
Riveted Church, and other bikers
in the Skiatook community to host
a Toy Run and supply needed toys
to help with the Angel Tree

The American Red Cross will hold a
blood drive here at SFUMC on December 3rd. It will be the final drive
of the year here at the church.
Please help make this a successful
drive, when, unfortunately, the holidays see way too many tragedies.
Every donation helps save a life!
Held in the old fellowship hall, the
drive will run from
2pm - 6pm. Walkins are welcome.

Vespers
The first three
Wednesdays
in Advent,
December
2nd, 9th, and 16th, we will host
our annual Vespers service. We
will begin with a soup supper at
6:15pm. These are various
soups and stews provided by
several in our church family.
At 7:00pm, we will gather together in the sanctuary for worship
that includes prayer, song, and a
homily (short sermon), that will
keep us encouraged and uplifted
as the busyness of the Christmas
season abounds. Often lasting
less than an hour, this is a wonderful way to remember the reason for the season. Please join
us, and invite a friend!

UGANDAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR
On Sunday, December 6, World
Vision, Inc. will be bringing the
Ugandan Children’s Choir to
Skiatook FUMC! We will have
one combined service that day
at 10:30 am. The children will
perform their program of joyous song and dance, as they
praise and worship God with
traditional Ugandan music and
costume.
Be sure and invite someone to
come with you that day. They
will be the main part of the service, as their program is 45
minutes long. We will take up
a special love offering for them
at the end of the service, and
World Vision will have a table
with information.
We will not have Children’s
Church that day—we want our
kids to see how kids around the
world worship! Be sure and
join us for this special Sunday!
Let’s Celebrate!
The family of Alee and Sam
Fifer invites you to join them on
Saturday, December 5th from
2-4pm as they are showered
with love and gifts in celebration of their bundle of joy! Baby
Fifer is expected
to arrive in January 2016.
Congratulations, Alee & Sam!

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

9:00: Sewing
Class
5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

6
7
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Combined WorshipUgandan Kids
Choir
11:45 Advent
Workshop

Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

6-7:30 Youth

13
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
w/Children’s
Program
11:45 Trustees
11:45: Santa
Visits

14
Noon: level 1
yoga

8

9:00: Sewing
Class
10:00: United
Methodist
Women
5:30: Weight
Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

15

Wed

2

Noon: Level 1
yoga
3 :00 FIX
5:30 Handbells
6:15/7:00: Vespers Soup Supper
and Devotion

Thu

3

1:00 CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible
Study

6:30: United
Methodist Men

16

Noon: level 1
9:00: Sewing
yoga
Class
3:00: FIX till Six
7:00 Boy Scouts 5:30 Handbells

4

2:00-6:30: Red
11:30am:
Cross Blood
CHUMS Lunch &
Drive, OFH
4:30Chair Yoga Game Day
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible Study

9
noon: level 1 10
yoga
3:00: FIX
5:30 Handbells
6:15/7:00: Vespers Soup Supper
and Devotion

Fri

17

5

9:00am—

6:00pmWal-Mart
Fill the Truck for
Angel Tree
2-4:00pm Fifer
Baby Shower

11 Angel Tree 12
gifts are due
6:00: Skiatook
Christmas Parade:
Line-Up & Registration, Parade
begins @7pm

18

1:00 CHUMS
8:30: CHUMS
Game Day
4:30Chair Yoga Breakfast
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
6:15/7:00: Vespers Soup Supper 7 pm Bible
Study
and Devotion

6:00: Sewing
Class

Sat

19
10:00-2:00: Angel Tree Distribution in OFH

OPERATION ANGEL TREE: Pick up, sort, shop, and prepare for distribution—Times to be announced.

20

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45: Ladies’
Ornament Exchange in LAF
1-5:00: Angel
Tree Distribution in OFH

27

8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

21

22

Noon: level 1
yoga

9:00: Sewing
Class
5:30: Weight
Watchers

6:00: Sewing
Class

23

Noon: level 1
yoga

7:00 Boy Scouts

28

29

Church Office
Closed

9:00: Sewing
Class
5:30: Weight
Watchers

Noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: Sewing
Class

7:00 Boy Scouts

30

noon: level 1
yoga
3:00 FIX
5:30: Handbells
6:00 Chums to
nursing Home
YOUTH: Lock
Out

24

25Church Of- 26

Christmas Eve: fice Closed
5:00: FamilyFriendly Worship
7:00: Traditional Worship

31
1:00 CHUMS
Game Day

Jan. 1,
2016
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THANK YOU!
Thank you greatly for your cards, your
calls, and your visits! I have treasured
each and every one. I often pull out your
cards and read them over again. Each

one is a golden nugget of sunshine!
In Christ’s Love,
Marietta Dunham
Mrs. Dunham is home and doing well. She was
able to make it to church and stay for our
Thanksgiving lunch. She continues to make progress as she gets stronger.

RECYCLE PLEASE

KEEP IN TOUCH!
There are often so many things going on in the
life of the church that some people have a difficult
time keeping up with everything. One great strategy is to remove the calendar found in the newsletter, and keep up that way.
Another way to keep up is to check out the
church’s website at www.fumcskiatook.com.
There is a calendar, as well as a slide show that
often gives a snapshot of things to come. You can
also check out the church’s Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/SkiatookFUMC.
If you’d like to receive emails from the church
office, please let us know. We send out prayer requests as well as weekly updates. Email us
office@fumcskiatook.com to be added.
Of course, we still use the postal service and
make phone calls. If you haven’t received any contact from us lately, call the church office to ensure
we have the correct information. 918-396-2519

