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Pastoral Letter 

 

 

As we continue to weather the storm that is COVID-19, stories from scripture about 
courage and call ring out to me. I’ve preached on Esther who was called “for such a 
time as this;” how we are called beloved; how Jesus is our calm in the storm and we 
listen to His voice instead of our fears; how we are called to risk in daring to follow 
Jesus; and how the Kingdom of God is at work in unexpected ways in and among us.  

For the next few weeks, I’ll be preaching a series following the life of Moses, and his 
life and call definitely embody courage in a tumultuous time. In fact, the courage of 
those around him, including his mother, the midwives, and his sister, set the stage for 
his courage to flourish. They each resisted Pharaoh's evil orders to kill the Hebrew ba-
by boys and helped to deliver the one who would lead God’s people in liberation.   

Moses’ call to lead was challenging. He was not just leading the people out of bond-
age, but into something new and completely different, and the people often doubted. 
He led them through what could be described as a liminal space. Author and consult-
ant Susan Beaumont describes liminal spaces as times when the old has ended and 
what is to come is not quite clear yet. It’s not just change, but rather something en-
tirely new is enfolding.   

For Moses, leading the people in the desert was a liminal space. The people wanted to 
go back to the reality they knew, even if they were miserable in slavery. But they 
were not going back to what they knew before, and had to trust where God was lead-
ing them.  

As we navigate our own “new normal” in our lives today with COVID-19, we too can 
have courage because God is leading us just as God led Moses and the Israelites. 
Worship looks different, but we still join our hearts in praise to our God, whether 
physically present together or connecting via Facebook. Our school supply looks dif-
ferent, but we are still meeting the needs of children and families as we give supplies 
directly to teachers and the schools. We will continue to serve our community and 
share the grace of Christ in this time as God leads us. While it is easy to be fearful or 
anxious because the new is disorienting, God’s presence gives us courage to contin-
ue.  

   Grace and peace, 

    Pastor Sarah 



 

      AUGUST 

AFTER SCHOOL ADVENTURE CAMP 

ASAC is finishing the summer strong and we are 

ready to transition to before and after school 

care.  More than half of last year’s campers are 

returning and we have a waiing list that opens 

up 08/03!  For questions about childcare or to 

volunteer after school call Miss Miria at           

405-850-2253. 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL / CHILDRENS CHURCH 

Under direction of the Bishop, we are still not able to 

have Sunday School or Children’s Church.  Miss Miria is 

working on having a lesson on line each week.  Stay 

tuned to the Children’s FB page for updates! 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Just like school may look different for a lot of us this 

year, the Blessing of the Backpacks will also be differ-

ent.  Pastor Sarah will perform the blessing during wor-

ship on 08/09.  Please drop backpacks off at the LAF 

building by 08/07.  Pick them up blessed and ready for 

school from the LAF building starting 08/10! 
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Skiatook FUMC Youth 

It’s bulldog time! 

It is August in Bulldog country and you know what that means... Back to 

school! I don’t think any of us are sure about what this school year will look 

like, but we know that God is good and we love your kids here at Skiatook 

FUMC. We are figuring things out as we navigate this troubling time. Youth is 

now meeting once a month in-person, but in an appropriate outdoor, social-

ly distant setting. In July we had an outdoor movie night at the Sheltons’ and 

we are looking forward to a pool party at the Hales’ in August! Thank you all 

for being such gracious hosts!  

We are hopeful to have a Fix program this year. We want to be everything 

we can for our kiddos, especially in the wake of this pandemic putting us all 

in such an isolated environment. All health is a priority to us—mental and 

physical. Stay tuned for our official Fix launch date! 

MAY CALENDAR 

First day of school………….13 

Pool party………………………19   

STUFF TO KNOW 

• Youth on Wednesday 
nights via FaceTime or 
Zoom from 6:00-8:00! 

• Questions? Call Meg at 
(918)906-0414. Texting is 
even better!  



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Trudie Riggs for weed eating and 
helping the Green Team keep the 
church grounds looking great 

 Johnny & Nita Whitney and Meg 
Burris for ushering each week 

 Vernon Fuller for changing the 
church sign during July 

 Miria Jones for recording and 
posting the worship service each 
week 

 Sandy Kimbrough, Meg Burris, 
and Melanie Shiew for sanitizing 
the sanctuary each week. 

 Tom Weathers for doing such an 
amazing job cleaning both build-
ings each week 

 Tom Hobza and Chris Hackney 
for acknowledging birthdays 
throughout the year 

 Carolyn Brooks for maintaining 
the candles in the sanctuary 

Gifts were Given... 

 To the LAF Building 
by Glenn & Mary Nelson  

School Supply Drive 

As the beginning of school approaches in 

the times of COVID, our school supply 

drive looks a little different this year. We 

will give supplies directly to the school 

for staff and teachers to distribute. We 

received esti-

mates of num-

bers of high 

need students 

and most need-

ed supplies 

from counse-

lors (with more info coming from middle 

and high schools soon as they sort through 

who will be in the building versus virtual 

learning).  

You can see the list of needed supplies on 

the Sign Up Genius website, and sign up 

for what you would like to bring: https://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/8050D4BACA72BA2FA7-skiatook 

If you would like to donate towards the 

endeavor, that is wonderful as well!  

The items are listed by how many we 

need per student, and in parenthesis it's 

listed how many students need that item 

(ex: A student needs 2 packs of paper a 

piece, and we are collecting paper for 30 

students, so ultimately we'll need 60 

packs. When you sign up for a supply, it's 

listed by how many one student will need 

{in this case 2 packs of paper}).  

If you have any questions on the list, 

please let us know! 

Thank you for sharing Christ's love in a 

tangible way with the students of our 

community! 

Red Cross Blood Drives 

For those who like to plan their reg-

ular blood donations, please make 

note of the following dates and 

times we have scheduled to sponsor 

the Red Cross Blood Drives through 

the end of 2020.  Until further no-

tice, donors will be required to 

make an appointment and will also 

be required to wear a mask.  To 

schedule an appointment, please 

call 1-800-RED-CROSS. Donors must 

be at least 17 years old and weigh 

110 lbs.  Those who have  a prior, 

verified diagnosis of COVID-19, but are 

now symptom free and fully recovered 

from COVID-19 are especially needed.  

   September 8th: 11:30 am—5:30 pm 

   November 5th: 12:30 pm—6:30 pm 

UMW News 

School will be 

starting soon and 

the UMW has 

been asked to 

make masks for 

the children. If you are interested 

in participating in this very im-

portant mission, please contact 

Ka’Lu in the church office and 

someone from UMW will be con-

tacting you. Hopefully the UMW 

can meet soon and welcome 

Pastor Sarah.   

   Stay safe.    

   Lora Cartner, UMW President 

Operation School Supplies 
While we are doing a good part of our 

school supply drive differently, we will 

still need assistance with shopping, 

counting, sorting, and delivery. We 

would love to have all donations in by 

August 2nd, with plans to sort, count, 

and shop that week. We want to deliver 

Monday, August 10th. Please call the 

office to sign up to help. 918-396-2519 

In Sympathy 

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Glenn 

and Mary Nelson and their family on the 

loss of their son, Jimmy. Although he had 

been ill for some time, his death was un-

expected and leaves his family mourning. 

He leaves a large family 

grieving his loss. Prayers 

for comfort are greatly 

appreciated.  

Congratulations, ASAC! 

Earlier this year, the After School Ad-
venture Camp applied for the Oklaho-
ma Methodist Foundation’s Petree 
Grant in the amount of $5,000. We 
recently received notice that we have 
been awarded the grant in full. The 
money will be used to add to and up-
date equipment that is used by the 
children of Skiatook FUMC and 
ASAC.  
Upon her passing in 1994, Margaret 
E. Petree of El Reno, left a portion of 
her estate to the OK UM Foundation. 
The Petree Committee, in charge of 
selecting the programs that will re-
ceive the grant, make every effort to 
award the funds to  “projects, pro-
grams, and ministries that make the 
church and community better, inspire, 
and serve to bring children, youths, 
the aging, or marginalized into a clos-
er relationship with God, their church 
and their community.” 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 PLEASE RECYCLE! 

Finance News 

 

Thank you for your continued gener-

osity through tithes and offering to 

support this church! While giving has 

been down in the past month, con-

sidering the larger context, we are 

still thankful. If you are not giving 

and are considering doing so, I would 

encourage you to start! You can give 

through our website with PayPal. You 

can set up an automatic draft from 

your account each month. You can 

also mail a check, drop it by the 

church office, or bring it to worship. 

Your giving to utility fund assistance 

has allowed us to 

help community 

members with their 

bills in this stressful 

time. Your generosity to school sup-

ply donations helps us provide for 

kids who lack what they’ll need to 

start the school year off right! If 

you’d like to donate towards this ef-

fort, we still have more supplies to 

purchase (especially hand sanitizer 

and disinfectant wipes). Your gifts 

and offering to the general budget 

enable staff to continue creative min-

istry in this time serving people of all 

ages! Your ongoing support is deeply 

appreciated! 


