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Obedience in Skiatook
“And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.” 2 John 1:6 (NIV)
This past July, we did a sermon series on 1,2,and 3rd John, called “Summer Lovin’”, in which we learned
about the early church’s teaching on love, on following right teaching, and on obedience. For August,
we will focus on the prophet Isaiah, who is always calling the people to obedience to God’s commandments. Isaiah calls for obedience, then issues warnings from God, and when necessary, judgement. Yet
Isaiah always leaves the people with hope. He reminds that God is not abandoning them, nor forsaking
them in any way.
“Obedience” and “obey” are words we don’t always like. They are words that make us think our freedoms, or something else, are being taken away. We don’t like authoritarian words. The word “obey” or
“obedience” has to do with power: Someone who has authority over us. And even more than that, it’s a
connotation of unbalanced power, such as a king/subject, master/slave, etc. And that idea makes us resistant to the idea of obedience. Obedience is often borne of fear, or out of an abusive situation.
But “obey” as we see in the Bible is more of a mutual thing. God tells the people in Exodus to “obey his
voice’, and they will be his chosen people. It’s a mutual relationship, a relationship based on love. God
loves us, and is asking as his people, to love him and trust him enough to obey him. In the Bible, we are
asked to obey out of our love for God, out of our reverence for God, and out of the understanding that we
can ultimately trust God with everything we have. Not out of fear of retribution or punishment.
The over-riding commands of God that we see in the Bible are based on relationship. A mutuality, with
all of us cooperating to bring the Kingdom of Heaven to Earth. So when we think of scriptural obedience—it is not out of fear. It is not out for fear of retribution, it is not out of a power imbalance nor of
rebellion, but rather obeying from the heart is out of love.
Join us in August as we preach and teach from the prophet Isaiah, a voice of God who calls for obedience
through justice, generosity, love, sacrifice, and worship. In the meantime, consider where God is calling
you to obedience. When, or where, or in what areas of our lives have we not trusted God, and surrendered to God through love and obedience? God is looking for a mutual relationship with us. Would you
pray with me, that as individuals, and also as a church, that we will be obedient to what God is calling us
to do?

Blessings,
Pastor Susan

AUGUST 2019
Youth News

What a week! Our Skiatook FUMC Youth kids have worked so hard. Most
of us spent the week at the St. Albans Boys and Girls Club just outside
Charleston, West Virginia. We played with LEGOs and soccer balls and
crafts and crayons - and the St. Albans kids had fun too! Our boys, my
husband John and Heather Beene spent the week in a variety of locations including a local nursing home and the Union Mission Thrift store
doing everything from organizing donations to playing cards to earning
nicknames. Plus we had a fun coincidence: one of the site directors was
from our own Pawhuska, OK and she wants to come visit us when she
gets back to school at Rhema Bible College!
Thank you so much to all who have supported us and prayed for us. We
made memories to last a lifetime which will no doubt have an impact
that lasts an eternity.

UPCOMING
EVENTS:
August 7
Fellowship & Bible Study

August 14
Back to School Party

August 21
Fellowship & Bible Study

- Meg

August 28
Fellowship & Bible Study

September 4: FIX resumes
for 5th and 6th graders.
3:00 p.m. — 4:30p.m.

QUESTIONS? TEXT MEG: (918) 906-0414

Misc. Happenings
Servant Spotlight
Thanks to:


Johnny & Nita Whitney
and Bobby Rosser for
being greeters during
July



Debbie Bennett for changing the
church sign



Angela Hayes for helping with the
Children’s Taste of Summer day at
Blue Bell ice cream factory and the
splash pad



Angela Hayes and Tristan Teague for
learning to run the Sunday slides



Kim Warrick, Debbie Musgrave,
Sharon Langenberg, Vernon & Kimberly Lester, Becky Simpson, Mark &
Patti McKinney, Jane Loveless, Sheril
Lewis, and Ka’Lu Underwood for
accepting school supplies registrations

Gifts are given…


To the Parking Lot Fund in
memory of Pat Mills by beloved
friends



To the LAF Building Debt Relief
by Glenn & Mary
Nelson



To the LAF Building
Debt Relief by Peck
& Glendell Brown
HOUSEWARMING PARTY

You’re invited to a housewarming party
for David and Jennifer Brooks on Saturday, August 10, 2pm-4pm,
room 103. They are registered at Target and have
a wish list on Amazon.com.

Happy Birthday, Glenna Long!
On Sunday, August
25th, at 2 pm, the family of Glenna Long invites the entire church
to join in a 90th birthday celebration in the
LAF Building for Ms. Glenna Long. This will
be a come and go reception. No gifts,
please, but cards are welcome! Please
stop in and visit for a bit.

Servant Opportunities
There are always opportunities for service
within our church. We would love to have
new, fresh faces join hands with those with
experience in various areas. These areas
could be as visible as you would like
(greeters) or they could be behind the scenes
(running slides on Sunday.) They could be
weekly (helping with ASAC when school is in
session.) Or they could be done monthly
(bringing snacks for youth.) Whether you
enjoy interacting with others or spending time
alone, there is a place for you! Not sure
where your talents lie? Please visit with Pastor Susan or call the church office and discuss areas where your
light might shine the
brightest. 918-396-2519

UMW Survey
In the next few weeks, the United
Methodist Women will mail a survey
to the women of the church. Please
take time to
complete the
survey and
return it to
the
church. The
Methodist
Women would like to know the wants
and needs of the ladies in the church,
in an effort to invite more participation. It can be placed in the collection
plate throughout August.

Regularly scheduled meetings will resume September 10th at 10am, with
newly installed officers. Outgoing president Judy Supernaw and Treasurer
Maryann Hobza welcome incoming
president Lora Cartner, Vice PresidentSandy Kimbrough, and Secretary/
Treasurer
Julie Guy.
All ladies
are welcome!

School Supplies
Each year we are able to purchase
school supplies for children in our
community whose parents need a bit
of extra help. Unfortunately, each
year, rising costs and budget cuts
have us wondering if this will be the
last year. But God is faithful, and He
makes a way, even when we see no
way. This year,
we are able to
help almost 100
kids with a
“starter bag” of
school supplies.
Using the Skiatook Public Schools’
supply lists, we are able to go
through and make sure that almost
100 students in grades Pre-K through
8th are able to begin the school year
with enough supplies to get their
school year started. A bit more shopping is needed to be done this week.
Then we will sort and big supplies,
and distribute on Saturday, August
10th from 10am—2pm. If you would
like to help, please contact the
church office or Sheril Lewis. Thank
you for your continued generosity to
our church and its missions and to
our community and its children. Because of you, we can continue to be
the hands and feet of Christ.
Blood Drive — Thank you to all who
made our blood drive a success! There
were 12 donors registered, 0 donors were
deferred, and 12 units were collected!
We also registered one first time donor!

Thank you!
Big thanks to you! The little things
you do are actually pretty huge.
Thank you for coming to our rescue.
We are so grateful
for you guys!
With Christ’s Love,
Pastor Shelli and
Avant UMC
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4:30Chair Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

4
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2 p.m. 90th
Class
Birthday celebration for Glenna Long in the
LAF

9
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15

10am-2 pm

17

22

23

24

29

30

10:00: Yoga

1:00: CHUMS’
Game Day
4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

Church Office
resumes regular
hours

27

28

11:00: Yoga Lev10:00: Yoga
el 1
1:00: CHUMS’ 10:30: Prayer
Game Day
Group
6-8 pm Youth

ply Distribution

16

11:00: Yoga Lev- Skiatook Public
Schools Begin
el 1

21

10School SupHousewarming
shower for Jennifer Brooks 2-4

11:00: Yoga Lev- 1:00: CHUMS’ 10:00: Yoga
el 1
10:30: Prayer
Game Day
Group
4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
6-8 pm Youth
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6:00 Quilting
Class

25

6-8: Youth

4:30Chair Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

6:00-8:00: Youth
– Back to School
Party

20

8

11:00: Yoga Level 1
1:00: CHUMS’ 10:00: Yoga
Game Day

12:30: Staff Mtg.

6:00 pm: Quilting
Class
4:00-7:00: Kids’
Night Out—
ASAC Open
Back to School House 6-8, come
Bash
and go.

18

7

4:30: Chair
Yoga
6:00: Level 2
Yoga

31
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE RECYCLE!

News from Finance Committee
Thank you to each of you who have
continued to be so faithful in your
commitment to doing God’s work
through your giving. Thanks also to
those who have given designated funds
towards flood relief, the building fund to help us to pay off
our debt; to camp scholarships that help us send kids to camp
this summer; We have done a lot so far this year!
Work on the parking lot has begun, and we are so excited!
Thank you to everyone who donated any extra gifts to this
project! A special thanks to Buster and Cindy Easky, for the
work Buster’s company is doing. It is going to be amazing,
and so much safer! We don’t have a definite “finish” date,
but work is progressing very well!
For the remainder of the year, we want to focus on our giving
towards fulfilling our 2019 budgetary obligations. Lower
summer attendance has put quite a dent in our giving, though
we know that God is faithful and God’s people will provide
what we need! Thank you all!.

Thank you all so much for your amazing congregational support for my family this past month
during Mark’s unexpected heart surgery. While it
was an unexpected, and very scary turn of
events, it was made so much easier by this
church’s loving care and concern.
Thank you for the prayers, the many cards, calls,
texts, visits, and the amazing meals you have furnished. A special thanks to the staff and the leadership of the church for making sure things were
covered and matters taken care of. Please know
that both Mark and I appreciate it from the
bottom of our hearts.
Pastor Susan

