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 Heroes of the Faith in Skiatook 

“….Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  “Hebrews 11: 16(NIV) 

The 11th chapter of Hebrews is sometimes called the “Faith Chapter” of the New Testament.  It is a recounting 

of the faith stories of many of the men and women in the Bible.  It lists their names, and how they stepped out 

in faith to do what God had called them to do. It begins with the definition of faith, which reads “Now faith is 

being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1).  It recounts the faith of 

people, beginning with Abel, and ending with the mention of those who martyred under Roman rule for the 

sake of Christianity,  These people are considered faithful, blessed servants of God.  Many of them did really 

incredible things by stepping out in faith, and were even heroes in some way in their own right. They each 

worked to make their world a better place by being obedient to God. 

Heroes, by definition, are those who do things that are difficult, or require great courage.  Webster’s dictionary 

defines a hero as “a person who is admired or idealized for courage, outstanding achievements, or noble quali-

ties.  A hero of the faith is a person we would consider being close to God spiritually, and in tune with God’s 

will for his/her life.  A hero of the faith is willing to take a difficult or courageous stand for things that matter to 

God.  Some people may think of heroes of the faith as those who are famous preachers, or pastors, or well-

known people.  People like Billy Graham, or Charles and John Wesley, Dietrich Bonhoeffer or Corrie ten 

Boom  

But a “hero of the faith” by my definition, is just a person who simply does what God has called them to do, 

and does it with integrity and love. Heroes of the faith inspire us, and help us to learn how to behave as mature 

Christians.  We can learn from those heroes of the faith in the Bible, as well as those ordinary, everyday saints 

all around us.   Even we, individually, can be a hero of the faith. 

Join us in August as we begin a new sermon series called “Unsung Heroes of the Old Testament.” Some of 

these may be names you’ve never heard, or maybe you’ve heard them and aren’t quite sure who they are and 

what they did.  We will be learning lessons from the lives of these heroes of the faith. 

 
8/5:   Exodus 1: 15-22; Shiprah and Puah        
8/12:  Judges 4: 1-23; Deborah and Jael       
8/19:  Judges 6: 11-18, 36-40; Gideon 
8/26 1 Samuel 18: 1-4, 19: 17 Jonathan 
 

 

 
Blessings,     

 

 Pastor Susan 

 

Invite someone to attend church with you.  We will still 
be having breakfast each week through August at 9:30.   

Be in prayer as to who God is calling you to invite!   You 
can be a hero of the faith to someone else! 



 

 



 



 
Misc. Happenings 

Servant Spotlight 

Thanks to: 

 Mona Keeline and 
Pastor Susan for 
transporting kids to 
Camp Egan in June 

 Chuck Allred for repairing the air 
conditioner in room 103 before a 
Sunday brunch 

 David Brooks for being a camp 
shepherd at Sonshine Camp 

 Sheril Lewis, Sharon Langenberg, 
Julie Guy, Verna Linzy, Judy Su-
pernaw, Becky Simpson, Patsy 
Reid, Susie Partain for helping 
with school supply registrations 

Thank you! 

First UMC Skiatook,  

   Thank you so incredibly much 
for housing and providing a meal 
us a meal on our choir tour. We 
are thankful for your hospitality.  

  In Christ, 

The Inspiritus Youth Choir, 

     Melissa UMC 

 

Gifts are given… 
 

 In Memory of Dolly 
Simpson by Mary 
Overlease & Joyce 
Jech 

 In Memory of Dolly Simpson 
by Glenna Long to fellowship 

 In memory of Dolly Simpson 
and Jack Jones, by Joyce Jech 

 In Memory of Jack & Donna 
Sue Jones by Terri Cohea to 
school supplies  

 In Memory of Jack Jones by 
John & Donna Watt  

 In Memory of Paul Watt by 
John & Donna Watt to the en-
dowment fund 

 To the LAF Building Fund by 
Glenna Long 

 To School Supplies by Glenna 
Long, Tom Weathers, Tish 
Burill, Mark & Glynda Hunt, 
and many others 
who donated and 
filled entire bags    

AMERICAN RED CROSS  

BLOOD DRIVE 

There will be a blood 
drive on Thursday, 
August 2nd in the 
LAF building from 
12:30-6:30pm.  

If you’ve been wondering of a way 
to volunteer in the life of the 
church, but haven’t been sure how, 
this may be an area for you. There 
are a number of ways to help, and it 
can be done in shifts of one to four 
hours, depending on your schedule.  

Blood drives are hosted here every 
other month. If you are interested, 
please visit with Ka’Lu in the 
church office. She can give you de-
tails and answer your questions.  

Without A, B, and O, no one can be 
saved. Help save lives. Donate! 

United Methodist Men 

The United Methodist Men  will meet on 

Wednesday, August 8
th
 at 6:30pm in 

the LAF. All men of the church are wel-

come and invited to participate.  

Condolences 

We send our love and prayers to the 
following families who lost someone 
near and dear.  

Larry and Joan Dalvine laid Larry’s 
mom Donna to rest.  

Gene and Forrest Simpson laid their 
matriarch, Dollie to rest.  

Judy Spurgeon 
laid her twin 
brother Jimmy 
Morgan to rest.  

Long time 
member Jack 
Jones, husband of the late Donna 
Sue, was laid to rest.  

“He heals the brokenhearted and 
binds up their wounds.” Psalm 147:3 

News From  

Finance 

Thank you to 
all of you who 
give so faithful-

ly give each month.  If you are 
using the automatic draft, we 
appreciate it—it gives us a con-
sistency each month.  

 2nd Quarter Giving statements 
have been sent out (or will be 
very soon).  They only show 
contributions through the end 
of June. July giving has not 
yet been recorded, so that is 
why it doesn’t show up on your 
statement.  If you have any cor-
rections, please let the office 
know and we will have our 
treasurer, Patti McKinney cor-
rect it.  Thanks! 

  Greeter/Usher Training 
 

On Sunday, August 19 immediate-
ly after worship, we will have a 
greeter/usher training in conjunc-
tion with our Summer of Hospitali-
ty!  We encourage ALL those who 
serve to attend this training, no 
matter how long you’ve been a 
greeter.  Training should be 30 or 
so minutes—we will provide 
snacks!  We will be implementing 
a few changes.  Please plan to at-
tend if possible. 

Wednesday Connection Coming Soon 

Our Wednesday Connection will be 

starting back up on Wednesday, Sept.  12 

for 6 weeks.  We are looking for individu-

als or teams of folks to cook a homemade 

meal each week.  If you can help, let Pas-

tor Susan know.  Stay tuned for the Bible 

Studies coming this fall during this time. 



 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
 

 
6-8 p.m. 
Youth 

2 
12:30-6:30: Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive 

1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

3 
10:00:  Yoga 
 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 

 

4 
10am-2pm: 

School Supply 

Distribution 

5 
 
9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  
 
 
 
 
  
 

6 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

 

7 
 
 
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

8 
 
11:00: Yoga 
Level 1 
 
6-8: Youth 

6:30: United 
Methodist Men 

9 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day 
 
4:30Chair Yoga 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

 
 

10 
10:00:  Yoga 

10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 

11 

 

12 
 

9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  
11:45  Trustees 
meeting 

13 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

14 
 
 
 
 
5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
7:00  Boy Scouts 

15 
 
11:00: Yoga 
Level 1 
 

 

 

No Youth 

 

16 
 
 
 
 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
 

4:30: Chair 
Yoga 
 
 
6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

17 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 

18 

 

19 
9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  
11:45 Usher/
Greeter Train-
ing. 

20 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 

 

6:00:  Quilting 
Class 

 

 

21 
 

 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7 pm:  Boy Scouts 

 

22 
11:00: Yoga 
Level 1 

 
 

6-8 pm: Youth 

23 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
Game Day  
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

24 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 

25 

26 
9:30: Brunch/
Fellowship 
10:30: Worship  
  

 

27 
11:00: level 1 
yoga 
 

6:00: Quilting 
Class 

 

 

28 
 

5:30:  Weight 
Watchers 

7:00: Boy Scouts 

 

29 
 

11:00: Yoga 
Level 1 

 

6-8 p.m.  Youth 
 

30 
1:00: CHUMS’ 
4:30: Chair 
Yoga 

6:00: Level 2 
Yoga 

31 
 
10:00:  Yoga 
10:30: Prayer 
Group 
 
 

 

Aug. 3rd — 5th: Back to School 

Sales Tax Holiday 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 PLEASE RECYCLE! 

 

  

New Worship Service 

Schedule 

The FUMC Worship Com-

mittee met in June to discuss several items relating to 

worship.  One of those items addressed was the two 

worship services we have always had here at FUMC.  

After much discussion and discernment, the commit-

tee decided that beginning July 1, we are going to 

move to one combined worship service at 10:30 a.m. 

each Sunday. While we know some people will be 

disappointed or even upset, based on attendance fig-

ures and trends for the church, it is just not warranted 

to support two separate services, which are identical in 

style. 

There are several reasons for this change.  First of all, 

it is a huge burden on our volunteer worship leaders 

and musicians.  Because we operate and rely on vol-

unteers, trying to cover two services is asking a lot of 

their time and talent.  Often, different things  have to 

be planned for the different services because of who is 

available.  It also is imposing on those who operate 

our video equipment and recording. 

Secondly, attendance has dropped significantly this 

past year, in both services.  Average worship attend-

ance so far for 2018  is down 19 % from this time in 

2017, and down 22% from 2016.  In fact, attendance 

is actually lower than when I first came here in 2012.  

That is something we will be looking at as well. The 

first service has lost several families due to moves out 

of town, and is averaging 18-20 on a given Sunday.  

That is simply not healthy for a church to try to sus-

tain.  When guests arrive, they are not getting a picture 

of a healthy church, whether that is reality or not. 

We believe that one healthy, vibrant, energetic service  

is much healthier in the long run for the church. We 

ask that you give it a chance, foster new friendships 

and relationships, knowing that change is never easy.  

See you at 10:30 in July! 


