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Church Membership in Skiatook
“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day.” Acts 2:41 (NIV)
The beginning of the book of Acts in the New Testament tells the story of a group of men and women who were
the beginning of what we call the Early Church. This picture of the first “church”, or “followers of the Way” as
they were called, is a fascinating picture of the commitment and radical devotion these men and women felt towards their cause—their belief in the person of Jesus as the risen Christ. Not only did they feel this commitment
and devotion towards Jesus, there was a sense of urgency for them that others should know and share in their
conviction of the risen Christ as well. They had a desire and a passion for everyone to know and experience Jesus. A movement that had a membership of twelve went to an organization that had thousands of members in a
single day.
That’s some amazing church growth! After World War 2, the American church experienced rapid growth based
on the membership model. Churches became institutions where members had rights and privileges, as well as an
expectation of responsibility for subsequent generations, with thought given to the intentions of previous generations as well. This membership model of the church began to decline in the 1970’s as a different generation became less interested in “institutions” and more interested in experiences. This has resulted in a church at large
where members experience the church as a “high-demand, low-commitment” organization. Perhaps it is time to
move away from the membership model of the church, and become more of a disciple-based ministry model.
Being a disciple first and a church member second changes the focus. A disciple follows Christ, and is not concerned with a “promise of benefits”, but rather a “promise of purpose”. Disciples gather in community, with a
sense of mission, and a seeking of God’s purpose for their lives and their group. The radical call of discipleship is
to discover the power of giving to and participating in the work of God in our world. We don’t need more church
members in the world today—we need more Christians—more church members---to live out the call that Jesus
places on us. We need more disciples!
“The expectations of a disciple are clear: to be in a living relationship with Jesus Christ, to meet him in worship
and personal practices of the faith, and to be in a community of living witnesses to his life-giving presence in our
world.” (taken from the book “From Members to Disciples” by Michael Foss). This summer, we have been exploring the book of Acts, and finding out how we are called to be disciples, rather than simply church members.
There is a big difference! Join us in August as we wrap up our series, “Empowered! Lessons from the Book of
Acts”. Will you pray with me that we move from a “membership model” to a “disciple-based ministries model”? We have 485 church members already! Let’s work on developing more disciples.

Blessings,
Pastor Susan

August Children’s News
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
Heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Children’s Church Teachers Needed
Thanks to all our VBS Volun- Each Sunday during the second service, we offer a Children’s
teers!
Thanks to Joanna Darrow and
Sharon
Langenberg
for directing
our VBS. We
had approximately 40 or
so kids each
night, and
lots of fun.
We also had dozens of volunteers
who taught rotations, led groups
from activity to activity, helped
with registration, cooked dinner
for us each night, and still others
who cleaned. Thanks to those
who decorated, and to those who
took the decorations down!
A big thanks also to those who
donated craft items, money, and
other resources to make our VBS
a success!

Church experience for children through 5th grade. We use a six
week rotational model, focusing
on a different type activity each
week to reinforce a basic Bible
concept. Children’s Church
teachers are asked to do one lesson every six weeks! Yes, you
heard that right. Once every six
weeks! And the best part is—any
adult can do this, even if your own children are long grown up!
This is an important opportunity we offer, not only for our children, but also for parents, and especially those families who may
be new to attending church. We often see our guests excited to
know about this opportunity. There are a couple of rotations open,
so if you are willing to teach once every six weeks, please let Linda
Tucker know. Curriculum will be provided to you, and our children will love you for it.

A very special thanks goes to Vinita FUMC and Meadowcreek UMC
in Collinsville for giving us so
many wonderful decorations.
This is an example of the connection at its finest!
The first day of Skiatook Schools is
Wednesday, August 13. On Sunday, August 10, we
will call all of our
students and teachers to the front for a special prayer!
Good luck, and God’s blessings this
school year!

FIX TO BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER
FIX is our Fifth and Sixth grade program that meets on
Wednesday afternoons. This year, we will start up again on
Sept.3. FIX meets immediately after school (students can
ride the bus here) and then be picked up at 4:30 pm. Once
a month, we have FIX till Six, a long day with a fun activity.
Make plans now to send your fifth and sixth graders! And
invite a friend! We had a large group of 5th and 6th graders
at VBS—we hope to see them at FIX!

Misc. Happenings
Success is…

Two years ago, I received a phone
call asking if our church would like
to participate in providing 50 sack
lunches once a week to local children at the Skiatook pool. Earlier in
the year, we had already trimmed
all “excess” items from our budget.
There were areas that really could
use a few extra dollars. So how
could I come before the church
and ask the members of our congregation to reach in to their pocket and help with one more thing
above and beyond their already
generous tithes and offerings? But I
did.
And you came through. For the
past couple of years, you have given money, donated items, and given your time to help us reach out
and make a difference in our community. There is such a great joy
when a child takes a simple sack
lunch and a bottle of water, and
says “Thank you!” with a smile.
A very special THANK YOU to the
following people for helping me to
breathe a little easier, and for making my work a little lighter with this
outreach.
Judy & Christine Supernaw, Gunnar
Anderson, Vern & Barbara Fuller,
Nita Whitney, Cherlyn & Rachael
Jones, Christina Bertwell, Lisa &
Trudy Riggs, Phyllis Leonard, Arthur
& Janet Murnan, Tish Burill, Patti
McKinney, Sharon Langenberg,
Nancy Livengood-Miller, Steve &
Julie Guy, Jenny Enloe, the United
Methodist Women , and the Virginia Supernaws.
“I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers…”
Philemon1:4 (KJV)
~ Ka’Lu Underwood

This year’s school supply drive came
with an unexpected, but welcome
partnership with Wal-Mart #0246 in
Skiatook. Wal-Mart invited us to
stand in front of their store and ask for the community’s help as we
attempted to “Fill the Bus.” What a wonderful three days! With
the help of their employees, Toni, Kerry, and CJ, members of the
Skiatook Rotary Club, quite a few from our congregation, and several teachers from the Skiatook district, we were able to raise almost
enough supplies and monetary donations to take care of over 150
kids. The next time you are shopping, you are encouraged to thank
them for a job well done.
Thursday

August 14

The American Red Cross will be
having a blood
drive in the old
fellowship hall
from 2-6:30 p.m.
Come on out and
give this Lifesaving gift!

Servant Spotlight: Thanks
to:


Beverly Dollar for doing
our 2013 financial audit.

We welcome Larry and Joan
Dalvine as the newest members of
our church family. They come to us
by transfer from Chelsea FUMC.
Thank you, Dalvines, for making
SFUMC your home!



Sheril Lewis, for heading

up the organization on
the School Supply Drive


Vern Fuller, Gary Tucker, Chuck Allred for repairing the wall in the
LAF
building.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1Oklahoma Sales 2
Tax Free Weekend
9am—3pm
School Supply
Distribution

6

7

12

13

Noon: level 1
yoga
6:30 ASAC
Open House
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3
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9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
Oklahoma Sales
Tax Free Weekend

Noon: level 1
yoga

10:00 UMW

10
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8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45 Trustees

17
8:30 Worship
9:30: Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

9
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22

23

5:30: Weight

noon: level 1
yoga
6:00 Chums to
Nursing Home
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30

5:30: Weight

noon: level 1
yoga
6:00: CHUMS
to nursing home
6:30: Youth
Munch Bunch

7:00 Boy Scouts

Watchers
7:00 Boy Scouts

11:45 SPRC
mtg

ship

9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:45 Worship
Committee Mtg

318:30 Worship
9:30 5th Sunday
Brunch
10:30 Worship

Noon: level 1
yoga
7:00 Cub Scouts

12 noon: CHUMS
lunch in OFH

8

Watchers

248:30 Wor- 25

Oklahoma Sales
Tax Free Weekend

5:30: Weight
Watchers

7:00 Boy Scouts

noon: level 1
yoga
6:00 Chums to
Nursing Home

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
8:30: CHUMS
2:00 Red Cross
breakfast in
Blood Drive
4:30Chair Yoga Sperry
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible Study

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6 pm: Level 2
yoga
7 pm Bible
Study

10:00 Prayer
1:00 CHUMS
4:30Chair Yoga
6:pm Level 2
Yoga
7pm Bible Study
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New Church Directories Available!
The new church picture directories are
completed and available. If your family
has not picked up one yet, please be sure
and get one from the office. I hope you
will use them to become familiar with
each other, especially those who may go
to a different service than you, as well as
those newer members.
We must give special thanks to Vern
Fuller for doing the bulk of the work on
this project! He had help, but he was
the galvanizing force behind the whole
thing and worked for weeks on this project. The directories look absolutely great,
and are as good as many commercial directories that
are printed for
churches.
Thanks also to
Ka’Lu, who
worked on the
printing and
editing in the
office.

Did You Know?
Did you know we have education opportunities
available for every age group? Our Sunday
school classes meet at 9:30am. Our children,
ages 4 through 6th grade, meet in the L.A.F.
building for learning through reading, games,
and age appropriate activities. Our 7th through
recently graduated high school students meet
upstairs in the youth room.
Our adults have the option of attending any of
the 4 adult classes. The Reach Out class
meets in the old fellowship hall. This fall will
find them studying Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Job,
and Ezekiel. The Upper Room, made up of
senior adults, uses the same Adult Bible Studies series. The Seekers class, which meets in
the southeast corner, studies various topics
which can be used to guide us in everyday, current issues. Our newest class is geared towards young adults and young families who
lead busy lives, and may not be able to attend
every week. This is discussion style class
which covers a variety of topics, often using
Rob Bell’s Nooma videos.

